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Woman in Tantra

Dr. Parimal Kumar Datta
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O Goddess, be gracious, protect us always from the fear of enemies,
just as you have now promptly saved us from bondage by the 4suras.
Quickly may You bring the sins of all the world to tranquility, and the great
calamities born of the ripening of the portents.

This prayer reminds us of the importance of the feminine divinities in
Tantra. It is reflected in the position of women in Tantric cult.

Meaning of Tantra :

Various derivative meanings and definitions of Tantra are given. Some
of those meanings are * loom, chapter, medicine, unbleached cloth, a system
of study or a school of discipline, dress, weaving, conclusion, principal
doctrine, paraphernalia, Administration, Ayurveda, Scientifice treatises,
procreation, method, composition, herbs, oath, the scriptures by which
knowledge is spread etc.

In its present widely accepted sense, Tantra means a literature which
spreads knowledge and particularly knowledge of profound things with the
help of mystic diagrams ( Yantra) and words possessing esoteric meanings
(mantra) and helps the attainment of salvation. *

Position of Women in India Through Ages :

According to an age old tradition 3, there is no distinction between
man and man, all being equally Brahman-¢ ayamaima brahma- the Atman
is Brahman,’ tattvamsi-thou art that. In some places it is asserted that no

d 2 -
distinction between man and woman is ever tolerated by our holy books. A

woman s even said 10 be superiot to tan, s perfeetly \\\\Q-\\\A\‘&‘S\\\\\\g\\ﬁ;\'\?;&\\ A
S creators and sustainers of life on earth, women have some special duties

to perform, some special paths to follow, some special ideals to strive after.
Utthese no means lower their dignity and status.'8

°Men in the Vedie Literature :
Perig Th? Indian women reached the zenith position during the Vedic
HHntellectya] life they occupied the same position as men. There
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:g::::)lf mt:ltesses, warriors and philosophers. Women received highest
Braomon -da_n‘. were c.alled Brahmavadinis and Sadyobadhiis. The
Vedas arfd lgftwer:_gl ven Brahmasitras and were allowed to study the
Brahmasitras a;; o mglamra >. Sadyobadhiis were given the
husbands and werem:;lned : T.hey took part in sacrifices along with their
Women personaliti clike‘i ek This period produced a good number of
Kaksivati " ViSavara, Romaa, Ambhr, ni Vak, Juhu, Paulomi,
vatl, Ghos3, Jarits, dha, kamayani etc, !

| The Rgveda contaings h
) ymns by as many as tw
see;s 12 Thgre is evidence to sho y y as twenty seven women
professions like those of the dyers, embroiderers, an
. 2. s idere asket makers. which
also indicate the absence of the purdah.? randb 1S, WG

Women in the Later Vedic Ages:
During the later part of the Vedic
R ages, women coul j
the privileges that they got earlier. But an upward trend agai(:::;)t:en;:e):l?i

the status of women durin: isadic nert
g the Upanisadic period. Ggroi S
the most learned women personalities of ﬂ;p;n penoczlar]? and maitreyi were

Women in the Epic And The Puranas:
" Women occupied glorious position i
- positions in the iy . .
ts't;:,R‘;‘mayana and the Mahabharata, Kausalyg:esl{mmortal epics of India,
ar1 were celebrated women in the Ramayana ;sta’ Anasiys, Sramani,

The Mahabhérata is res :

. e plendent wi
ﬁfﬂmg??mm pursuing theirideals andth 2 g_ala)g of great women
spheres of life. They are Gandhari, Kunt, Draupags eirends in different
Sakuntala and Satyabhama etc. aupadi, Savitd, Damayanti,

The celebrated women of the

and Uma. " Apasare Madalass, Devahuti, Sarr

(28)

that women followed a number of

Pracya / uredn

Women in the Siitras and Smytis :
The position of women in India gradually deteriorated as the golden
Vedic ideals of unity and equality began to fade off through the passage of

- time. During the period of the Sttras and smirtis, women were bracketed
- with Sidras. They were denied the right to study the Vedas, to utter Vedic
-mantras and perform Vedic rites. But mothers were honoured as before'®,

manu says !*,
yatra naryastu piijyate ramante tatra devatah
yatraitastu na pijyante sarvastatraphalah kriyah

Where women are honoured, there the gods revel; where they are
not honoured all religious acts become futtile. He also says 2
upadhyayan dasacarya acaryanam satam pita
sahasrantu pitrnmata gauravenatiracyate

i An Acdrya excels ten Upadhyayas in glory, a father excels ahundred
Acaryas, but a mother excels a housand fathers.

Women in Tantra :

Tantra emerged as an invincible cult with its universal approach,
catholic outlook, encyclopaedic literature, utilitarian principlers, ideals of
equality and nature of broad adaptability *'. But Tantra's remarkable feature

" lies in its most liberal view about women's status and position.

Women and Tantric Rituals :

Tantra is basically a Sadhanasastra. It is full of rituals. The
performance of rituals prescribed requires some techniques that are hidden.
These techniques are known only by a qualified Guru. The Guru is the
centripetal force of the Tantric cult. According to Tantra, a woman has every
right to be a Guru. Rudrayamala lays down some qualifications of a woman
Guru 2. This Tantra, of course, disqualifies a widow to be Guru 2.
guruyogya bhavet sahi vidhava parivarjita. If amother is a widow, she
can be a Guru. Tantra asserts that it is better and auspicious for a Sadhaka

(29)
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tobeinit
initiated by a woman Guru. Ifhe is initiated by his mother it will bring

Striyo diksa subhz prokta matuscastagunah

Regardi i
are specialgly szf% W‘::E“I'), Tantra prefers goddesses, Tantric goddesses
Bhail'an, Chinn, - g‘l;ldya_s 25_- Kaﬁa Tﬁrﬁ, SOdaST,A Bhuvanesvari,
allowed to w masta, Dhumavaty, Bagal, Matangi, Kamala. Women are
orship these goddesses. ‘ ’ ”

Women education ang Tantra :

Education was gi
. given much importance } . .
;V'Iere Imparted almost ] kinlcll(s:h ot n Tantric period. Wome”

s of education exi i i
ana Tan 2% - ation existed in that eriod.
Girls should ::11wat;;il ;:ys - Kanyzpyevarn palaniya éiksa:ﬁyatiyzfmatah
under the flourighi gpe:for gg;r_}}’ educated. The entire Gupta period falls
through-out the country, Durin;n tlt::;When the mother cult of Tantra spread

Period, some of the women became

Women at home :
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= JOyed special . . .
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e ot bt o
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Most exalted Position of Women :
The most exalted position of women in Tantra invites the attention

of all the philosophers of the world. No other religious philosophy of the
world has given this position to women. SITST Candi says, %

vidya samastastava devi bhedah
striyah samastah sakala jagatsu

All the various knowledges, O Goddess, are portions of you, as is
each and every woman in the various worlds. . ‘ '

A woman is considered to be the embodiment of the supreme Sakti
who pervades with universe. 3!

Tantra reminds that women are gods and goddesses, creation and
beneficent 32, striyah devah striyah srstih striyah kalyanakarini.

Kauldvalinimaya Tantra says that the whole universe is the
manifestation of woman 33 - strimayanca jagatsarvam. Mundamala Tantra
says* thatall the girls and women irrespective of caste are to be worshipped.
Yogini Tantra advises ** that virgins belonging to all castes are to be
worshipped. Tararahasya says * that all women are forms of Devi.

Virgin Cult or Kumiri Puja:

_ Mahakalasamhita says that virgin worship is the best means to win
Lord Siva . Kumaris or virgins are categorized and named on the basis of
ages 3. They are worshipped on different tithis (39). They are specially
worshipped on the auspicious occasions of great festivals, holidays,

Mahanavami tithi, Navarétri and Durgapuja “.

Female animals and fish :
The liberal attitude towards women is also transferred to female

animals. According to Tantra !, female animals are not to chopped offin the
name of Animal Sacrifice which is an important part of Tantric rituals. Even

fernale fish are not taken during their spawning period.
(31)
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Tantra, Women and Mother India :

'The mother cult of T
India. Sakti Pithas byj P

The o
Mother India(i0 ]{lhcee]:t otf tl;e divine mother s transformed into the concept of
Tantra. In the songo\(; Odﬂlﬁong Vande Mataram lies in the mother url)t of
N ande Mataram, M O . ¢
Trantric Goddesses- Durga, Laksmi andoStha:;sI\I,la(:;ﬁsls identified with the

tvam hi durga dasapraharana-dhggire
T
Vani vidyadayini namami tvar,
namami kamalam amalz atulze
sujalam suphalam ma‘ltaran'il e
vande mataram
durga bold who yields her arms
-With ha.llf ascore of hands
Ihne Sclence-Goddess. Vani, Toq
tha Lakshmi who onlotus s’tands
tare they but, mother, thoy

To thee in aJ] these forms | bow!

;(; ;hs;: ! Fortune- giver, that art
aultunknown, beyong Compare

Who dost with Sweetest waterg flow

And on thy childrer, inthy are

Dainty fryjts dost rich bestow
(32)
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To thee, mother, to thee [ bow #
To sum up, we may quote a famous scholar. 4

'No nation can rise without the worship of Sakti-Swamiji
(Vivekananda) used to say, Saints like Ramaprasad and Sri Ramakrishna,
heroes like Sivaji and Guru Govinda Singh, poets and writers like Bankim
Chandra and Bharati and saint philosophers like Sri Sankara and Swami
Vivekanarida were all worshippers of Sakti. Our country is Matribhumi. We
worship her with the mantra 'Vande mataram'. The whole atmosphere is
saturated with this mother idea. And this is the contribution of Tantrics, the

mother-worshippers of our Mother Country.
aoaa
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