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IS TANTRA VERY CLOSE TO MODERN PHYSICS?

Dr. Parimal Kumar Datta

[Tantra’s contribution towards human civilization i
immense. In spite of its rich encyclopedic literature and scie‘ntlﬁC
cult if is still neglected. We live in the age of science. Tantre? is not
only a literature or cult but it is also science. Modern physics and
Tantra have come closer. The theories of physics that are close to
Tantra are discussed in this article entitled ‘Is Tantra very close to
modern science?’] )

"You can neither understand the spirit of true siience, nor of
true religion unless you keep seeking in the forefront? _
. - Sir Arthur Edington.!
Introduction

Tantra is a pre-historic cult and ancient literature. Inspite of its
rich cult and encyclopedic literature, it is still much neglected,
severely criticized, bitterly abused, ruthlessly ignored, vehemently
opposed, unjustly outranked, disgracefully forsaken, OPf?I‘lY
blamed, secretly cursed and distinctly overlooked. False notions
and misconceptions about Tantra make critics, frown, scholars
shrink, readers bewilder, researchers hawk, intellectuals lame:nt,
philosophers disgust, teachers shrink, students scream, monalfts
curse, real sadhakas keep mum, pseudo- Tantrikas gloat, pseudo-

. . . e,
- secularists sneer, over-secularists clamour, iconoclasts chuckle,

atheists snarl, laymen simper and politicians uproar.?

Tantra's Contribution

The very saying of Einstein knocks us at this moment— :’:m
not especially clever or especially gifted. I am only very very
curious” .3

Out of this curiousity our journey into the domain of .gar:iu'ral
makes us wonder when we are compelled to mark the contribu A(;t,
of Tantra towards, Alchemy, Anatomy, Arc}utecéure ’ mics
Astrology, Astronomy, Ayurveda, Bio-science, Dance, kconomics,



Education, Embryology,
Geography, Geometry, History,
Mathematics, Magic, Music,
Psychology, Religion, Symbolic

Environmental Science,  Ethics,

Iconography, Law, Literature,
Philosophy, Physics, Physiology,
Science and Yoga.4

Tantra and Science

Dr. Capra in his book "The Tao of Physics" rightly comments,

"Eastern thought, ang more generally mystical thought,
Provide a consistent and relevant philosophical background to the
theories of contemporary science.”

Tantra is science. Tantra is a way of religion. In this context we
may remember Einsteins,

"Science without religion is lame.
Religion without science is blind"

Tantra and Physics
Tantra is a sadhanasastra with science”. Modern physicists now
agree to some

> Postulations of Tantra8, Fing finds peculiar
Similarities between physics and Tantsgp,

In this article "[g Tantra ve

Great scholars observe, 10
"Tantra's notions concerning time and Space, the nature of light
and heat, 8ravity and magnetic. attraction, the wave theory of
Sound are strikingly similar to the concepts of modem science. It

Big Bang Theory of Physics . -
The Big Bang Theory is the idea that the umvgrse biga:rlt ‘::1
single large explosion and that the pieces are still flying ap

i a
Its essential feature is the emergence of the ;hnel\;irieaufzgn;ig
state of extremely high temperature and destiny. T e e b
bang occurred at least 10,000,000,090 years 230. of at a partcular
no edge, so that the big bang again occurr thensame i
point in space but rather throughout space at

i “This universe
According to a modem cosmologist of Belglum,B;glilzm
is created due to the bursting of a great and original

Quantum Mechanics of Physics

ini f an
The word 'quantum' means the.xmmmum m;lm&:; a(r)ti - 0);
physical entity involved in an interaction. Quan b of Physics. It
Quantum Physics or Quantum Theory is a bran:l.I fual particle
provides a mathematical description of much of ; -
and wave-like behaviour and interactions of energy

i of the
When light is absorbed by some material, ﬂ\eh:l.\efggs. Each
material does not rise continuously, but in dxscreanﬁ of light.
jump occurs when the material abso::bs a single q‘:lo o have a
Energy levels (orbits) of electron in an atonilns woad that only
continuous range of possible energies, but ey o the
discrete 'orbits' are possible. This strange behav1Wth ofmedthe concept
concept of wave-particle duality. It is an ou.tgrohe anits or bundle
that all forms of energy are released in discre
called quanta.’s

ics, electrons can

Moreover, according to Quax}tum.Mech;xl':’lpment whimsical

sometimes move in erratic directions in ana . mlul’non of
manner which may be construed as manifes

consciousness.16

Theory of Relativity of Physics encomp fwo
The Theory of Relativity of Physics usr:l:“ﬁyvﬂy g dmgeneral
theories by Albert Einstein, special
relativity.?? ' tially deals
. - f Physics esse! .
Special Theory of Relativity ©: 1 or relative or
Withnt‘ge question of rx}:rhel:her rest or motion and




absolute and with th
e o .
they are relative,1s consequence of Einstein's conjecture that

v Y, predicting important new
that objects continye tg . VETy massive bodies, This theory shows
We observe the moﬁOnoasmove ™M @ straight line in space-times but
of space-time 19 acceleration because of the curved nature

ets of
One to the other by t the same th

in
his formu] 20 g and can be converted from

E= MC2 orM = -E.
c?2
Where,

Cis the Velocity of Light
Eis the Energy
M s the Mass

Cequals to the g

mﬂes]) per second. peed of nght (

300000 kilometers [186000

M 1-5 ﬂ'le 'I‘est m. ] .
Yher the body is at rest, Ok e body. Its mass is determined

Creation Theory of Tantra

ACCOIdin to T :
less) an 8 antra, Siva has two . e
) ond Sagupa (with attributes) 21 o4 ﬂ?ﬁﬁie?lr}%:?: t(rzl;bs]c:l:lj

issociated fr .
with Sakg 2 om Prakrti o Sakti and as the latter, he

a It is out of i . .
» Nada ang i a this that js Sakti emanates;
Wirtapng Nad.a' Bindu bursts and divides itself

‘Teation2 gy - s ' which js the Caij di
pervading
other seundsl; e >ource of leters of th, :Jltanybea fr & ords
Y which thoughys € alphabet of w

are exchanged. From $abda

arises Paficabhita.”” This universe of moving and motionless
objects is composed of Paficabhita - earth, water, fire, air and
ether.28

Quantum Mechanics of Tantra

Vamakesvara Tantra says that Energy (Sakti) is the wavy dance
of Kata (atoms).? It is also called The Law of Indeterminacy of
Physics.

Theory of Relativity of Tantra

Tantra's Yantra, Mantra and Deity are the examples of this
theory.

Yantra

Yantra is the development of Mantra and a deity is
apprehended in the form of Mantra.30

Yantra functions as a positive physical object which enables the
Sadhakas to concentrate on the meaning and significance of the
Mantra he is utilizing. It is believed that when the Sadhaka
concentrates upon the Mantra utilizing the patrician Yantra as a
physical object that Yantra becomes an idol of the Deity and the
Physical part of this object begins to expand within the mind of the
Sadhaka. His own personality slowly gets transformed from.th_e
original quality of crudeness and becomes free from egoistic
tendencies.3!

Mantra

A Mantra is composed of letters. Letters and their Combmat:l’.n%
as syllables and words and Mantras are originated from Kundalini
which is a form of Sabda Brahma.® Mantra is a p.irhcul?ar sound
body of consciousness. Mantra is a mass of radiant energy.

Under vibration small particles of matter group themsciiies
into definite geometrical patterns and figures ;orrespon ing
exactly to the quality, strength and rhythm of sound.




6
Deity

Tantric deities haye three forms- as personifications
(devatamﬁru) as

mirti), © form of a deity is a Mantra. Out of the
Mal}tra Is produced jtg deity 35 is conversion from one another
reminds us of the Theory of Relativity,

Observationg
Oneness of the Universe

This universe s ¢he Playiground of Mahasakti and also the
Manifestation of Herself %

Sini]
M l@i ]th,e different energies, powers and sources are form of that
"asakt, researches of Mmany centuries scientists have
realized tha .

language of Swami
unity of the universe, as
modern physics” 37 Capra says—
g the universe i not only the central
acteristic of the mystical €Xperience, byt is also one of the most
Modern Physics. It becomes apparent at

€ atomic level, and Manif

€St5 itself more and more as one

i Wn into the realm of sub-atomic
P"ucles. The unity Of au thm

B and events will be a recurring
theme throughout oyr compari i Eastern
Philosophy, » Parison of modem physics and
Conaciousness

ACcordlng to the Western scienti i) is i ible
; tists, energy (Sakti) is insensi
and h.f€l - Tantra cajyg Sakti full of coiysc(iousn)ess, but not
Insensible o lifeless,38
R ARy
This [ya devi Sarvabhiitegy, cetanetyabhidhiyate]
ani f° ang In the form of

inam ) Consciousness exits in all .the
M this woryg. There js © being, Mahasakei alone and only exists

None seconqg to Mahagak&39

Tharg s fgeian @ R
[ekaivaharh jagatyatra dvitiya ki mamipari]
i indness.
Mahasakti is also the reservoir of grace 'a:l?ﬁ kmrc\lrr;des
Mahasakti is Mother. This motherhood of Mahas pe
i 0
throughout the universe 4 .
i tesu mitprapena sarsthitd]
[ya devi sarvabhiitesu matyriipena sarhs Lo the
. 3. o
Tantra's concept of consciousness smkeéa ﬂ’;z :m”lnn e
modem scientists. In the language of Dr. : pn I\ connection
physics, the question of consciousness hfsﬂarlse
with the observation of atomic phenomena”.

matter, he
He adds,- "Penetrating into ever deeper realms of

i ity of all things
(the physicist) has become aware of the esseni:aél ::ul:)el Pimself
and events. More than that, he has also leflm o Thas the mystic
his consciousness are an integral part of this l.lmfy(;ne starting from
and the physicist arrive at the same cortc:lusll:;’l:l.42
the inner realm, the other from the other world”.

antum
Stephen Hawking observes,~ ”VYith th: ea:i\tr‘et:tc:;‘ P
Mechanics, we have come to recognize 'thaalways > degree of
redicted with accuracy, but that there is £ unvertainty. If one
Encertainty, but that there is always a degree Oth? e etion of
likes one could ascribe the randomness to
God” &3

Conclusion

--“Atomic physics
In conclusion we may quote Dr. (?apr::s :;t"me e:sei'\ti 1
provided the scientists with the ﬁrs.t .gMI:re ow dealing with
nature of things. Like the mystic, phys:cmut:ewthe mystics; they had
a non-sensory experience of reality afld rierce. From then on,
to face the paradoxical aspects of this expe: hysics became akin
therefore, the models and images of modem p! .
to those of Eastern philosophy” .4

E > , Edington as quo
! Science and the unseen world, Sir Al‘t:\“r  p.190
Science and Religion, Swami Rongana ananda
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