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POLITICAL ELEMENTS IN TANTRA

Dr. Parimal Kumar Datta

“The erring race of human beings dreams of perfecting their
environment by the machinery of government and sodety, but it
is by the perfection of soul within that the outer environment can
be perfected.”

Sri Aurobinda, Thought and Aphorisms, p. 55

Introduction

Tantta is an encyclopaedic literature. It has contributed
towards Architecture, Astrology, Astronomy, Ayurveda (Medical
Science), Bio-Science, Chemistry, (Alchemy), Environmental
Science, Geography, Mathematics & Geometry, Physics,
Physiology, Anatomy, Embryology, Psychology, Symbolic Science,
Yoga, Economics, Education, Ethics, History, Political Science,
Sociology, Art, Sculpture, Iconography Music, Dance, Literature,
Law, Philosophy, Religion & Sacraments. (Tantra its relevance
modern tintes, Parimal Kumar Datta, 8t Chapter)

Out of all these subjects, we have chosen Political Science in
order to know and show what the Tantra Sadhakas felt about the

political system.

What is Political Science?

Political Science mainly deals with the state. A state is a
politically organised society in a certain territory. A State has four
basic elements, Population, Definite territory, Government,

Sovereignty.

What is a Government?

The people of a country require a political organisation
through which their collective will can be formulated and
expressed. This political organisation is called the Government.




Branches of Government

The traditional classification of government powers by function
is threefold - a) Legislative - the enactment or marketing laws.
b) Executive- ‘the application or execution of law. c) Judicial - the
enforcement of laws through legal or court process. In most of the
government these three branches are called the Legislative,
Executive and Judicial branches.

Forms of Government

Ancient and modern writers classi
These are Monarchy, Aristocracy,
Presidental.

fy forms of government.
Unitary, Federal, Parliamentary,

Monarchical Form of Government

Monarchy represents that form of Government where the

source of all political authority is to be found in a supreme ruler.

The monarch enjoys a life-lon g tenure and the office passes to his

heirs ?ccording to the law of primo geniture. In Absolute Monarchy
the king is the bearer of soverej

conventions.!

Date of Tantric Literature

Tantra as a cult is ve
be produced
Tantric cult3 |
word Tantra
Literature 4 H
lists, Many o
Tantra texts
literature the

ry old.2 No perfect historical evidence can
to ascertain the exact time of the inception of the
tis also difficult to determine the exact time when the
came to be employed in the sense of Tantra
undreds of Tantra texts are mentioned in differen!
f those Tantras are lost forever, A large number ©
§hll survive, Regarding the emergence of Tantra
View of a renowned scholar is worth men tioning:

8uardll;gt;ilsr??ft;er of the origin of this class literature we must
high ang uity two extremes (pre Vedic vs. Post Vedic) Cff t‘?o
were cur?e lt‘ ‘and too late a period. May be that Tantn'C. ,dea-‘;
Perhaps o ol hOary antiquity but systematic works did ™

T'ginate earlier than the fifth century A.D.”

Scholars divided the history of the religion philosophic culture
of India into six well defined chronological period.¢ These are —

1. Pre Aryan period? C. 3000 B.C - 2000 B.C.

2. The Vedic Period8 C. 2000 B.C - 600 B.C.

3. The Age of Revolt® C. 600 B.C. -300 A.D

4. The Puranic Preiod10 C. 300 A.D - 1200 A.D

5. The Muslim Period11 C. 1000 A.D -1757 A.D

6. The Modern Age!2C. 1757 A.D. -1947 A.D. and also to date.

We may roughly call the entire period from the 5% century
A.D. to the 14th century A.D.14 Tantric Period and it may, according
to some scholars, be extended up to the 18th or 19th century A.D.

Monarchical Government existed in India during the Tantric
Period save British Period and the modern period. Tantric
literature does not discuss the forms of Government in a systematic
way and scientific methods. It does not describe the Monarchical
form of Government in full. It only touches some elemerfls. of the
Monarchical form of Government in course of the description of
Tantric rituals. Political elements in Tantra are found in scattered
forms. Our attempt is to sort out those elements and place before

the scholars.

The King was the head of state and the Government. So it is
necessary to know the qualifications of a king,

Qualifications of a king

The existence of state depends upon qualifications of a king if
there exist Absolute Monarchy. During the Tantric period,
Absolute Monarchy was prevalent. So Tantra gave much stress on
the qualifications of a king. According to Mahanirvana Tantra®3, the
King should be very leaned yet not garrulous; full of knowledge,
yet anxious to learn; full of honours, yet without arrogance. In
awarding both reward and punishment the king should be calm
and discriminating. The King should be of calm position, judicious
of action in time of trouble, of good conduct and reasonable in his
expenditure.




The king should be expert in th
trained in the use of arms. He shou

of his army and teach his soldiers

e maintenance of his facts, well
Id even ascertain the disposition
military tactics.15

Kalikapurana® also gives a list of the qualifications and
disqualifications of a king.

Duties and Functions of a king

agree to any treaty if it happens
victory or death is preferable.

The same Tantra warns a King not to covet the wealth of his

subjects or levy excessive taxes. He should rotect hj i
though they were his own childre P is subjects as

The king should not put his trust ip any single person nor place

8¢ of the administration, noy treat his inferiors as

€quals, nor pe familiar with them.21

The Kin sh
servitors, thg’ ould protect s

€ Insane, the help

oldiers, commanders, wife, children,
and infirm_22

less, orphans and those who are old

Sa i Tantra?? says that defeating the engqties, the
victosrai\;i(:alt:il:l;ashould satisf)),r the ministers by tl‘\e. ministers }:))tz
iving them villages, land, wealth etc. If the ministers are n

E:\tisﬁed, the king will suffer much.
Samrajya Laksmi Pithika2s says the Primary ‘dutydo'f:i a ku;r:g ;Ei:
in his acting as head of the judic1a1:y, in resc?lvmg u elsl i
i he is advised first to listen patiently to a person
g:c:i.l:t:ly who intend speaking on the matter, brooc! over am;l_l give
4 dict betraying ignorance about one another’s view. He is
:ll:o\;e;vised to take away everything of the enemy l?y follow'mg t}!l\.e
dictates of science of polity on th(-‘:- matter. Whﬂeﬂ:(eerep";gtexlts
ents secret and still resorting to some o er p .
movemer the King should protect and honour as.cetxcs, guests,
Mk?r:ioc‘i’an's poets, Tantra Sadhakas, fire-priests, singers, actqu,
E’\u);icians,’ archers, warrior class, traders, sudras, antyas, yogins

and learned ones.

Samrajya Pithika26 gives a list of seventy two officers appointed
by the king.

Duties of Subject

Tantra describes the duties offthc:.h k'ingzl.u'gzlsl\traAaclcs(?r ;il‘t;nctlz

subjects of the country o eir S.
tl\}/llzhénir]vanatantraﬂ the subjects shox.xld actlvel.y &?te:vtmmz
kingdom, p.roperty and life of the just king otherwise they g
upon the downward path.

Foreign Policy |

- very country strives for friends as an unavoidable
courI::V;lt ?sdt;):r;ore?’ quite n);tural on thc? part ?f an:zh count?y th:\t
it has to establish sound and friendly relations w1?:h other natlons' o
i ight the enemy nations. These friendly or hostile
coun‘ter w‘eleg termed as International Relations and the policy
relatxor: far the establishment of such political relations is called
ét‘l(\ieo II)r:ierngzional Politics.28 Foreign policy is an integrated element
of International Politics.




1. Samdhij - Peaceor alliance

2. Vigraha - Conflict
3. Yana - Milj i
ana - Military expedition againstenemy

| 3 r I'Epellln

4. Asana - -

& a charge.
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