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Fighting Communalism in India in
the light of the principles of the
philosophy of the Veda.

Dr. Parimal Kumar Dutta
M.A. (Tripple), M.Ed., Ph.d

Meaning of Communalism :
Communalism means a sentiment of enmity towards

Oqlel‘ religions and communities. It 1S generally associated
with a narrow, selfish, divisive and aggressive attitude on the

part of a religious group-

Background of Communalism in India :

India never witnessed violent communal clashes before the
British rule, Communalism has its 0rigi0 in the British rule. The
British followed the system of “divid® and rule” and fomented
communal hatred to serve their 00 interest. The scorpion of
communalism nurtured by ther iS stinging still the Yi.tals °f1{1dian
national life. This is well exploited by different political parties to
serve their selfish ends.

Factors of Commu

The root of communalis

factors. Some of the im t cause
‘ portan ; :
During the period of the British rule Hindu-Muslim

communalism was due to decP diversities in respect of places
od of worships, religious festivals,

ofWOrship holy book th
, holy books, me _
Social customs and ways of daily life, language and standard of

nalism puring the British Rule :
m has connected with many
s are mentioned here.

Factor of Com munalism after independence :
Ec . ound H e .
onomic Backgr onomy, wretched condition in
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slum areas, poverty, wrong economic policy, illiteracy and lack
of industries give birth of frustration and this, on occasions, burst
forth in the form of violent and lawless activities and turns into
communal clashes in some cases. The unemployed youth is easily
drawn by the politico-religious leaders towards religious
fundamentalism and fanaticism.

Social Cause : _

Conversions from one religion to other religion are much
publicized. Reactions from the community whose members
get converted give birth to communalism.

Presence of some communalist Political Parties and
Groups :

Some communal political parties and a few fundamentally
religious organizations pollute the whole environment. They
raise communal issues. They issue fatewahs instigating their
communities to take weapons against other communities.
They do not hesitate to play the communal card. Some parties
play the dual role during elections only for votes. Even some
so-called secularist, pseudo-secularist and over-secularist
political parties make alliances with the communalist parties
and organizations only for acquiring the political power and
forming governments.

Religious Orthodoxy and Fanaticism :

Some Muslim leaders foster anti-modern ideas, the
supremacy and significance of religion in individual life and
the basic and fundamental differences between the Hindy and
the Muslim cultures, personal laws and ways of living and
thinking. On the other hand, some Hindu organizations
emphasize Hindu culture, stress Hindutva and Hindu rashtra
Thus communalism is kept alive in India. .

Compulsions of Electoral Politics :

During elections in India, an unhealth ition i

. , y competition is

observed among the different political parties. Tﬁey try to
appease the different sections of population and groups by

R

Upanisadic philosophy prove e apply the upnh

granting concessions and giving promises. They create communal
tensions to secure more votes.
Governinents' Inertia : e
Hindu-Muslim communalism persisted and persists in
India due to the failure of the union Government and the state
governments. These governments fail to tackle the problem

firmly. The tendency of the rulers is to treat the Hinc.iu-
Muslim riots as a law and order problem. The Union
munal parties on the

Government could not ban the com
ground that it would be unconstitutional.

Role of Pakistan :

Pakistan Ia:lways sends their agents‘to createdcommlg?z]
tensions in India. Moreoven the Pakistan lea er;l,urrta ;u;
television and the government c.ontrolled l;:rezs‘;er urt out
im"‘ginal'y stories of communal violence, when
a Hindu-Muslim flare up.

Ot ors : N .

Be:iZZSF;lc:se factors, the evils ot.‘ pohtx;agl é)z;rrt;::,rgg
strains on Indian federal syste™ the falhlnre agd e B
level political institutions to work properrn Zn end e 0. the
credibility of the machiner)I' git; gove
£ ism in India. )
acto{fe:l)ifc ?l:ni;:sl:;)all:;fnd principles to be applied to fight
” fsm : i e found

m?ll‘l: ;lf::rllll‘ar;ent solution to cor}lt}rlllil:ag;?llo:;hz e
in the basic principles and the h{g efour Sreat P o viz
vedas, The Vedic scrip? = comprlsetharva-Veda. According
Rg'Veda, Yajur.veds, Sama-vee? & assified into (a) Mantra
to Winternitz, the Vedic Jiterature 15 € S e Vedic ) erature
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to uproot communalism from India, we are sure to do it
permanently. Let us know the basic principles of Upanisads
which are the inseparable parts of the Vedas.

1. Unity in Diversity

The central theme of the Upanisads is to seek unity in
the midst of diversity. The Mundaka Upanisad asks ** sfam
g et fam weifnd formd s’ “What is that by knowing
which everything in this universe is known?” The answer is
to be found in the conception of God or Brahma, Taittriya
Upanisad answers ‘‘odl &1 s yaift Sy | 39 Sty staf |
T yafEfaat<’’

“From whom indeed these things are born through
whom they live, and unto whom the return and merge in.”

2. Eternal Verity :

The Upanisads always speak of Atman as an eternal
verity. Katha Upanisad says

T 9ER e @ e gt YT HivEq
I e weesisd ol 7 e T W)

“The intelligent one is never born nor dies, it is neither

produced from anything nor itself produces anything, it is birthless,

eternal, undecaying, and ancient. It does not die with the death
of the body.”

3. Advaitic Approach :

The Vedas advocate advaitic philosophy. No amount of
casuistry is of any avail against the unmistakable advaitic
import of such texts as 3¢ ¥@M&- I am Brahman Temfa-
tattvamasi ~Thou art that STaHIe 5 — This self is Brahman Td
@feag 58— All this verily is Brahman,

4. Universal Approach

Swami Vivekananda proudly declare
in the Chicago Address on 11th Septe

“I am proud to belong to a reli
world both tolerance and univers

S in his august speech
. mber, 1893,

8lon which has taught the
al acceptance.” His voice

b8

echoed the message of the Vedas.

$ ug ey / T A o | 9E i e / eREreiRg
o fafgara | & wa: wfk: Wi '

“May He protect us both together. May He nourish us
both together. May we both acquire strength together.'Let ouf
study be brilliant. May we not cavil at each other. Om! Peace!

Peace! Peace!” .
The Rgveda reminds all of universal brotherhood.

S P

“No one is superior and no one is inferio;. All :::
brothers. All should strive for the interest of all an Progr

collectively.” ; i d
e laimed in the Vedas
: all human beings 1S Proc :
Equalt:{yqT fo;g g A @ gAfw, s
AR fufienfa: . d.
“All have equal rights over the aﬂlclllzl?f;a:;; :;gut;?i(;rs
The yoke of the chariot of life s plgcted:tclller l);ving in harmony
of all. And all should worship Goa 1085 %>~ 0 o1 of the

i kes O
With and supporting one another l:’k'f‘h sepg(ajurveda S hoes the
chariot connecting its rim and hub-

equal.
world state or global village where all.are q

e qared o fad
afef o fdﬂ:ﬁr of @ staeed gvngTL.
-Hda ons know im. His identiati/l 1; ligiic:::;ure:
[13 rs |
Vi o b 90 50 o
. . . riod @ istsin all.”
l}lﬁfmg}l::;;’;&? II?IZ pervades everywhere and ex

5. Socialist ApPIoAc] :ual distribution of wealth. This
Socialism advocates &4 onomic problems which are

mmunal

approach helps in solving e.i oo ism etc. In the
causes of many problem$ like

Rgveda the seer prays t0 Indra.
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“Oh! Indra ! the nourisher! May you give us food as you
give food to the yajamana. Oh! Indra! Distribute wealth
among us as you possess immense wealth.”

The Isa Upanisad sowed the seed of socialism.

T R S W wefag ¥y |

“Protect yourself through detachment, Do not covet
anybody’s wealth.”

How to apply the Vedic principles and philosophy to
solve the problem of communalism in India.

No measures for uprooting communalism from the soil
of India will be successful until and unless the basic principles
of the Vedas are injected into the veins of the people of India.

Mass campaigning, the introduction of the proper
education system, scientific explanations of the Sstras, active
participation of the ideal religious teachers and the involvement
of the dedicated nationalist youth community can fight communalism
in the light of the Vedas.

Conclusion :

If all the measures mentioned above are taken properly and
specially the messages of the Vedas reach €very corner, we are
sure that communalism must be uprooted from the soil :)f India
for ever. We have enough theories. Now the right time is
knocking at the door of everyone and reminding us of the
immortal message

Sfes SR W s

“Arise, awake and learn by approaching the excellent ones.”

The messages and lessons of tole '

. Tance, oneness, universal
brotherhood, equality, unity and integrity wh; o
the philosophy of the Ved  Which are enshrined in

as must be infused into
India irrespective of caste the masses of

» religion, creed commun; .
i : > unity, tribe and
clan. Forgetting the messages of the Vedas, ignorint; the b:sr;c

b

principle of the constitution of India, paolying no a?tt.ention to the
rich cultural tradition and heritage of India, the dmswe. forces are
trying to destabilize the position of India. We, the Indians, must

fight communalism with the lessons and the messages of thl(;

Vedas. The message of Swami Vivekananda, Ved.aroltlc Vs‘fitl:lr, sti

echoes everywhere. “Upon the banner (:jf evte;}"gftkg‘l‘z;shnﬂ:ggz
i . . . T and not 1 ’

be written, in spite of resistance: “Help and not Dissension.”

and not Destruction.” Harmony and Peace
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