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“adition and gave his messages in the simplest lan-
ages.
Some criticise him for his view about ‘woman
d go]d°- He said, “It is ‘woman and gold” that
nds man and robs him of his freedom. It is woman
t creates the need for gold. For woman one man
comes the slave of another, and so loses his free-
lom then he cannot act as he likes™.
But this does not mean that he was against
¥omen His warning was against the Yogis attach-
Yent to women— “But it extremely harmful for a

4nnyasi.... A Sannysi may himself lead an unat-

SRIRAMAKRISHNA AND WOMEN

Dr. Parimal Kumar Datta

Kaviguru Rabindranath Tagore raised some questions in su

ort : e poem
Sabala in Mahua- pport of women empowerment in the P

q@ﬁ‘?wsﬂ i >R :
m“ﬁﬁt;ﬂ“z? i “hed Jife and may have controlled his passion but
& o must renounce ‘woman and gold to set an ex-

il ple into the world”.

© For the householder—
i mﬁ? G e iR =7 for “But it is not so harmful for a house holder who
e e ‘ ll“f"s the path of knowledge to enjoy conjugal
Lf.)plﬂﬁss with his own wife now and then. He may
ol 7o 20 sty & m’:g his sexual impulse like any other natural im-
SRR e o |

AT #4er 2 e Sti 81 Ramakrishna’s Life was his messages.

i i Set gj . . ; Z £
Oh God! Why will you not give women their ri . ; SIX unique examples for the glorification 0
look-af: the opei sky? Wiy sh;” et cho(:)l; erlil;s c:?y:l:;, ;h;ltl‘ own fate and destiny...... Shall wehonmlz . en. Fiye eqxample!:\I:fere setby }ﬁmselfand BeR
iti i - O Su 2 s 8 X ; i
weal;"];:sfea:ifsrtl;iss frr;r;n extih; 1r€.cces§|bl.e fort by putting bets on 1ife§cess’ -+ Why don’t we fet hlﬁll?;gbfhvweka“a“da who was mstrumentz;l n:
isva i ¢ A . o
questions? The main causes ;'e that \\?:;121;13::::12::? swered. What are causes of these unanswerablle "aneH are Endl:earg of }‘ns Gu.ru. His vlle;vs a
eternal motherhood and womanhood simultaneously foi(laot\i)r (1:11 (;I\;vﬁthEir real identity, manifest fully th;l; 1€ firgt e:awn fl'rorixhcse o exafr:v;:};;-m Guru
divinity among them. The only one . AL Sri Sarada Devi and to awaken p T pie-- Acceptance 0
ty g Y one person who first trj i € Very basis o f Tantea is the Motherhood of

. ed to answ . . tion %d
of women at that period and to show the path of wome r the questions regarding the pos! j o ang
. n . th e L
the incarnation of Mother Kali Before the arriva] of Sel_npo‘werm(,’m’. was Sri Sri Ramakrishna W!‘IO was Btllzuf ¢ (%lffnﬁcatmn of women. Every Pa“_ O_fa
§ S R 0dy is to be regarded as incarnate Divin-

Panishadic periods witnessed the honourabl® ":ine ffﬂk rishna set himself to bidding of the
Be €r Hers he Brahmni
g T]ihwari aShisﬁ(‘}eli;u ffe accepted t

3 e altens g R R G- Women are gods I g ;%Qnd i ;

Tantra allows 2 woman to be a Guru. It is consiq Yy * took S ESxamp le-Sarada-worship fth

> . onsidered ¢ . Caeated b a of the

by a woman guru “ R T <o cairest A St St R(; rl:le a;r:' auspicious act if a sadhaka is lrfltiateS' IHR:’I:: By ma:da Dewvi tm" the Mother o

in his words— ishna Practised all the major religion \?h -m"‘krishn age was unique. The.umo' HaE
3 Ifhe (s aand sri sarada devi was in spirt.

“I have practised all religions - Hinduism, Islam, Christian: br: .

h e hOligg . : :
++#ferent Hindu sects”. fistianity and | haye a5 followed the paths of \\ » \itg, mr)l{sn Ramakrishna) had put a pitcher

He knew that only the Tantric cult gives the exalteq poc:r: o %lean,' One day Sri Sarada Devi
SEE Posttion tg Women. So he followed the Tantf *}h h};he Mogthsn Sri Ram akrishna’s fect. She asked
—L by 8 &iven T Who is in the temple, the Mother

Tt to thig body and is now living

(A AN

in the Nahabat, the same Mother is now massaging
my feet. Truly, I always look upon you as a form of
the blissful Divine Mother”.

He wanted to awaken the divinity among
women. He worshipped Sri Sarada Devi. In the lan-
guage of Swami Nikhilananda in the introduction
to the Gospel of Sri Ramkrishna—

““A few months after Sarda Devi’s arrival Sri
Ramakrishna arranged, on an auspicious day, a spe-
cial worship of Kali, the Divine Mother. Instead of
an image of the Deity, he placed on the seat the
living image, Sarada Devi herself. The worshipper
and the worshipped went into deep samadhi and in
the transcendental plane their souls are united. Af-
ter several hours Sri Ramakrishna came down again
to the relative plane, sang a hymn to the great God-
dess and surrendered, at the feet of the living im-
age, himself, his rosary, and the fruit of his lifelong
sadhana. This is known in Tantra as the Sorasi Puja,
the ‘Adoration of woman”.

The third example— Kali-the female divinity-as

Ishtadevi - :

Sri Sri Ramakrishna chose Kali as}ns Ishtadevi
leaving behind all other ma_lle divinities, I-.le WOr-
shipped Siva, Rama and Knspn.a. He practised the
disciplines of Islam and Christianity, he accepted
the divinity of Buddha. He showed great .res;)ect
for the Tirthankaras and the_ Gurus of S'lkhism..He
honoured all the sects of Hindu including Shaiva,
Vaishnava, Ganapatyd, Saura and. otheF Sub-sects.
But he was always in the Mother intoxicated state.

He q‘rgf:/;other, [ have taken refuge in thee. Teach
me what to do and what to say. Thy will is para-

erywhere and is for the good,of theChil-
(rjnroelr;ln_;z:rge my will in thy will and make me thy

% P s ent”_ N
Bi<rapn Mother Kali in women. He said,

He saw
«One day I was
in the Kali temple.
Mother’s form f0 my mil
She looked like The prosti
come 10 bathe in the TIve

sitting and meditating on Mother
1 could by no means bring the
mind. What did 1 see them?
tute, Ramani, who used to

r, and she peeped from
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near the jar of worship. I saw it, laughed.and i

“Thou .hast the desire, O Mother, of beco Séld’
R@mn today. That is very good. Accept th e
ship today in this form™, Acting thus, she ; WOI:-
clear that a prostitute is She, there is,no'r.h'made .
except her”. ’ i

The fourt - i
e h example— Sadhana in the form of

. =Sri Sri Ramakrishna often i
self as a woman sadhika and pr;:i?geg):tjsetss 'hTm-
Sometimes he regarded himself as one o
of Vrindavana, mad with longing for
sweetheart Sri Krishna. Later on he said

“The manifestation in the same
the nineteen different kinds of emoti
called, in the books on bhakti, mahabl
nary man takes a whole lifetime to
single one of these. But in this body

s(?lf) there has been a complete man
nineteen”.

Sister Nivedita said , «T
> “Then

wonderful chapter. Being a womalf al?ﬂ;e“f!ﬁ i
God:... He came to the conclusion tl;at thel e
o.f victory may be achieved by the gj oy
sion of womanhood”, TPle expres-

“We seldom looked on Srj R
member of the male sex. We regar
us.... He was our best confidant”
male devotee of Sri Sri Ramkris

The fifth example—
of Sangha Guru

Sri Sri Rama Krishna left behi

behind Sr

as Sangha Guru. Sri Sarada Devi be?nSarada -
became the guide, leader, philosopfrer v M,

Guru in abseq(:f? of Sri Sri Ramask?iill];z friend ang
tory of the religions of the worlg this is tﬁle“fthe his.
Irst and

the lone example that a w
oman becam
a Sangha. She was previously chose:ﬂ;,eyHSea.‘d of
Il Srj

fthe gopis
her divine
individual of
on for God s
hava. An ordj.
EXpress even g
(meaning hiy.
ifestation of a1

amakrishna a5 5
ded him as one of

» COmmented
h.na, a fe-

Placing a womanp i, the seat

Z‘;’:{;‘;me far off land and while still in that moodof
pearto ;s, he Sa-ld’ “see, the people of Calcutta 3P
look aﬁeet‘}::a\xhng about like worms in the dar*
How ca; then - The Mother pleaded, “1am awomaf‘s-
body and at t?e?” The Master pointed towards hl'
ter all thi continued in the same strain, “Wha® a
more”, is one has done? Youll have to 40 ™
‘I‘n the language of Swami Vivekanandas ;
(Sri Ran?zl:k:?me the sad day when our old teaCheo
would [jst ishna) died.... We had no friends:. r
Nobody, Jen 10 a few boys a with crank notio™
People ‘;'asltlsttythl.nk of it — a dozen boys
thies With m ‘;g IdeaS, Saying they would
Pathy bro ¢? None-except one... That 01
Woman” Aught blesSing and hope. She
- And she was Srj Sarada Devi.

The sixth
and Sadhyjg Xample— Math for Brahma¢

Swamj vj
tary of Sy Srilvekananda was the greatest Comﬂ:jer,

ship, map Ramakrishna, Under his able ee fl

symp*’
s SY“;

was

hal'i“is
et
filled, swiirf?‘ms of Sri Sri Ramakrishna W' i
in which yyor . POPOSed to establish Sarad ' pe
first time i o S.h ould be allowed to enter: F 0;[ of
Womenp g Sg llig history of religion for the up ltab’
lished i | g-arate Math for sannyasinis W2° ot
the insisten 3. During the time of Buddh®: ueout
Womence of Ananda, Buddha permitte ab i
sion intg thn along with hig step mother for a-d!zif’

ferent f, € Viharas, By this Math was a" 15
» om thoge Viharas p

AMIi] gaid ccxnre

Centre of injslpis: d, “With the Holy Moth" a:d ol
the easte ation, a Math s to be estab!’® har ins

m
10 Saghyg gy O thE Ganga. As Brahi™ o i
the othey ath be trained in this Math he"" gpvi®

WI!lben.ained“ also, Brahmacharinis an ishpﬂ

Ramakrishna himself ag ;
th i : ;
Ramakrishna order. © Spiritual Guide of the (Wanteq) hus we see that Sri Sri RA™ ;e
“He said to her, “Well, my g 32; e Vel’itabT: ening of women. To b & o
L i ? ] ) : 1 j
aitything? Should this (body) do evep - Y24 90 ide ppg 20N in el Sww:lfﬂd o
iiandedly? The Master seem rything single. Of divipe i Ramakrishna how I fwha
ed to have feRued eVer casty " Motherhoog iy, every woma Y e pe’
e € mj -
Worth» Might be ight
: » Oor whatever M

T .

telling |

Now India is a free country. No power on earth
Can prevent the Indian women from untying their
chains of bondages and prejudices, breaking all the
hindrances to knowledge. And their movement in
all the directions and near their victorious footsteps
at all quarters. In spite of this tremendous progress
of women in India, “Women have always been dis-
criminated against men and have suffered denial
and are suffering discrimination in silence. Self-sac-
rifice and self-denied are their nobility and fortitude
and yet they have been subjected to all kinds of
inequities, indignities, incongruities and discrimi-
hation™.

Taking the weapons in the forms of constitu-
tional provisions, legal advice, acts and Supports
of the intellectuals and political parties, they are
ﬁ,ghtiﬂg against sexual harassment, dowry death,
bigamy, forceful termination of pregnancy, unlaw-
ful confinement, adultery matrimonial cruelty, kid-
EZI; p ;;ng, abducting, inducing, modesty; pr(chcurnal-
elty et‘:" IIIJ]ros.tltutn:m, unnatural oi’fence? (zlm c;es
Se - Inspite of all these, the numbe_r of ivorces,
daga{;at'o“s’ and conjugal conflicts 15 mcreampg
or Iy day. Women should find out the remefiles

; Ithe problems and ills in the life and teachings
gESt:d_S_r‘i‘ Ramakrishna. Swami Vivekananda sug-
Womap ¢ No man shall clicta.te lto a woman, nor a

Ondageo a man. Each one is independent. What
i worklhere may be is only that of love. Women
then Me out their own destinies much bc?tterz too,
Yo en E can ever do for them. All the mischief to
the esti as come because men undertook to shape
my of women”.
lehe re:;:?‘ar.k‘i’b[e trend of the blind imitation of
i woy disintegrating west’ among the edu-
IE; - tradifir; mn I“df§ has been a growing problem
Sigp Nith of nal society. Indian women may reatih
dhj With Progress, achieve dignity and attain
i “ang t the help of the knowledge of both the
Oug ¢, '€ West. To sum up we may quote @ fa-
Olar—. « p yq
In the west the status of women

An
1

Em;
n
Qr of Sanskrit, now he is the Head of de
g ALY®
—{ EREE U

was raised after the introduction of the Christian
worship of Mary-The Mother. But the prominent
role is the worship of youth and beauty. India
through ages established the worship of the Mother
in the family and in the society, which evidently is

the result of the worship of God as the Mother. The

new world order is coming. The barriers of country
and culture and race are slowly being obliterated.
Swami Vivekananda believed that the contract of
the Eastern Motherhood and the Western wifehood
will be harmoniously developed to the advantage

of both”. Sri Sri Ramakrishna also believed it.
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