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right of an individual and then only comes the question of other rights vis-3-vis
liabilities. One’s existence as human being is the sole requirement to enjoy any
human right. By the right.of existence'the writer means the right by which one jg
allowed to be inside the mother’s womb to its fullest term after being fertilized ang

then to live in this world as human being so as to complete his/her life cycle.

All life is valued in Islam. Particularly, Islam has placed infinite value on the
human life. God tells us in the Qur’an that killing one person would be like killing
all of mankind; and saving one person would be like saving all of mankind: “We
ordained for the children of Israel that if anyone slew a person, unless it be for
murder or for spreading mischief in the land, it would be as if he slew the whole of
mankind. And if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of a whole
people. (5:32)

Before the advent of Islam in Arabia female infanticides were rampant due to
the prevalence of certain sets of belief as well as superstitions & social culture (eg.
dowry)etc. Quran was the first book which prohibited at the same time condemned
infanticide/foeticide and more specifically the female infanticide/foeticide.
Killing of the girl child is considered as grievous sin by the Holy Quran.

This was for the first time that the Quran expressly pronounced vide its verse
(17:31) “And kill not your children for fear of poverty. We provide for them and for
you. Surely, such a killing is a great sin”. “When the infant girl is buried alive, is
questioned for what crime she was killed” (81:8, 9). These verses ensure the basic
human right of a woman to her life which includes right to be born and right to live.
Besides several other verses could be cited which ensure her maintenance, love,
affection etc. which are essential for her full physical and mental growth &
development.

2. Right to education: Next essential right for a human being is the
knowledge. To lead a human live in the true sense one must acquire knowledge of
earthly as well as other things and such knowledge could only be acquire through
the process of proper education. Islam gives a great deal of importance to
education & calls for education and knowledge. 1t is an obligation in Islam to seek
education, When Islam commands Muslims to seek knowledge and education, this
1s a general command for all Mustims, male and female,  is uot a command
specific for men alone.

The first guidance given to the mankind in the Qur’an was “Igra” i.e. to read,
recite or proclaim. Surah Iqra and Surah Alaq Chapter 96, Verse 1-5.“Read! Recite!

Proclaim! in the name of thyLord ......ooveeevee ». The first instruction in the Qur’an

is nothing else but to read. This instruction was to both male and female.
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According to Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh) “It is obligatory for every Muslim, male
or female, to acquire knowledge (Al-Bayhagi). '

3. Economic Rights: These rights are derived from th
Islamic law, a woman has full rights in her money, real estate, and other assets.

These rights undergo no change when she &ets married, and she retains her full
rights in buying, selling, and mortgage,
rent, enterprise, etc.
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contract between equal partners, where the bride t00 has exclygjve right to
stipulate her own conditions (2:229).
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The issue of women in Islam, is topic of great misunderstanding and
distortion partly due to lack of understanding and partly due to misbeha\:
some Muslims which has been taken to represent the teachin 2s of Islam. Therefore,
itis high time to conduct researches in Quran, especially on the matters relating to
women and to bring forward the issues in the right fronts of the entire world. Such
findings would undoubtedly differentiate between what actually should be and

what is going on in the Muslim society and definitely add to the all-round
development of the women at present & future Vis-a-

relating to women, their rights, position within the family as well asin the society-
Such researches surely be helpful in establishing equali

: : : Ly as well as ensure justice
in the family specifically and in the society as a whole, Women liberajtion in
musl-lm society is possible only when all the directions, guidelines principles
relat.mg o \-Nomen enshrined in Quran are founded ang fo]]owed,absolutelyl
Region specific systems are to be evolved bas

, ) ed on s « o
giving regards to the physical, environmenta], ¢ S_UCh principles and guidelines
for flexibility and 3daptabﬂi[y_ )

vis remove superstitions

BIBLIOGRAPHY.:

I. Doeg Islam need to Refg

May 2011 14:50) e ? Writgen by Sami Zaatari Thursday: i
2. Islamic Voice,

* 97
AKHIR 1414 Vol 11-10No: 129 * OCTOBER 1

T » Women’g Rioht mision of
*: Social R; ghtin Islam - Mode :
Rights of Women i Islam -1, By Dr. Zakir Naik)

Leilg Ahme,

s Womey . 92)
D. 60), OImen and Genoy in Islam, (Yale University Pres™ e
Ihig

0. . 09
A Misgli, Womay 423120

Q”g-pg./u ' $ Right to work and earn,Web posted at:
S JS«)tJrcc:'l'llc PENINSULA “
A Naik, 7. p,

olyg Date accesscd:
Y ¢ ny - T "nidelines.
2002. Definition and Guideline

2P 6),

jor of

Vol.2 No.2 Sultana : Source of Islamic Law & Rights of a 41

Muslim Woman Vital to Her Life

Waheed, J.S. Women’s rights in Islam. Date accessed: 7-12-2002.

Yahya, M. Muslim Women Reclaim Their Original Rights. Date
accessed: 7-12-2002.

10. Jawad, H.A. (1998). The Rights of Women in Islam - An Authentic
' Approach. London: MacMillan Press. 45, 73pp.

11. Al Quran (Surah: Verse) (2:229,234; 4: 4,7, 19, 20, 32, 129; 17: 31; 81:
8,9; 96: 1-5).

o%e




