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WOMEN’S EDUCATION
IN INDIA

INTRODUCTION :

T TR i ol |
g w7l e Sl

s knowledges, 0 Goddess,
yery woman

All the variou
Are portions of you, as is each and e
M the various worlds.
i The present position of W ke
_-unds us of this hymn of Durgasaptasati- 11¢
esistible journey of Indian Womer into all
ections makes everyone Jstonished - “ 1f 8
;rson who died a hundred years 80 came 10
© today, the first and most important change
at. would strike him is the revolution in the
f:;:ion of women.” It is education Whicé1 hﬁi
Sop ¢ I‘?dian women all-pervading 'anbeaan
ity qlllen‘ng- Women education in [ndia DEE
i\,iﬁzor_mus journey at the very d
the p, aton, passed through the low P
the re.d.leval period, createdaneddymg t
tnj ltish period and is now about 10 LeAs s
ing, Ofexcellence. Let us have only gln.np .
the , ® long history of women’s education

“ligio-ph; tor iods
Qflnd-lglo‘phllosolahical and historical peri0

1a,

omen in India

p

oints of
flow in
he

%to. '€ have little knowled

te
X *nj of women’s education
b ot °daro and the Harappa civilizations:
ted in ¢

i
® Mother Goddess that €x!

THROUGH AGES

O Dr. Parimal Kumar Datta

pre-Vedic period is an index of the exalted :--_.-:5"
position of women. ]

Women'’s education in the ages of the Vedas-
syt @ - The Atman is Brahman
¢ 4 @ - Verly all this is Brahman. There
is no distinction between man and man. These
noble ideas are the bases of women'’s education I’ 3
in the Vedic period. Home was the main centre :
of education of girls. The Atharvaveda Says, *
g 70, T e sifex ”. Girls should
observe Brahmacharya. Women received =
ighest education and were .
1;rgalﬂllnnavadinis and Sadyovadhus. The e

ere given Brahmasutras and

ahmavadinis W nd
. allowed to study the Vedas and utter Savitr

called

were
tra - e
Man Ww@macﬁmm -
SIPe B AR FRERETR Sl P
Sadyovadhus were given the Brahmasutras :'7 g
and rnarried - 3

AR .
bl foa S i :fices along with 1 il

memm P,
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Ghosha, Jarita, Kokshivati, Shraddh
Rgveda contains hymns by as m
nine women seers,

a etc. The
any as twenty-

During the later part of

the Vedic per;

_ Il
women coulfi not enjoy all the privileg}:,s o
they got earlier. “ Women Were taught 5
the fine arts like dancing and sjp; o
were regarded as accomplj
men.” Gargi and Maitreyi w
personalities of that periog
Women’s education i the

and Buddhism - 3ges of Jainjgp

and Fhe Acharyas during the Chaty
I('-}e.cf:lved education, Pataliputra o
triner and Khandigirj were famo, i,
centres of Ieamjng of the Jaing pe;;s o higher
women. scholars of the Jain pe:d. o
Bra.hrm, Sundari, Rajimat; Ch S o
Mrigavati, Puspachula, Pr, i

Nabal,
Shiva and Padmavat;_ abha"atl, Sulasa,
Buc'ldha Was not in fayqy, ¢
of women into Monasterie 5 # .0. ?he en
Due to the insistence of At ;lmtlal Stage
about 5(-)0 .women along with his e permitted
for admission into the Viharag o step Mothg,
were enforced on thep, Th;)u Strict Tuleg
llteratur.e does not speak much of%}l: BuddhiSt
education of Bhikshypjg th € System, of
references to the educati:)n :;e ar
. . i n
Bhikshunis . Dormitorjeg for female £
were also prevalent, Higher o4 e students
reserved only for womep of hj Ucatig,
Highly educated Women unter:r SOcia] o or
work and were known ag Wipgd 00k ¢ 1
Buddhist scriptures, they Yayas. B

(Mimamsa), Vedanta, Ayurveda, Literature and
Political Science. It could not reach the doors
of the women of common people like the
Peasants, labourers, artisans, craftsmen 2
Ordinary traders. The Vedic syste™ 9
Upanayana was abolished and early marriag®
g:ave aserious blow to the women’s €4U¢?”
tion,
birth Women’s education in this p.eriod g:::
.to alarge number of women phllOSOp i
admmiStratOrS, religious missionaries ane
poctesses. Sanghamitra, sister of AShOka. i
TCat, went tq Ceylon to spread Buddhlsm'

W
E?Ebha’ Anupama and Sumedha took ° ;’Z 2
fe long celibacy. Shilabhattarika, prabh!

v . ts.
ar;d ija}'anka were of high poeti¢ talc?n i
ad (?u.s Inthe history of India for their effic
mlrustratic,n‘
b/ a8
S o:gn’s education in the ages °f S-utli'snl
N Pllranas’ Epics, Bhakti Cult;
nd Tantl'a_ ’
‘Ew (%3 ~Jervcs, T wa (O "”

7 s{ee A @“ﬂe're e
godg r Cre Women are honoured, 5d, al]
religioeVel; Where they are not honour

‘ ashisthg says, 3 of

vellel‘abl e teacher is ten timesundrgd
limeg m ® than 5 tutor; the father, a her js?
thOus.ano“? than the teacher; but the ™°
tunes more than the fathel" 4o J of
aIl()the, .ere We also are happily rem!
T dlctum of Manu » |
:%‘m a—— ﬂ
f L
Blory, ajf\n Acharya excels ten UPadh);fb"tﬂ
Aher excels a hundred AP
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mother excels a thousand fathers.
In spite of these views of the Smritikaras,

the condition of women’s education in this
period was gloomy. During the period of the
Sutras and Smritis, women were bracketed with
the Shudras and denied the right to study the
Vedas. They were only taught subjects
connected with household affairs.

In the ages of the Ramayana, women
Were taught in royal palaces under the guidance
of Acharyas. Kaushalya, Sita, Anasuya and
Shramani Shabari were highly educated.

In the ages of the Mahabharata, the
Celebrated Brahmavadinis Were Sl{labha,
Brahmani’ daughter of Sandilya and Shiva. Far
More numerous are the instances of .1eamed
Women who were taught various subjects b
"*Nowned Acharyas. Mention may b mlad'e
oily of Gandhari, Kunti, Draupadi, Savitrl,

AMayanti, Shakuntala and Satyabhama. p

In the Puranic period; India produlceal

Ny illustrious women scholars like Madalas
afld DeV&huti_ dnnk

The Bhakti Cult inspired WO

® Nectar of knowledge. This cult .produ? -
theat Scholars and saint poetesses Mira Bal

hakij cult period.
Nanak ? oon after the Bhakti m o
Sy, nderof Sikhism, stresse
Ation ang allgwed women to 162

emblies‘

: cak
OF th, The ideals of Tantra phllosophyT:{;tﬁc
Derioe “Xalied position of women in the
" Srlvld :
yarnava Tantra say
e fayar: eftel: @ﬂaﬁfiiﬁi
g liVeg Omen are gods and goddesses:

n women S
d religious

Kaulavalinimaya Tantra says ~
NS TreleoTE
®Men are parts of Devi:

Education was given much importance
in this period as Tantric cult allows women’s
free entry to all the Tantric rituals. Women were
imparted almost all kinds of education existed
in that period.

Mabhanirvana Tantra Says -

IR A Frramferge:

Girls should also be properly educated.

The entire Gupta period falls under the
flourishing period of Tantra when the mother
cult of Tantra spread throughout the country.
During this period, some of the women became
accomplished poetesses and authorities on belles
_ letters. Four vedas, Puranas, Upa-Vedas,
Philososhies, Kamashashtras, Political Science
and Literature were included in the education
of women. Detailed accounts of women’s

education as well as of the prostitutes are given

in Vatsyayana’s Kamasutra. -
"’ y‘The story of Princess Kadambari and

Mahashweta in Bana’s prose romance and that

of Kamandaki in Bhavabhuti’s great drama seem

to suggest the existence of regular institutions
where gils reccived their training, sometimes

i the company of male students.”

. in the ages of Islamic
Women’s education 1 the ag

rule-

. Mughal Period

e reigns ;
and Lodi dynastics:
families were ©

ltana Razia Wh

of Slave, Khilji,
princesses
ducated

S o wWas a
es. ou
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t(; tgo ;0 the .boy’s schools if they at all wisheq to
8¢t education. They were allowed to go to

ucatj
ation. The royal Muslim ladies were

Ir homes. No special

Rabindra N
ath Ty
;‘:hv‘;nge' of Fnowledge b eEOre
€5t in his poep, ‘Bharata ¢ Bagy
tirthg» and

It so happened i

European Natiopg A
education of Wwo A
e . omen in Ings *
y be Considereq as .
modern System of wo .
m

P ;
. Missionarieg 4

.....

missionaries and the French eStab]iShed
educational institutions in the different prtel
India. d
Private individuals and societies Staﬂee
girls’ schools at several places:
establishment of Bethune school, Gl
1849 A.D. gave an impetus to the Ipdionl® 2
to. start similar institutions. When the e tle
dia Company came to the power after the Ba:iorl
of Plassey in 17 57, it did not pay any a‘ﬂﬁnlady
o women’s education perhaps becats® for
clerks and officers were not required ote
administratjye purposes. “Itis surprising v nant
that not a single pie out of the educational gr
of 1813 was spent on girls’ education',, ent
It was only in 1854 that GOV° as
partlally recognised women’s educatlon od’S
branch of state system of education- e Oaﬂts‘
F‘dUCational Despatch recommended °f g
- aid to private girls’ schools. s f0'
A number of state training cent’® ytt?
lad.y teachers were established: ca'lcati"Il
University threyy the Matriculation Exafnlns fol
oPen to giyg in 1877 and restrictllo s wer?
?: Pearing at other university examina®”
Moveq ip, 1878.

tta in
oplé

Wo the
ru :len’s education in the ages of

The tons Oft

E e recommendatio o
recfl‘zcatlon Commission (1882) ed:

the S of Lord Curzon (1904), Sugg]utioﬂ

uc t(-) Vernment of India’s I'esonclaticm

a i ;

he Calmnal Policy (1913), rect?mfns 1917 5 J

e sy utt‘f‘ University Commissio (1929) } 8
the aggeStloHS of the Hartog Repoftﬁemepd

. r

impgg - Report (1944) made ® 0 g s

dyg, %% Women’s education ti‘ms o
——— Department took maty 20 worﬂ"‘

education. There was a sharp rise in private
efforts. Separate schools for girls, transport
facilities for girls, appointment of lady teachers
and school inspectresses, offering incentives,
introduction of the subjects suitable for girls,
liberal grants to private girls’ schools,
Providing lady teachers with trainings,
establish-ment of professional schools and
®olleges for girls’ etc. made revolutionary
Changes in women’s education during this
Period,

Moreover, the attempts of noble hearted
Eersom for spreading women’s education, the
a(:]ntemporary women’s movement in Europe
ord “_\m.erica, role of religious voluntary
naian 1sations and the women'’s associations, tl}e
thatOHa} movement and woman laws enacted in
of “i) enod,contributed a good deal to the go@
DI'Ogrer:en S-education. Tables show the rapid
19 IQS of it during 1881-82 to 1901-02 and

210 1946-47,
Cong,.:
edl?::::)outo.l‘ s towards the growth of women’s
“ence D n‘ in India during the pre-indepen

Criod

tue Women’s educati tronized and
SOUrage 4 X uf:an'ox.] was pa ol
sr‘Vate " y many individuals, personall 1€S,
Olupg Sencies, societies and non-governmf«'nt
’ fey of Olganisations, This list includes only
M, In d?s? contributors -
ty : Widyalg - Rev. May, Miss Cooke,
e Sof]’ Lady Ambherst, Drinkwater
\/?mehtér %2 Ram Mohan Roy, Miss M2
I\'Idyasa ~ IS, Annije Besant, Iswar Chandra
a‘gal‘lbgar’ SiSter Nivedita. Jyotirao Phule,
‘\nund haj Kay ivedita, Jy b
Otam g amchand, Durgaram ,
Iy, OTuah, D, K. Karve, Lady Hyder"
oL Jehan g gakhawat
) egum, Mrs. _
“aja Altaf Hussain Hali, Sf{alkh
Abdullah, Radhakanta Handid"®

Associations and societies - Indian
Women'’s Association, Bharat Stri Mahamandal,
Maharashtra Female Education Society,
Anjuman - i - Khwateen - i - Deccan, Young
Women’s Christian Association,

Non-Government voluntary Organi-
sation- Brahma Samaj, Arya Samaj and
Ramakrishna Mission.

Women’s education in the independent

India- '
India won her freedom in 1947. Then it

was realised -

« There can not be an educated people

without educated women. If general education

had to be limited to men or to women that
opportunity should be given to women, for them
it would most surrely be passed on the next

eneration.” '
y So the recommendations and reports of

the University Education Commission 1948),

Secondary Education Commissio,n (1952-32;
National Committee on Women? Educa

1958), Sri Hamsa Mehta Committee (196;);
(S i Bl;akta yatsalam Committee (19223);%‘W
Egucation Commission (1964) and the

ionificant de-

i . (1986) made sign! :
Gt i n’s education. Rap.1d
tions for gitls, 1n-

ional instity ;
wth of educational 10 o ducationsl

in wome




am. They establisheq
T girls in 1839, Their
pired the indigengyg
of educationg instity-
cation institytj,,
arts of Assam, The first

the first primary schoo] fo
educational activitieg ins

NS Were

hillop
1933 and in Gaypyg; (Now Gy, ati ) i 1939
respectively, The Natiopg) Moveme,, gave
great impetyg ¢ the develg Mment
education i Assam

Aste Dost-indep
period, there yyqg 4 steady g4
apid expansion op the ¢ Ucatiop ,,
all levels, Tableg show

. . th

0 shegr Mion amo:l;

is dish.eartenin  In 19964, thbes Wome,

Proportion of SC/ST Womey, Stugg i all Ingj,
I

low. The S_C Womep, OnStitutedSw

Percent, while ST Women Were 09 On y 2. 4

i

tion suffer®
the total enrolment. Women’s chi;lr:; and pussefs
from many ills, faces many pro o be € uredf; g,
through many obstacles. Th0§e 1y by adopt :
solved and removed respectlvflf) yvariou S,wih :
effective measures as Szggeifrisions set in
OWn committees and co
tgu:ﬁy from time to time.

in
en!
Conclusion- o of wom 2
Of course, the percentag puter ¢ o
s 5 com o
“Ommerce, |ayy, polytechm0§= herjob g
inforIWIla‘[ion technology and in

Wom orld
; day. Wi
Courses ig increasing day by

dertoent® ™ i
Crossed g the barriers in or:

. move
of education, We can watch thi:;. we
all the departments of 1.8 o footstep
the soung of their Victonou: others kn?clﬂf“fe’
and every faculty. They mak erce, 28 lytec’h‘
Presence i arts, science, Comﬁeeﬁng, pB“t thz
Valerinary, medicine, law, enf course - f the
nic and othe; job-Oriente' 1 mitatlooﬂg Eh
"®markape trend of the bll\rll\fest’ am O‘N111g
Present ‘disintegfating s beel _a wome
educateq Women in India he'let)’. the
Problep, in our traditional SOCIresS it
May reach the zenith of progEast an
Ofthe knowledge of both thefamous me?
To sum P we may quote a tus O OChfis o'

“In the West the s'ta of the ofniﬂdi 4
Taiseq after the intl'c‘c.luctwnBut the prtY'
WOrShip ofMary-the Mothelf'; n beali‘p of g
rolg is the Worship of Yout Orsh W}ﬂ

w - b
thrOUgh ages established the c:letyaod ¢
Mot

Cvide

S

€T in the family an orshiP ing ot
§ f the WO co? ¢ 1
Ntly is the result o der 5™ 09 4
Other. The new world of e ; o
. ) Cultur . ‘Vel{ th
1ers of Country and viv= o b
slg

qmi
y being obliterated. SW
bEIieved f

Ood

M1
he East® i il
hat the contact of t

)
 cohO
ANd the Western Wlfj

SOUVENIR : Dizamond. Jubilee

} p th-

Reference Books :

= 310pment ann | =

. . Sharma
arma!

* v 0

ian Purkait
G ies - Biswa Ranj

i hies

’ Educations and their philosop

" Mreat Educa

Chaube
. Dr.S.P

£ Indian Education - D

5. History And Problem o

.. B.C.Rai
7 History of Indian Education

Chaube
8

s, DL S.P.
' l)roblems of Indian Education

be
p, Chau

in - DI S.

. India

> Regeny Educational Philosophies In

Safaya
o0 RN

fion

10 Clllrem Problems in Indian Educa

g N. Mukerji
. HiStOI}' of Education In India - -

. Rawat
% History of Indian Education - P. L

N Mukel'ji
13‘

. N.
oW -
omorr

"€ation in India today and t

S
) Gita Pres
]4- The Ramayana the Mahabharata . (Ed)

wpif
Is - e
g BR frepr 2ozt O
lg

R PP SRt - & e o
§ W | Desai and U
| e in Indiap Society - Neera
8

bur%a N

sha Thakl®®

iggion
K. Miss
Ptasat; - ( Chandi) (Ed.) R




SOUVENIR :

) {Z)I-dmal.t{{ (S’u&fee

relevance ¢, moderp times . 1y, p
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andboo . s atta
Sam; G vt
28. Censys of In A sam, Director of E i tistics.
dia, 2007 . Registe 4 conomics & Stati
29. 3T G Tal& ¢
- ey ooy =i CC’mlltllssloners, India ‘
All [ng;, i ‘
ress ¢ .
wns 1881-82 to 19401-/ l
\MI I
: g -02 |
P"Ofessional COllege £ 5 \___ Institute |
eflondaly SChOols y ! 12 169
Primary Sepgq 81 :
Train; ¥ )
l;:lllmng Schoolg 26,000 32,954 i 90’075
oth . 8
" Specig] Choo]s : 54,491 5,305 3544’712
- 1 5 ]
- 45 "
\\ 17 1,1 g

4A

SO

All India Girls under Instruction 1921-22 to 1946-47

P —— 1
Institutions 1921-22 1931-32 1941-42 1946-47
Primary Schools 1,087,131 1,944,070 3,123,643 2,715,230
Secondary Schools 124,954 196,170 410,333 442,503
Arts & Science Colleges 1,207 20,685 11,778 16,284
Tofessiona] Colleges 266 521 s 2468
Prﬂfessional Schools 19,570 17,568 40,869 38,375

Figure for 1921-22 to 1941-42 relate to former British India while those from 1946-47 are

for post partitioned India less former Indian states.

All India Girl’s enrolment in Primary Middle

& High Schools 1946-47 to 1986-87
B _Primary Middle High
‘\___‘
280,772
1946. 34,75,195 321,509 ;
1336 o 3,45,397 34,386 10,309
198(1)-2? 2’35,00000 88,00000 35,000
) ’ 1,02,00,000 54.00,000
1986-87 3,61,00,000

All India Enrolment of Women in University Education (All levels included

All_India Enrolment 0% -2

i 1960-61 1970-71
Arts 1,19,687 4,21850
Science 31,696 168540
Commerce 831 12675
Education 6230 20799
Eng/Tech 403 910
Medicine 7714 22296
Agriculture 124 l‘?
Vetenary Science 38
Law 815 2626

Qers 2917 5913

OUT : T o T/ qo




All India Women teachers jn in Schools (Primary, Middle, High/Higher)

1950-51 ¢o 1980-81

<220-51 to 1980-81
d
Primary Middle L h/Hi—h_;—-—
1950-51 82,281 |
133331 126,788 g’%? 30
1980—81 224,610 17’532 15542
p? 249:288
P _________-—‘
er i
Centage of llteracx in Indig
O e, 1961 .
Mal —— 9 w81 | 00 | a00n
ik 2716 | 40,49 e
o - ; 4 45,96 56.38
Lot 335 | 9197 | 2 oo | sane
2976 3929 | 54.16
_-.____-__-_—_ __—_---‘_‘
ENROLMENT OF FEMALE

High g
316272 el

STUD
Pre-Prim ' ENTS BY ST G 2004-05
| g B et E IN ASSAM, 200222

\

Higher Secondary

el
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Contemporary Challenges to Higher

Education in India

Itft"oduction

rolgé"e" education in India today is at the cross-
¢ o C?n the one hand the Indian government 1
OMmitted to convert India into a knowledge
economY; on the other hand the Grogs
Er}rolment Ratio (GER) in the country 1S
1serably low i.e. around 11 percent. Indian
gs)Vemmen‘c talks about ensuring ac?ess to
- 'gher education to each and every asplr_ant (?f
S Citizens, however, higher education 18
*Coming more and more inaccessible d.ue to
“*duction in public investment in higher
“ducation as well as increasing poverty under
© neo-liberal development paradigm. India
80Vernment also asserts to link up higher
Cducation with human development, but at .the
Same time the critical social discourses having
im1?’1i<:ations on creative debates on democracy
and development are not getting due patronage
from the government. The gow.lernment. now
declares to increase investment in cd.ucatlon in
general and higher edu‘catlor} in ;‘:artlcular, but
there is growing disparity in terms of
distribution of resources among the central
universities and institutions and that of state
universities, its affiliated colleges and also its
institutions of higher learning and research.

All these constitute a challenge towards
Quantitative and qualitative expansion of higher
Sducation in India today. This paper attempts to

ighlight on some of those challenges.

Bleventn Five Year Plan Vision of Higher
du(‘-ation.

Twnh Five Year Plan (2007-12) of India

J Dr. Akhil Ranjan Dutta

foriti : oher education as one of the impor-
g;?l;l}i;zl;:e}:ggcfs for the country and so l;i‘:'declares
that long-term goal of India today “is to Lf;et
India as a nation in which al'l those who aspire
good quality higher education can access 1t,:
irrespective of their paying capacity.
Accordingly the Plan document states that
“expansion, inclusion, and rapid impro\’em.em
in quality throughout the higher and technical
education system by enhancing public
spending, encouraging private initiatives, and
initiating the long overdue major institutional
and policy reforms will form the core of the

Eleventh Plan effort.” (Eleventh Five Year Plan,
Volume II, p 22)

Such a statement comes in the backdrop
of the miserable achievement of higher
education in India which is worse in
comparison not only with the high developed
countries but even among the middle and low
developed countries. Available information
reveals that the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)
in higher education in India is as low as
11 percent. Besides, the higher education is not

inclusive in its nature as the representation of
marginalized categories like STs and SCs and
also women in higher education is lower
compared to their proportion in population.

Acknowledging this miserable failure
the Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007-12) points
out that India’s GER in higher education is very
low compared to the world average of 23.2%,

16.5% for the countries in transition, 54.6% for

Ok Ranjan Dutts, presently Is Reader in Peace and Conflict Studles, Deparimiens of Political Netence, G Univgaiy,
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