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Survey of aj .
y th: lhlajadl.larma in the Agnipurana i
of the Indian Government and Politl.n the context

ics

“The erring race of i
dreams of perfecting their env?rg:::n? ;ml%s
machmery of government and society; g't "
is b3./ the perfection of soul within that th,e outt ’
env1ronTr}1:.ent can be perfected. (1) -

is saying of Rsi Aurobi

Ipdi?n nationalist, world vi;?:r:z?;,atn?j e
tic, is being realised by the nation - builglys-
Iaw—malqs and the common people of lncei’rs’
Now Ind{a is a sovereign socialist seculla.
democratic republic country. The means a;’

overnance and the administrative framew .
are totally different from the monarchical f ore
of g(?vemment that prevailed in the age of? t?]n
Agmpuféna. Vastness of the country, increas fi
population and literacy, westc—:mized,educat'e
system, impact of modem science and tel(l)1n
?Ok.)gy’ reformed economic policies Iobc l-
ization, political clumges etc. have r’nid o,
markable differences. In spite of rade' rei
changes, rapid progress, economic deve;ga
ment ?nd noble objectivs enshrined in tlf-
C.onstltuton of India, India suffers from ma ;
diseases. This ancient civilized holy land anzi/
the birth place of great men is burdened wph
the problems like terrorism, unemploym )
reginal imbalanes, poverty, ill-health i)r:fae[t]'t,
cide, mal-nutrition, communalism, co;'ru tin §
qomestic violences and criminalization o'f) p((:ll;,
tics etc. -

These make us bound to carry out a
comprehensive survey of the Rajadharma in

the Agnipurana in the context of the Indian

P
rof. (Dr.) Parimal Kumar Datta

Govern .
some renl:f\:1 t and politics in order to sort out
Theee i¢ ant elements of the Rajadharma
a pow’erfgnr%peﬂy applied to, may make India
try. In spite ofe‘: Zelt:)ped corruption free coun-
shrined in the 0C(1>e °tl_)_|ectives and ideals en-
though nstitution of Indi
our Igugnfimvo'-(e and compel us to pl:c; di?;g
for the amzxﬁi?}']adhanna and to take Iezsons
India. ends to the Constitution of
Source of Raj
ajad
of Gov;}nl'n:ent in :he lr;,:lsuor;t;le science
e Aoninurs a:
ent versions g; Ipurana consisis of two differ-
first is Pusk0 the science of government. The
ence of govar aniti. Puskara narrated thé sci-
what Puska;n[]]mem to Rama. Agni repeated
called Ramokt ac! narrated.(2) The second is
ence of gove aniti. Rama described the sci-
peated Whaznm?m to Laksmana. Agni re-
Puskaraniti ow Rama had narrated. The
other hand Ra,ej t;: the Matsyapurana on the
_ L OKta it 3 . ?
the Karrll?andakiya Nitrilgrzlas entirely based on
opi . :
Ch';pctige;"bed in the Agnipurdna:
deal with variouy 8-.242 of the Agnipurana
ernment. The i $ topics of the science of gov-
Coronatlimportam topics are — (3)
duties of the kinon ceremony, king’s residence,
fications of the ﬁ" qualifications and disquali-
ters, appointme ing, qualifications of minis-
means and co o of ministers and officers,
the king, em 1mnva"°es to be employed by
Ployment of Danda, march against
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taxation system, daily
warfare, judiciary sys-

the enemies, sadgunya,
:) rogramme of the king,
em etc.
Sources of the Indian Policy :
sour The Cf)nstitution of India is the main
ters ge of Indian Polity. It consists of 22 chap-
Stat; 195 .aﬂlgles and 12 schedules. Parh.ament,
min: egl§1atlve assemblies and Cf)l.ll’l(.:«lls, ad-
and istrative organisations and judiciaries feed
control the politics of India.
tot Qualifications of the Kin
he Agnipurina :
in The Agnipurina m
g qualifications of a king. (4)
Good descent, good €O
Zears., good quality, compassion; quick action,
onsistency, truthfulness service
Sreatfulness, ntellect, fortunate P
;'ln.wlcked retinue, able 10 © it his valour
ea'th_f“lness, foresighteness
Tosity, modesty, virtuousness, 4=
Cause of subjects, SOUN knowledge 10 Danda,
Anviksiki, Vatra an
Warrior,eloquent, confident,
Memory, distinguished: strong, 162
controlled, well-verse in diffe
offine arts, capable of facingan2 :
of remedying all evils, capabl® of knowing the
principles of peace-m ing and wal,
of knowing the secret counsels ©
knower of opportune time and p1ac® =% o
of taking goods in the proper WaY and distrio-
uting to the proper persons; free from wrath,
greed, fear, doing evil, haughtiness and fick-
leness; free from harassing others, cal.umny,
jealousy: envy e in get

and untruth; fortunat )
ting the counsel of the aged, able, showing
his ami

able manners etc.
Functio

ns of the King :
The king employe

entions the follow-

d all the executive,
_But hismain

protect the subjects and give
lities. Joys and happiness of
the foundation of his king-
in the Agnipurdna in

function was to
them all the faci
the subjects were
dom. A simile is given
the context of the duties of a king. He is com-
pared with 2 pregnant woman. As a pregnant
woman ignores her all pleasures and always

cod of her issue, SO the king

thinks of the &
forgets his own pleasures and always thinks

of the good of his subjects.
Disqualifications of the King = -
The Agnipuréna mentions the follow-

ing disqualiﬁcations of aking (5)
‘ i) The king should not oppress the poor.
i) He should not possess kama (pas-

sion), krodha (anger), lobha (avariciousness),
harsa (joy), mana (pride), mada (vanity).
iii) He should not be addicted to the
constant company of women.
Qualifications of the Ministers :
The king appoints ministers for good
overnance. Those ministers should possess

lifications (6)

the following qua
Noble descent, virtuous, brave, learned,

attached, well-known to the art of tile rules of
punishment, good physique, 2 native of the
country, endowed with good conduct

andknowledge in arts, eloquent, courageous,

possessing good eyesight, enthusiasm, devoid
d fickle mindedness, fiiendly,

of rigidity an
capable of enduring hardship, good nature,

truthfulness, firmness, perseverence, dignity,
good health, ability, having retentive memory,
decisive knowledge, good application of mind
etc.
India is a federal state. So the provi-

sion for both the President and the Prime Min-
ister are laid down in the Constitution of In-
dia. The President is the head of the state and
he head of the govern-

the Prime Minister ist
ment. On the other hand, during the period of

legislative and judiciary
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the Agnipurdna, the king had to enjoy the pow-
ers what the President, the Prime Minister, the
Governors and the Chief Ministers have t;) do
at present. We have only sorted out the quali-
fications of the President and the Prime Min-
ister of India.

Qualifications of the President of
India :

o Accroding to the Article 58 of the Con-
stitution of India, a person to be eligible for
e!ectlon as President, must be a citizen of In-
dia, must have completed the age of 35 and
must be qualified for election as a member of
the House of People.

Qualifications of the Prime Minister
of India : '

' Accroding to Article 71 of the Consti-
tution of India, the Prime Minister is appointed
by the President of India. Generally the leader
of the majority party in the Lok Sabha is ap-
pointed Prime Minister. So he should have the
qualifications of a member of the Lok Sabba

Article 84 of the Constitution of Indid
states that a person is not qualified to be cho-
sen to fill a seat in the house of the People
(Lok Sabha) unless he (a) is a citizen of India
(b) is not less than 25 years of age and (c)

ossesses such other qualifications as may be
prescribed by Parliament.

Disqualifications of the Prime Min-
ister :

Article 102 of the Constitution of India
lays down five important circumstances which
disqualify a person from being a Member of
parliament as well as the Prime Minister.

a) If the holds any such office of profit
under the Government of India or Govemment
of any siate.

b) If he is unsound of mind and stands

so declared by a competent court.
c) Ifhe isan undischarged solvent.

d; g ll:e is not a citizen of India.
€ e is so disqualified
any law made by Parlia?nent by or under
Organs of state and .
. the G
according to the Agniuran overnment
gans ?CCOrdlr,lg to the Agnipurana, the or-
joyino a state comprise of svami (roler en-
(territgo S°;'e; eignty), amatya (minister), rastra
o ry), durga (fort or defence), kosa (ex-
eq“%) bala (armed forces). (7)

0 \ll‘eganse of the Government of India:
organs—g m°dem_govemment has three
the J udicial')(/3 E?;ecgwe, the Legislature and

. The .
also three organs : overnment of India has

I) The Union L .
I, Articles - 79-122 egislalure — chapter

II) The Uni .
Article - 52. nion Executive — chapter I,

111) The Uni .
Article - 124 -] 41;1()" Judiciary — chapter IV,

The state
ov
branches : governments have also three

I) The Stat . ,
Article - 168~212e Lagislature — chapter 11l

II) The Sta )
Article - 152-167_te Executive - chapter 11,

III) The State Judi

. Judici
VI, Artl;cle -214-230,233 030
nels b PPom.tment of officers and n-

s by the King : nd perso

The signific,
aPPointnfe:tg nificant feature of the policy of
skilled knowl| was that persons possessing
employed for f}(:ge of a particular thing were
persons in atonly. The religious minded

€conomic affairs and pure and hon-

est men for eve
were appointed.(rg)work' Following officer®

Officers
® Command Qualifications
er of -
or Ksatriya, the armed forces — Bmhmi”

— chapter V;
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® Amdassador — Sweet-tongued, capableand

StTOng.

® Defence Minister — W€
sadgunya  Sabhasada (members
royal court) — religious-minded.

® Dhanadhyaksa (Head of the Finance De-
partment) — devoted to the king and should
have the knowledge of the jewels

® Vaidy — Conversant with the science of

medicine.

Moreover, the king appointed various
ing the country.

administrative officers for rul

They ace Grammadhipa (Officcr-in-cherg® & the
village), Dasagramadhipa (oﬂ'lcer—in—chal' ge.of
ten villages), Satagramé hipa (officert”

Char, Jlages)- 9
ge of hundred viliag ) O) ding 10 he

The spying system: a ; :
Ag"iPUrﬁna,I:z/as %er); stron and active. ipl:s
Wwere his eyes. He employed them everyWher -
They guised themselves a5 erchafltS, P ﬁl
Cians, astrologers, religious mendicants
Watched the strength and arrang
eign kings. (10)

Appointmen
ers by the Preside

Besides the appointme?
Minister and other ministers:
the power to appoint -

i) The Comptrolleran
India - Art 148
ii) The Judges of the

dia - Art 124 o7
The Judges of the High Courts - Art

The Governor of 2 state - Art 155
v) The Inter-State Council- Art
1pe Union Public Service Co

Art 316 '
The Finance Commiss!

ll-versed in
of the

Supreme Court of In-

. . <ion on Languages”
ix) A commission© gy

under Article 320, the Union
ommission performs neces-
for appointment t0 the ser-

jon Government.
g according to

MoreoVer,
Public Service C
saly procedures
vices under the Un

Coronation of the Kin
the Agnipurana :

The coronation ceremony is an impor-
tant feature of monarchy. Before the corona-
tion ceremony the king should take a vow to
protect all the people. For one year, he should
woo his Bralnnin priest, all the wise ministers
and the righteous queen. After the lapse of a
full year from the date of accession, the coro-
nation ceremony was performed at a proper
time. At the time of the coronation ceremony
the royal priest should place sesamum On the
head of the king and pour water over him.
Them the king appointed capable persons to
various positions of importance. If the king
had died pefore that, no time was wasted in

utting the crown on the head ofbis successor
with all the paraphemalia of regal pomp and
coronation rites. The appointment of minis-
ters and officers was made simultaneously.(11)

Oath of office by the President of
India and the Prime Minister of India :

Under Article 60 of the Constitution of
India, the President of India makes and sub-
scribes inthe presence of the Chief Justice of
India an oath or affirmation. He is bound by
the oath to preserve, protect and defend the
constitution and law.

The President of India administers to
the Prime Minister the oaths of office secrecy
as laid down in the third schedule of the Con-

stitution of India
Military campaign by
cording to the Agnipurana :
The king appointed strong and stout
army. He started on military
he found that his rear was

the King ac-

warriors in his
campaign, when
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ovorpowered by a stronger king whose terri
tories lay next. The king himself took tin
the wars. (12) partin
i :\'Inhtary powers of the President of
Under Article 53 (2
manfi of the Defence Ff)rz:,et:?ss:f:::;e'com-
pros;dent. But under Article 53 of the cln th.e
t‘::ron of India the President can not d:;::trl;
o .
Parlia::emnploy forces without the sanction of
Forei i i
Aguipuran ;g:l policy as laid down in the
The Agnipurana sugges a
or ways to be adopted by %Ee l:?;;;:: ;:I;a.)'as
ing success in his foreign policy. These ro-
sima (concilliation), upapradana or dana (r:l'e i
etary payment), bheda (dissensions) dar(l)(li1 A
(war or ‘armed forces ), maya (stra;a e Y
upeksa (indiffierence) and indrajala (deg rfl),
(!3) The sixfold course of action for a kicelt').
hl? foreign policy known as sadgunya 2(% .
prises of sandhi (alliance) vigraha (war) "m-
(efcpedltlon), asana (halt), dvidhébhév;)ana
plicity) and samsraya (seeking shelter) (141)1-
The {\gnipuréna also refers to the.circl
of twelve kings based on the diplomatic rel :
tion which a king maintains with neighbouri -
stat.es. (15) They are known as - Ari Mitl:l ¥
Ar.xm.itra, Mitramitra, Arimitra-,mitr:’
Arimitra-mitra, Vijigisupura, Parsnigraha,
Akranda, Asara, Alaya, Vijigisumandala, satru’
Vijigisubhumyastara madhyamamandala ’
(odia :Forengn Policy of the Government of
India’s foreign policy includes
Pancbas.heel, non-alignment, anti-imperialism
anti-racism, anti-colonialism, strengthning o;’
the UNO, disarmament, using of atomic en-
ergy to peaceful purpose, support to the com-
prehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, special

relati ; .
moe:lt:')::lt‘l;v ith Asian states, links with com-
Cril;‘:igh:jagainst terrorism etc

a i A
the Agm'puranl:, :p unishment laid down in
Th ;

ment, fines o o o prescribes punish
These are c. for the various criminal acts.
Smrtiliteratu:UbSt?nﬁa“y based on the
four kinds ofe' Ya‘-mava]kya (16) describes
namely (i) admlml-n.sl"“ent in criminal law,
niary punishm onition, (ii) reproof (iii) pecu-
Manu PreScrie[;] t, (iv) corporal punishment.
dhikdanda (ii es (17) (i) vakdanda (ii)

1t) dhanadanda (iv) vadhadanda

accordin
8 to the nature and circumstances of

the crime. Pecuni
and forfeituer(;u:)l;’aggpl nishment includes fine
ment i " property. Co ish-
et s o s
. ce. Th P
scribes th €. The Agnipura -
ishment, jef:l)tll:owmg p“"ishmznts?lfisiiog;-
head off seizurze:;ence’ excision, Sha"i';g the
lOWin PI'Operty’ forf i -
gTI;); :tcfgs, burning roastinge :::re, el
. ion S .
Agnipurana : ystem Mentioned in the
Taxes
period of the A r . Classified during the
levied a du ty ognlpuxﬁna as today. The king
Own country e N goods manufactured in his
price. The du qual to a 20th part of the gross
from foreign Y WaS.levied on goods im (g):'ted
not collectedcounmes' Freightsand t llp e
can from wome 1tolls wed
ts. (18) n wandering mendi-

Taxatio
n
of India : System of the Government
Taxatio
India is basednosyswrn of the Government of
tainty, econom n the canons of equality, cer-
plicity, diversi Y concenience, elasticity,sim’
the followi ty and neutrality, « 2

0 :;)wmg -(19) ity, “Taxes include
_ Direct tax, indj
Service taxes czx’ 1mdlrect tax, custom duties;

»cenlral excises, capital gain ta%
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securities transaction tax and state taxes.

D In spite of different steps taken by the

epartment of Income Tax for checking tax

;V?S‘OD, crores of Indian money are lying with
viss Bank as black money-

Observation :
_ The remarkable feature of the monar
chical government during the period of the

Agnipurana is that the King himselfhad to f:ol-
rality. Theking

low the path of honesty and mo
was the ideal hero, affectionate father and able
guardian of the subjects- The strong moral
sense and public opinion whic
had developed, kept the king in
A‘,g"iPUnrﬁna says-(20) anurd aprabhova
f3jno rajyamahisriyah’- MoreoV i
Minister (mantrin) and other ministers (saciva)
Wwere carefully chosen af appointed. There
was little chance for to be corrupted:
Constant supervision py the King
lic opinion and professional ethics
isters brought about transparanc
?ratio" and brought in 86° g vernance-
King had to possess more 50 quallt|e§ on
Ministers had to own more an 30 qualities:
On the other hand, the Prime Minister of In-
dia and other ministers ¢° t have all suc
qualities as the King and other ministers pos-
sessed during the perio of the Agolpurana.
The officers duringlhe Puranic ]?el'lOd Wefle
also skilled. Persons possessing akilled know’”
edge of the department conerné were ap-
pointed to that department. But 1n [ndia 1t 15
lways followed. Party politics, ¢!
corruption and crimi s have

poisoned the air, pO
and swallowed the glory of In

Gandhi, Father of the Nation, ware

in adminis-

dia. M.k
din 1939

gth of giving the

to the len
ial, rather than

nt bur

put up Wit
This outb

h the corruption that is rampant.”

urst of the Father of the Na-

tion was and is shamelessly ignored. Overy
of democratic rule has made the

sixty years
people so immune to corruption that they have

learnt how to live with the system even though
the cancerous grouth of this malady may ruin
the civilization of India. Series of corruption
charges against ministers and others have
shaken the root of Indian democracy. India is
overburdemed with major scandals like Jeep
Scandal (1948), Mudgal Case (1951),
Mundhra Case (1957), Malaviya Sirajuddin
Scandal (1963); Pratap Singha Kairom Scan-
dal (1963), Nagarwala Scandal (1971), Ce-
ment Scam (1982), Palmolein Oil import Scam
(1992), Purulia Arms Drop case (1995), Telgi
Scam (1995) Bihar Fodder Scam (1996),
ukram Telecom Scam (1996), Barak Missile
Scandal (2001), Kargil Coffin Scam (2002),
Taj Corridor Scandal (2003), Gegong Apang
pPDS Scam (2001), Natwar Singh Scam
(2005), Stamp paper Scam (2006), Cash for
Votes Scandal (2008), Satyam Scam(2008),
Madhu Koda Scam (2009), 2G Spectrum
Scam (2010) Commonwealth Games Scam
(2010), Hasan All Khan Scandal (2011) etc.
(22)
11 be witnessing so many
corruotion charges and scandals in future.
Probably these happen only for the dishonest
and corrupted persons who are elected to par-
jiament and legislative assemblies. Honesty
is not an essential qualification for them in
India, but it was one of the most essential
qualifications of the king, ministers and of-
ficers in the period of the Agnipurana.

Conclusion :
The Agnipurana advocates monarchy

which is based on the principle of heredity
and the theory of divine origin. Though it is

India wi

whole congress a desce
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outwardly autocratic in nature, but in practice
it is not such on account of the check exer-
cised by semi-popular, artistocratic and eco-
nomic corporations like Sreni, Puga, Kula,
Nigama etc. Now proper time has come for
the rulers of India to review their policies.
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