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Abstract—The economy of India’s North East Region (NER) is largely dependent on agriculture despite having
immense potentialities and exploitable natural and mineral resources for development. The handicraft sector in the
North Eastern Region is an important sector that offers immense potentials to supplement rural incomes and
livelihoods. Lack of co-ordination in information sharing between government and resource centers, understanding of
changing commercial status of handicrafts, assessing the existing position of artisans within the regions are some
grey areas that need investigation. An analysis of indicators-both human capital and physical capital endowment and
the changing pattern of handicrafts exports in a global perspective to identify priorities of supply and demand remains
a problem. Thus, there is an urgent need to explore and analyze the reason of key hindrance for development of
handicrafts and their trade from the North Eastern Region. This paper briefly attempts to understand the changing
trends of commercialization of crafts, the level of local employment generation from the handicrafts sector at the
national and regional level. An attempt has been made to analyze the initiatives of various resource centers and the
progress of handicrafts trade in India as well as in the region in brief. This paper also highlights investment in the
handicrafts sector at the state level in the North Eastern States and its implication in handicrafts and infrastructural
gaps between the existing clusters; self help groups (SHGs) and artisans covered under the Ambedkar Hastashilpa
Vikash Yojana (AHVY). A vivid analysis of marketing aspect of handicrafts products also has been carried out to assess
and explores the feasibility of marketing beyond national boundary. Attempt has also been made to find out disparity
in infrastructure and financial support to encourage handicraft sector in the region.
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INTRODUCTION

For India’s northeast, geographically, historically and politically there is a
variable need to integrate the region for accelerated development. To become
socially and economically sustainable, north east India’s growth story needs to be
inclusive. Traditionally our industrial idea is confined to crafts and hand works. Last
sixty years of our history have made us familiar with the use of machine but that
only at a relatively simple process in a few industries. However, since independence
the region is experiencing a comparatively slower pace of industrialization and
socio-economic growth. The region of eight states, spread over a 263, 00 square
kilometre stretches with a population of nearly 40 million is regarded as one of
Asia’s hottest trouble spots has remained backward in the country and has a
traditional and agrarian poor state of economy but nature has showered
benevolence on the region in the form of abundance untapped natural resources.
Strategically, north eastern region has its own distinct advantages to access the
traditional domestic market of eastern India, along with proximity to the major
states in the east and adjacent countries such as Bangladesh, Myanmar and the
South-East Asian markets. The resource-rich north east with its expanses of fertile
farmland and a huge talent pool could turn into one of India’s most prosperous
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includes a large number of women and people belonging to the weaker section of
the society. In addition to the high potential for employment, the sector is
economically viable from the point of view of low capital investment, high ratio of
value addition and highly potential for export and foreign exchange earnings for the
country as well as for the region. It is also highly labour intensive and decentralized
being spread all over the country in rural and urban area. It helps to engage in
certain craft works in part time basis. Handicraft is a sector which is being explored
from the point of view of hidden potential area. From the point of view changing
global life style products in the international market, changing consumer taste and
trend, changing designs, pattern, product development, changes in production
facilities for variety of materials, production techniques and small share of Indian

handicrafts in the world market there is need to proceed further for its
development.

However, with the liberalization of national economy, reforms in structural
patterns and relationships, coming up of Regional Trade Agreement (RTA), recent
signing of Free Trade Area (FTA) agreement between India and Association of
Southeast Nation (ASEAN) are the most important developments for India (and also
for the region as a whole) since the introduction of economic reform in early 1990s.
This development of regional economic integration .has added a new dimension
towards handicraft activities in the region to revive the fledgling handicraft sector
and generate sustainable employment and income for crafts men. It is expected that
the FTA agreement will fill up the development gaps in north east India that have
remained unattended for more than six decades through skill up gradation. Again
Government India’s declaration of National Policy on Skill Development in the year
2009 aiming to develop 500 million skilled workers by 2022, role of Export
Promotion Council (EPCH) aiming at to bring all Indian handicrafts under one
umbrella and boost Indian share in the global merchandise through export, recent
signing of a pact with China, Council for the Promotion of International Trade
(CCPIT) to explore possibilities of enhancing export of Indian handicrafts to the
neighboring nation and present initiative of the office of the Development
Commissioner( Handicrafts), Ministry of Textile’s expression of interest (EOI) for
integrated scheme for handicrafts development of N.E. India to address the related
problems in an integrated manner have been able to push handicraft industry one
step ahead for rejuvenation. For India’s North East handicraft is believed to be one
of its own brands of economic activities and means of livelihood. So,
commercialization of handicrafts can be considered as “game changer” for north
east India’s rural economy. The North Eastern Region in view of their ethno-cultural
diversity with tribal and non-tribal component significantly displays varieties of
handicrafts in the region and outside world to some extent. It is associated with the
ritual and tradition of the people of the region. These have demonstrated indigenous
values and have won worldwide acclaim for their design. Crafts, it may be of wood
carvings, wooden art wares, imitation jewellery, marble crafts, pottery with cane,
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out of which 70 per cent is hilly, mostly through mountainous terrain, almost 98 per
cent with China and Bhutan in the north, Myanmar in the cast and Bangladesh in the
south and west. The region is one of the rich bio-diversity regions in the world and
at the same time highly prone to climatic change and rich in hydro-potential, oil and
gas, coal, limestone and forest wealth. Around 65 per cent of the forest of the region
is down by government. Forest covers in the region are also owned by the village
communities, individuals and chiefs. The Brahmaputra valley of Assam
accommodates half of the population of the region. At present north eastern region
has 252 urban centers. The largest city amongst all according to census 2011 is

Guwahati (9.63 lakh population) which we can also call the gate way of north
east India.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. Whether there are any gaps in financial resource mobilization for the
development and commercialization of handicrafts in India’s northeast?

2. Are there any infrastructural gaps between the existing clusters; self help
groups (SHGs) and artisans for the growth of trade in handicrafts?

3. Whether the feasibility of market beyond the region is sufficiently explored
for the development and commercialization of handicrafts in the region?

OBJECTIVES

1. To identify changing pattern of handicraft trading in the North Eastern
Region.

2. To find out the causes of poor performance in the commercialization of
handicraft in the region.

3. To identify the gaps between level of infrastructure cluster, artisan, total
production and available human and physical indicators.

4. To find out trends of marketing and area of marketing in future.

METHODOLOGY

This study is primarily based on secondary data. Source of data on socio-
economic variable is secondary. Handicraft dataof the states have been collected
from census survey of handicrafts(State-wise report) N.C.A.R.E.,, New Delhi 1999,
Ministry of Handicrafts and Textile, Govt. of India, North East Development Financial
Institution (NEDFi) databank Quarterly, office of the D.C. (Handicrafts) NERO
Guwahati, House fed Complex and North Eastern Handicrafts and Handloom
Development Corporation Limited (NEHHDCL) Guwahati, Bamunimaidam. NABARD
Rural plus Issue-1 Feb 2014, the recorded handicrafts data is taken into account.
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linking with forest resources in north east India. As compared to average sex ratio of
the state, sex ratio and literacy rate amongst artisans shows very high and indicated
a high possibility to generate skilled craftsmen through training in the region
(Fig. 2 and Table. 2).
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Fig. 1: Distribution of Percentage of Forest Area and Artisan in India
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STATUS OF HANDICRAFT INDUSTRY IN INDIA AND NORTH EAST INDIA

Handicraft industry in India and North East in particular is lz%g.ging in efficient
appropriation of potentialities and strugglir_1g to reach a minimum level' of
production and export possibility frontier aiming at loca! employment generation.
So, to understand the true fact of the problem a cross section analysis of factors that
influence the trend and future prospect of handicraft is felt necessary. For better
analysis, percentage of artisan, percentage share of the forests and percentage of
value of production have been taken into consideration to find out the existing
status of handicrafts of India and North East India. Bar diagram (Fig. 3) indicates an
unexpected gap between physical and human component of handicrafts’ both in the
country and North Eastern Region. In states like Goa, availability of forest resource
seems to be higher than existing artisan and production unit. Whereas, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Bihar and West Bengal vulnerability indicates higher
in India, states such as Orissa, Kerala, Himachal and Goa and in the North Eastern
Region except Assam have the highest potentiality of growth of handicraft industry.
Bar chart shows that there is considerable degree of opportunity for development Qf
handicraft industry. The north eastern region can also be called virgin fields P
terms of percentage of forest to generate employment opportunity and livelihood
?g:e\;vtesger s;gtion of the people. It has been observed that Himachal Pradesh haseér‘
cent Goavae;d K-79 Per cent, artisan 1.19 per cent and volume of production 0.17P s

: erala have 56.59 per cent forest covers but shares only 0.04 number
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numbers of artisan exceed the existing forest cover in the state i.e. forest. This
indicates adverse impact on forest. In respect handicrafts of north cast India, it
depicts enough scope comparing to availability of forest cover in respect of numbers
of unit, numbers of artisan and level of existing value of production of each state.
State of Arunachal Pradesh shares 81.25 per cent of forest cover as against 0.31 per
cent of numbers of unit, 0.38 per cent numbers of artisan and value of production of
Rs 3.25 crores. Manipur shares 75.81 per cent forest against 7.74 per cent numbers
of unit, 9.29 per cent of artisan and value of production of Rs 0.56 crores. Mizoram
shares 82.98 per cent forest covers but only 0.17 per cent of numbers of unit 0.12
per cent of artisan and value of production of Rs 0.02 per cent which highlight
greater prospect for future development comparing to total unexploited natural
resources. It has been observed that except Assam and Nagaland value of
production shows very high indicating greater exploitation forest resources. In
totality, though the value of production indicates high in the region but state wise
development of handicraft in the region still displays low and indicates scope for
development of handicraft industry in the country as well as in the region (Fig. 3).

Status of Handicraft Industry in India and N.E . India

90
80
70
60
Ll
g 50
b
o 40
n- -
30 B 9% of Artisans
20 I " l ' B 9% Of Forest Area
10 [ E = ) .
o l'. el 111l | J ) k J 1) 1} i Bl ©% Units
> 9 2 T x =Z 2 S z £ = g2 3 B % Value of Production
2 = & & 3 ¥ w 8 g 5 § & g
= = - < —_— 3] (%) - = = — =
5 o 1= ) = fad) - 3 = o 3 o
o -~ = o) = j=1 -
o [ 7 o o = 3 =
= 5 S a F
j:% %] 8 m
& = \
wn o
= "
(72}
States

Fig. 3: Status of Handicraft Industry in India and N.E. India

LEVEL OF INFRASTRUCTURE GAPS UNDER SCHEME AMBEDKAR HASTASHILPA VIKASH YOJANA (AHVY)
IN THE NORTH EAST INDIA

The level of infrastructure is one of the prime factors responsible for the growth
and development of industry in the county or in the region. For India’s North East
several scheme and projects are being implemented for the development of
handicraft one such initiative on this line is Ambedkar Hastashilpa Vikash Yojana



i nd Hnndicmfls: A Sustainnblo approach
e north caster regionfo\
r l'he D

Mnsma
ertaken in tl
ment and liveli .
lihood to the local p evelg,
OODIQ 5 an
alm; t

o eistin positon of bandicrats o
aft Bazar N;Cl l(ly centre, raw mor‘the regat
and Nl"n,ber.oor ongoing CI“Stera:\fria' l)gnon
to find out el arllsan cover u' 0. } k,
infrastructural gaps nder g (10"

In the N ‘Mo

(AHVY) which has beer

of Handicra
to strengrhen regions economy-
vies of handicrat‘ts such

basic amenities
handicmﬂs museumn, Cr
fts (SHGHS)

desigh bank,
help groups in handicra
under AHVY has peen taken for study
From the . piagram” (Fig: 4) it has been observed that ti
ipfrast.-uctural gap between the states of India and in tl tlerej is a cong; Biop
availability of natural resources is high for handicrafts d]e.reglon. Stateslderable
development. .State of Meghalaya possesses 69.5 per cent e‘}\)lCt low infrastl" Wher,
?oer; Sc;ex;tr,el\:::z}lpli)li 751.8 per. cent, Mizoram 83 per cent anci Trriu"acha] Pradesuhct;ral
fore ved Lo (a)lthz ). Infi astructure available under this Sqfeura §7.4 per Cent1.3
Handicra&s(SHGHs)r' st:tes of the north east India, i.e Selrfne 'S VEry poor !
o izoram 3.52 ler; ) Efune'arc!?al Pradesh possess 4.21 per .cent MHe‘lp Groups fff
e cover .undir tlnt, ripura 15.90 per cent, Nagaland 16 7anlpur 18.33 pe
o rZ148 per cent 1eM‘scheme in Arunachal Pradesh L 2 per cent. No r
_ Mizoram 2.81 per . is 4.18 of
Naga}land 11.70 per cent. In respect of "Cp ft cent, "Tl‘lpura 14.23 per per cent,
gilzmpu_r depict nil. In respect of No. of Co;amoﬁa:ar. , except Assam, Naga(;znt and
signirrfcglon] are poor except Assam, Manipur a ZClllty Centre almost the Stnd ang
of the b?)rt]ltl}},]hlgh gap in infrastructural develoment Nagaland (Table 3). 'l"haet;ES :
uman and physical capital endowment In the region as per availabﬁi:)s'

Infra
structure gaps in Handicraft in NER (AHVY)

B Assam

= Manipur

Percent

m Nagaland

w Tripura

s Arunachal Pradesh

& &
R R &
o & & P R
\Qo\ %-9 N QU c,;"\, &
& o ¥ o
$ = 2 * ° © ® Mizoram
\"Q &° &
& ® °~\é m Meghalay?
"0\& & B Sikki
C} m
O\Y'

Infrastructures

Fig.4:In
! Infrastru
cture Gaps in Handicraft in NER (AHVY)

ﬁ




Challenges to the Development and Commer

Table 3: Infrastructure Gaps in Handicraft in NER under

Ambedkar Hastash

ilpa Vikash Yojana (A1IVY)

clalization of Handicralts in North-East India 4 25

S 2 k
% é ] ™ \g.l;‘ ?:D w =
o, e o - P
[V Y o [ . 3 Y

v E 5 = . 5 o 3) ol S8 = < . E

g EE | % S5 | 3| Eg | SE | 5 | &2

S S8 @ T = a S = Zz G z zS8 &
Assam 26.32 37.50 25.00 50.00 85.11 30.46 10.03 38.09
Manipur 39.47 25.00 25.00 25.00 10.64 22.52 18.33 21.48
Nagaland 7.89 12.50 50.00 25.00 1.26 11.26 10.72 11.70
Tripura 2.63 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 17.88 15.90 14.23
Arunachal Pradesh 13.16 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.96 4.21 4.18
Mizoram 5.26 12.50 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.31 3.51 2.81
Meghalaya 0.00 12.50 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.62 6.40 643
Sikkim 5.26 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.99 091 1.08
Total NER 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Source: Proposal submitted to HQR,New Delhi during 2011-12 as on 19-10-2011 under AHVY in respect of
office of the D.C (Handicrafts) NERO, Guwahai

LEVEL OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF HANDICRAFT INDUSTRY

Strengthening of industry in any region entirely rests on availability of financial
resources. Handicraft which is considered to be an industry of opportunity for
livelihood is very much essential to study the existing financial position and
implication towards development so as to bring the derailed industry back the track.
For India’s north east, current financial allocation under Ambedkar Hastashilpa
Vikash Yojana (AHVY) has been studied (Fig. 5 and Table 4). Here, intervention
sanctioned, amount to be released, submitted to Hqr. anticipated release, percentage
of artisan, percentage of unit and volume of production has been compared by “Bar
Diagram’ for all eight states of North East India. It has been observed from the fact
that except Assam, Manipur, Sikkim and Tripura all the other states of north east
depict poor intervention as compared to their natural resources. In respect of
financial allocation, except Assam, Manipur and Tripura rest of the states have been
sanctioned less than expected. Arunachal Pradesh where the expected resources for
handicraft are as high .i.e. Arunachal Pradesh 81.25 per cent, Meghalaya 69.5 per cent
and Mizoram 83 per cent but intervention sanction and finance sanctioned and
volume of production indicated less than expectation .i.e. Arunachal Pradesh 3.72 per
cent and 0.84 per cent and 0.03 per cent, Meghalaya 0.93 per cent, 0.97 per cent and
0.03, Mizoram 1.27 per cent, 0.97.and 0.03 per cent respectively. One of the vital
aspects to be observed in this chart is that Nagaland where Forest cover depicts 80.5
per cent next to Arunachal Pradesh and No. of artisan and unit of production was
42.74 per cent and 42.29 per cent have only 0.70 per cent production which indicated
a sad picture in respect of growth and development in handicrafts in Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya in 2011-2012. The highest volume of production
was observed in the states of Assam, Mizoram and the Tripura and the lowest was in



d [od l . \

anipur, Nagaland, Meghalaya and Sikkilnb
AJEPY . . 0
Il as human component needed for dcve.lopmlem of handicrafg hili
we ; , ahnfian ) , s g
: .o trends but depicted poo! performance lp volume of productioy N
shown increasing Mizoram and Tripura showed the highest Percentagq lr
0

ontrary, Assan Rk i
:)I:'delction :,s compared to the other states ol N.I )

26eT

Arunachal pradesh and Meghalaya. InM

financial as

Financial Implication
L ——
50.00 :
45.00
40.00
§ 35.00
S 3000
25.00
20.00
15.00
10.00
5.00
0.00
States &
m Interventioned Sanctioned B Amount to be released m Submitted so far to Hqr.
m Anticipated Releadsed u % of Units m % of Artisans
P
Fig. 5: Financial Implication
Table 4: Financial Implications
—
o
e @
= B
8 0 o %) vy
& 2% o o 3 5 o §
3 EE | 23 | £ 5 E £ ¥
v
2 E B 58 | % g S < £z
Il 2 = gg 0 = S "6 “6 > 9
4 =« ] 5 C = o b
- EG | <& | 4= £ S 2 | ®=
ssam 30.82 30.82 30.3 37.35
Manipur 38.35 5 28.75 13.10 _1_1_10_,,/9/
Nagaland 6.95 3835 3788 38.76 1.74 4117:———-——/400/
Tripura 16 69 16(;95 19.14 19.81 42.29 42.74 ,_,_%732/
Arunachal Pradesh 3..71 3 7619 127 7.66 4.97 ;_C‘_.QZ—-—«-—/%O:;/
Mizoram 1.27 1.27 0‘84 2.51 0.95 ‘OL@/’W
N!eghalaya 0.93 0'97 141 1.29 7.59 __fﬁ)f}_.__-/oo{
Sikkim 1.27 1'27 1.37 1.48 0.95 1.10 __,02{
. 1.75 1.21 33.37 ;Zl@——ﬂ.-m

Source: Proposal submitted to HQR, New Delhi d

of the D.C (Handicrafts) NERO, Guwahai uring 2011-12 as on 19-1011Under AHYV in Tospec



Challenges to the Development and Commercialization of Handicralts in North-East India 4 27

CURRENT TRENDS OF EXPORT AND IMPORT, PERCENTAGE OF GROWTI AND BALANCE
OF TRADE OF HANDICRAFTS IN INDIA

Foreign trade cannot be isolated from the total economy and it can be integrated
to the analysis of the component that determines the level of employment and
income of a country. So, analysis of income determination in a closed economy in
which the foreign sector is excluded begging with the familiar national income
equation. For India, handicraft is one of the prime sectors which play a significant
role in economic development. India, having a the largest Democracy, demographic
evidence and demand for business as a fast growing developing country, analysis of
foreign trade in terms of export, import, its percentage of growth and balance of
trade cannot be isolated from the total economy. The important issue of foreign
trade is to understand the existing position trade and level of earning and
employment front in the “Handicraft” sector in India. It has been observed from the
following fact that in the first four years i.e. 2004/08 trade balance shows
significantly negative but slow progress but after 2009, indicates negative trade in
handicrafts. From 2009/2011 (April-Dec) there shows improvement in handicrafts
balance of trade. Though there has been increase in the export of handicrafts in
2011-13, corresponding import also increase at a high level. Therefore balance of
trade indicates negative in all the years. (Fig. 6 and Table 5). In 2004-2005, export
of handicrafts of Rs. 83.536 crores but in the same year import position was Rs
111.517 crores. Exports indicated increasing trends.

Trend of export, import, percentage of growth and balance of
trade of Handicrafts (In crores)
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Fig. 6: Trend of Export, Import, Percentage of Growth and Balance
of Trade of Handicrafts (In Crores)
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CHANGING GLOBAL TRENDS AND PATTERNS OF COMMERCIALIZATION OF HANDICRAFTS

AND pOSITION
OFINDIA'S NORTH EAST

India, has 68.70 per cent of rural population and nearly 65 per cent of
population below 35 years. Economically active population under the age group1s-
59 according to census 2011 was 62.5 per cent. The country has enough labour
potentiality for the development of handicraft industry to generate employment gpq
livelihood to the rural local people along with strengthening national economy by
exporting handicrafts abroad. As an engine of social and economic reform ang
means of livelihood, handicrafts is providing employment to over 60 lakh artisans
(including those in the carpet trade) mainly of women belonging to weaker sections
of the society primarily in the rural India. As a labour intensive industry handicrafts
have a high potential for export earnings. India is one of the key players in export of
handicraft in the world market and considered to be second largest employment
generating sector with numerous artisans engaged in craft works on part-time basis.
Presently handicrafts tradition of India assimilated between traditional designs and
modern technique. Continuing demand handicraft items has pushed the existing
unorganized handicraft sector to more organized one to avail the growing
international demand for it. Indian economy by virtue of its strong macroeconomic
fundamgntal has been one of the most resilient and faster growing emerging
E(C)zl;:n:lleeic offthe world. Despi.te the f‘mancial crisis that has .had neé;:::)\:i
Promgtion Cesu:cr“n;o?;of tl.le‘natlons, lndla‘con.tinued. to grow handlc,'aftf.boldly y
the Governmuen, fOrox : andngaft (EPCH) which ls.consndfared to be thf: apeﬁ depicts
India’s image. abrmglomot.lop of export of llElﬂFllCraﬂ'S in the COlIllltl.ny_ln;OdS nd
services. It has also ‘takaeizzll'i!lal‘)le o0 LT OF hl-gh quality of hanchqa tifmind the
international Eporior i |gt}ve to ensure various measures keeping

andicrafts to excel in these fields globally.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) ;::?
North Eastern States Economy (Handloor ther
» October 2005, increasing trend of handicrafts (Ol.
Was merely 387.00 crores during the Y€
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establishment of handicrafts council in 1986-87 and it has rises to Rs 13032 crores
in 2004-05. The countries found to be the highest importer of Indian handicraft are
USA (30%), Germany (11%) and UK (11%) and the lowest importer was
Switzerland (91%). Rest of the countries also depicts low volume of export. This
scenario highlighted the fact that the volume of international trade in handicrafts is
very low as compared to our available human and physical endowment and forest
resources (and Table 2). Though there are 193 countries in the world the other
hand the country is able to export handicraft product only to a few nations in the
world. This scenario highlighted the fact that handicrafts are still confined in the
country and unable to tap global market as expected (Fig. 6). Fact is that handicrafts
export promoters are still lagging behind to showcase or exhibit marts globally to
encourage buyers more for Indian handicraft product need to cover more and more
countries to boost the handicraft industry and to generate more employment and

livelihood for weaker sections of people in the country thereby strengthening rural
economy at large.

Global Export Position of Handicraft

Australia Canada
France
2% 3% 49

Saudi
Arabia
2%

Switzerland
1%

Fig. 6: Global Export Position of Handicraft

CONCLUSION

From the foregoing discussion it is clear that there exists sharp regional
disparity between Human and Physical Capital Endowment and percentage of forest
cover needed for handicrafts which made the handicraft sector sick. The literacy
rate amongst the artisans depicts higher than the State’s average literacy rate in the
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handicrafts as compared to availability of natural resources for handicrafts, Ty,
study revealed that though there is significant chz?nges In export, import, leve| of
growth and balance of trade in the country but it reflects poor performance
export ie. growth of export(13.59) per cent in 2008-09, (3.53) per cent in
2009-2010 and (29.5) per cent in 2010-2011 up to April to December. During the
time trade balance was negative i.e. in 2008-09(-118.401) per cent, in 2009-2010
(-109.621), and in 2010-2011 (-82.01) per cent up to April to December. From the
above observation we can come to the conclusion that trading and
commercialization of handicrafts remain confined to the region becaust
international importing countries of handicrafts are very less as compared t0 the
total nation in the World. It is presumed that the Indian handicrafts in the
International market mainly based on USA, UK, Japan and Germany and contribution
Incase of other is negligible.
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of handicraft in the region. As the craftsmen are becoming rare day by day and
young generations are no longer interested in pursuing the old family tradition due
to changing global scenario of economy and service, so Lo revive the handicraft
sector there is an urgent need to take initiative by the Government in building up of
confidence amongst the artisans through financial help. The nodal agencies for
handicraft development such as “Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts” need to
take immediate step to identify more arcas ol export internationally and open
exhibition marts to showcase handicraft product to generate employment and
livelihood for the poor people aiming at strengthening national ecconomy.
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