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since that date most of the Jains who live in the cooler
regions north of the Vindhya Mountains have
belonged to the white-clad svetambara sect, while
the Jains in the Southem half of India have belonged
to the naked Digambara sect”

The preachings of Jainism are
conduct derived from the teachin
and Mahavira. According to Pars
four great principles — .
(1) Ahimsa (2) Satya‘m (3) Asteyam (4) Aparigraha.
Mahavira also added Brahmacharya or celibacy.
Thus Jainism got five great principles — (1 ) Ahinsa

(2) Satyam (3) Asteyam- (4)
Brahmacharyam. -

primarily codes of
gs of Parshwanath
hwanath, ther_e are

Aparigraha (5)

The word “Jina” etymologically means a conqueror.
It is the common name applied to the twenty four
teachers, beacuse they conquered all passions and
attained liberation. The followers of the “Jinas” or
Tirthankaras or Arhant are called Jainas.

The basic features of Jainism may be summarised
as follows —

(@) The Jainas do not believe in God.

(b) They adore the Tirthankaras or the founders of
the faith.

(c) They donotadmit the supremacy of the Vedas.

(d) The primary principle of Jainism is Non-
violence.

SR

(e)
(f)
(@)
(h)

They give importance on action.
They do not believe in casteism.

They give higher status to women. &
Man has got an eternal concious substa”
Wwithin him known as the Jiva. is
Man suffers due to his own karmas and ther®
N0 other explanation of human suffering- s
() Liberation Can be attained not by offering ritud

to gods ang 9oddesses, but by followind _t h
Path of three jewels — (a) Rightfaith (b) Rig

Knowledge (¢) Right Conduct,
The religion of the Jaina s 5 religion of the strond
and ?he brave. Itis 5 religion of self-help. In this hou!
of cnsis', tth world requires the proper application °
g]:azz,sb Principles of Jainism for establishing wor%”
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They all love life

@®

@

® Ahinsa is the hightst religion,
e Self-control with respect to
®

@

Ahimsa is the very essence

Such is the Noble Goddess Ahinsa,

Lord Mahavira Said

Consider all living beings like your own self.
An elephant and an ant are alike souled |

All the beings long to live, no one wants to die.
Just as | dislike pain, so all other be

ings dislike pain,
A Shramana (Jain) is one who consi

all living bein
of the spirit.

iving beings.

gs is Ahinsg,
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