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with Vedanta philosophy.
What is Vedanta:

The word ‘Vedédnta’ means ‘the end of the Vedas’. The
Upanisads are the concluding portion as well as the cream of the
Vedas. They are called Vedanta either on account of their position
at the end of certain books of the Vedas or on account of their
representing the essence or conclusions of the Vedas?,

Indian Philosophy and Vedinta:

Vedanta is included in the six systems of Indian Philosophy.
These six systems are Nyaya and Vaisesika, Samkhya and Yoga,
Pirva- Mimamsd and Vedanta. Everyone of these systems claims
to derive its authority from the Upanisads. It is the Vedanta that
bases itself wholly on them.

Other names of Vediinta:

Vedanta philosophy is also known? as Brahmasiitra,
Vyasasiitra, Badarayanasiitra, éﬁr?rikasﬁtra, Bhiksu-siitra and
Uttaramimamsa.

Interpretations of the Brahmasiitra:

The commentators explained the Brahmasiitras according
to their own views. The siitras were written in a cryptic way. So
the meanings and the interpretations of the sitras differ. As a
consequence, the Brahmasiitras suffer the same fate in the hands
of the commentators as the Upanisads.*

Chapters of Vedinta philosophy:

Vedanta philosophy consists of four chapters. Each Chapter
is divided into four padas. The four chapters i.e., samanvayadhyaya,
avirodhadhyaya, sadhanadhyaya and phaladhyaya contain 556
siitras.

Emergence of isms based on the commentaries of the
Brahmasiitra:
Varions isms based on the basis of the commentarieg on the
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the old to the young, from the males to the females and from the
brahmanas to the siidras. This entry of the great number of the
masses resulted in the emergence of different sects according to
the modes of worship and the deities worshipped."?

Scholars classify broadly tantric sects into five*—Saivas,
Vaisnavas, Saktas, Sauras and Ganapatyas. These sects are again
divided into many sub-sects.?! _

In spite of differences among the sects and sub-sects, they
are not divergent paths, but different phases of the ascent
consciousness. '

Inthis article we are tempted to discuss some elements, factors
and features of both the Vedanta and the Tantra philosophies in
order to dispell ignorance and remove misconceptions about Tantra

philosophy.

Atman :

In the Kathopanisad the Atman is said to be the ultimate
reality. The objects are the roads, the body is the chariot, the senses
are the horses, the mind is the reins, the intellect is the charioteer,

“the ego is the enjoyer and the Atman is the Lord sitting in the

chariot.?® The Atman is one universal, super-consciousness. This
Atman is Brahman.?

In Tantra, Atman is not recognized as a unity. Rather it is
designated as prana or purusa. The purusa as Atman has been
developed in to a various degree according to diverse forms which
purusa adopts as man, beast, plant etc.”

Way of liberation :

Vedanta preaches the renouncement of all ti_qe worldly
enjoyments for the attainment of liberation. Ignoral'lce is the cause
of bondage and transmigration. True knowledge is tf.le cause of
liberation from bondage > Tantra advocates emancipation through

enjoyments,2s

Way to Sadhana : . ,
According to Vedanta, the means of reaching the goal is
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