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MESSAGE

I am delighted to Rnow that the first edition of ‘SPROUT, the jou@[
of Sipajhiar College Teachers’ Unit with ISSV 2394 : 7748 to be published in

the Closing Ceremory of College WeeR of our college. I am confident that Reeping

its tradition “Sprout” will maintain its high standard with rich and valued

write ups from the teachers of Sipajhiar College. I convey m__y sincere thanks 'to
all those who contributed their time, talent and energy specially the Editorial
Board and to all those who have contributed articles.

Studies and research show that majority of the p.eop& & .not ﬁa'a ea
goalin life. They lack definite purposes. As aresult they get m'voli)e.({ in activities
through their whims and maRe a mess of efverytﬁing. @ersons without dreams
and a nation without a vision, both will perish. Befind every successful person
there will be the story of a struggle, discipline, perseverance, ./iarrf work and
sincerity. So we should keep our goal fixed and go ahead with courage and
optimist, then success will follow us. | o

I hope this Journal will be able to 'uenti&zt'e tﬁe. uﬂ?as and the 05]ectwes,
of the Teachers unit in their true perspective. I wisfi Sipajhiar College Teachers

Unit a bright future.

(Dr. Pradip Chandra Deka) *
Principal
Sipajhar College
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EDITORIAL
. Course Curriculum in Higher Education

The College is considered to be an institution of high.er leam.ing. incorporated
within a University, primarily aimed at providing liberal. educ.atlon, which is reg.arded as
a continuous process of imparting knowledge develop}ng skllls and valt..les:. :t is also t{a.:n
ever-growing academic institution that imparts education in different dxs“mp m:sfﬁtl? t e:
younger generation of our society. At present, there are around 16000 co elgesf lla
to 300 Universities with a student enrolment of more t!'lan.88 lakhs. The role o cr;)an eges
in imparting higher education to the younger generation is of paramount importance.

So far as contribution of the college is concerned, primarily tw.o things canbe
entioned. One is what the colleges impart i.e. curriculum and h.ow orin what way itis
Tn arted to the students i.e. the modes of learning and teaching. Both of these two
"gp ctives to be served by the colleges are important but the ‘what’ i.e curriculum sgems
o re important than the other. Here I would like to put much more emphasn§ on
" b-e mortance of the course or curriculum which consists of two prime sole disciplines
ﬂ"e lE:npo‘cular and Co-curricular. Curricular is regarded as the course study comprising
ot :ﬂmed subject prescribed for the particular degree or diploma programme in different
ofad tl]ike Arts, Science and Commerce, to which Engineering, Medicine, Management
g b adcied. During the defined periods, the students are inculcated with the
o, = aleknOWIedge purpose, principles, methods and functions of each subject chosen
conFeP tu' like Ecoilomics,“ History, Psychology, Banking, Electronics, Chemicals,
socladlzatlonChemistrg.r Financial Accounting, Cost Accounting, Radiology etc. in any of
Com?uFer.& The stu’dents should certainly acquire adequate basic skills in any of the
the disciplines jalization. But without the provisions of co-curricular programmes, the
undeftak'en spet(;ne advancement of higher education by colleges remains incomplete. A
conmbl.mon t? in reality, a supportive learning, which includes indoor and outdoc?r
co-cu.}l:ncularsl:e;k the h'u’th, student’s competency can'be developed only through this
activmef. TTearning' The indoor supportive co-curricular programmes are class room
Supporive -ons and answers i.e. interactions; participation and group discussion; seminar
based questions rt-writing; microteaching; quiz competition etc. And the outdoor
l‘epolam*ued st\;dy tours; and field work should, therefore be an improved
’ of learning, which is provided in the curricular.

presentation;
activities include plan
innovative and creative
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Fu : .
tobeve rther,- oy H-lcorpc.yratlon of resource mobilization has been considered now
ry essential for job oriented higher education. Resources in both intellectual and

economic aspe: i
commu::i S cts are avallable among the students’ community in addition to the teaching
imunity. So, colleges must be adaptive to mobilizing these resources .

which ought to be im artniv:}; 'the mobilization of resources in the higher education
significant role. In thi parted through colleges so the teachers are required to play 2
academic actiiiti;ls risrega;d . s et fend to engage themselves in various
the teachers in infr;stnf:tr:ral‘?rks etc. for their betterment. Moreover, engagement of
has become an)ind' ab €V210prr%ent: extension programmes etc. of the college

ispensable part of higher education. So, under this circumstancé®

the Sipajhar C —_—

SPROIzJ':' houzl;ej;£;?21255 n}t hasdmade a great endeavour to bring out journal
aim and obiecti

hoped that the intellectual reverend class “le)]ectlve are expected to serve. It is, therefor

d le . .. le
suggestions for the improvement of the Journ:l‘:0urage our mission by giving valuab

Dr. Dibakar Ch. D as
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THE ROLE OF EDUCATION IN EMPOWERMENT
OF WOMEN

Dr. Sultana Rezia

Asstt. Prof. Dept. of Education, Sipajhar College

| If you educate a man you educate an individual, however, if you educate a
woman you educate a whole family. Women empowered means mother
India empowered”. —PT. JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

Introduction

An empowered person is characterised by knowledge and competence, ability to
take rational decision and control, and a strong self-esteem. In all the three counts women,
across the globe have been overpowered by men because of historical reasons. Women'’s
powerlessness stems from their lack of access to and control over resources-material, human
intangible. This unequal gender relation manifests itself in different ways.

Women constitute almost half of the population in the world. But the hegemonic
masculine ideology made them suffer a lot as they were denied equal opportunities in different
parts of the world. The rise of feminist ideas has, however, led to the tremendous improvement
of women’s condition throughout the world in recent times. Access to education has been
one of the most pressing demands of these women’s rights movements. Women education
in India has also been a major preoccupation of both the government and civil society as
educated women can play a very important role in the development of the country.

and

India is poised to emerge as one of the most developed nations by 2020, more
literate, knowledgeable and economically at the forefront. No doubt, women will play a vital
role in contributing to the country’s development. Women power is crucial to the economic
growth of any country. In India this is yet to meet the requirements despite reforms. Little has
been achieved in the area of women empoewerment, but for this to happen, this sector must
experience a chain of reforms. Though India could well become one of the largest economies
in the world, it is being hindered due to a lack of women's participation.

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
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History of women education in India

. The empowerment of women in India has been obstructed for centuries owing t0
varlous reasons amongst which the initial blow was in the form of depriving women from
basic edu.cational facilities. Beginning with the Rig Vedic period (Singh, 2004) Indian women
wer.e denied political powers. The denial of many basic rights continued to plunge downw
during the later Vedic period, with further plummeting through forthcoming centuries. During
the eighteenth century women suffered from several handicaps like female infanticide, satls
purdah, child marriage, illiteracy and subsequently forced child widowhood in the19th
century. Women were treated no better than domestic animals, Moved by this extreme plight,

great social reformers like Raja Rammohan Ro .
Y, Iswarchand ; shna
Paramhansa, Swami Vivekananda, S andra Vidyasagar, Sri Ramaki

wami Dayananda Saraswati M.G. Ranade, D.K Karve
and Mahatma Gandhi were in the forefront, fighti . . Hana e, en
(dha and Pujari, 1998). » fighting against social atrocities toward wom

- dWomen discovered their own potential and played an equal part in India? struggle
r?rh tse?l‘l?“f;(zgma, 2003). Many women came to be accepted as great patriots in their oW
vg Tl efre dom ?xuggle of India was the platform where women again proved themselves:

'omen’s parhcnpatlo.n in the revolutionary movement (Mehta, 2004) was significant even
when they. were deprived of basic human rights in men’s worlci The list of women in Indi2
whf) contributed tc? the movement for equality is enormous T;) name just a few, Sarojini
Naidu, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Vijaylaxmi Pundit, Arun ' Asaf Ali J Rajk ’ari Anit
Kaur took up the fight on several fro : : »and Rejkum

nts. (Jha and Pooj 1998
The preambile to the Constitu i )

tion of India promises full equality to all citizens in 2l

The concept of women empowerment was introduced at the international women

Education is milestone of women empowerment becausé
their life. So that GSpond: to the challenges, to confront their traditional role and :’r;ar:gﬁ
) we can’t neglect the j .. rence 10

empowerment. India importance of education in refe

i 2020.
. Is poised to becomj d country bY
can became reality only wh Ing superpower, a develope ont, India

en the women of this nation became empoWer™ " “ 1 4ia
Presently acc, i S meni
¥ account for the largest number no of illiterates in the world. Litera® :;? women In

have risen sh
arply from 18.3% in 1 . o jment .
education have o risen sh;rl: 951 t0 74.04% in 2011 in which enro of @ democratic

ay Iy 7% to 65.46%. Within the framewM"““"“"‘
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polity, our laws, development policies, plan and programmes have aimed at women’s
advancement in difference spheres. From the fifth five year plan (1974-78) onwards has
been a marked shift in the approach to women’s issues from welfare to developrflent. !n
recent years, the empowerment of women has been recognized as the central issue in
determining the status of women. The National Commission of Women was set up by an
Act of Parliament in 1990 to safeguard the right and legal entitlements of women. ThP: 73rd
and 74th Amendments (1993) to the constitution of India have provided for mhon of
seats in the local bodies of Panchayats and Municipalities for women, laying a strong
foundation for their participation in decision making at the local level.

Empowerment through education implies —

1. Prompting self-recognition, a positive self-image and self-actualisation.

2. Stimulating critical thinking.

3. Deepening understanding of the gendered structures of power, including gender.

4. Enabling access to resources, especially to an expanding framework of information
and knowledge.

5. Developing the ability to analyse the options available, and to facilitate the possibility
of making informed choices, and

6. Reinforcing the agency of women to challenge gendered structures of power and
take control of their lives.

The national focus group on Gender issues in Education for the development of the
National Curricular Framework,2005 have made several recommendations, some of which

are —
. Access to education for all girls
Ensuring retention and quality of girls’ education.
Establish gender as a critical marker of transformation and an organising

principle. ) N N
Establish that gender is not a women's issue — it is a people’s issue.
Critical and proactive approach to equality and empowerment of girls and

women.
Open human minds to the capacity for rational critique and enable them to
envision new possibilities. o t .
i i in 1990 stated that the most urgent priori
rid declaration on Education of Allin : :
: The ‘:zces to. and improve the quality of education of girls and women and to
Is to enste clé that hampers their active participation. Education opens the door to

H 0y
remo::‘e:‘;:fv a:d choice for women. It is the key to overcoming oppressive customs and
oppo
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traditions that have relegated girls and women to the status of ‘second class citizen’s in their

families and in their societies said Dr. Natis Sadi .
i : Ex i nd
being the basic human right, the edu dik, Executive director of the UNFPA. Beyo

cation of women is perhaps the most critical factor i

enhancing self-esteem, self confidence
%Q:’ contnbsfhon to the society, polity and economy developing ability to think critically:

process. \omen empowerment passes through five successive stages ( Longwe, 1990)-
(i) Welfare- Basic needs of women must be satisfied

(i) Access to Education, Land and Credit.
(i) Conscience- Action to fill up gender gap and discrimination

(iv)  Participation- Organis .
making Organising themselves, working collectively for decision

(v) Control- Make decision, play active

role in development process.

women improve access and control of resources bY
vironme,
. women, nt to enhance self confidence and autonomy of
Suggestion

come to review and rethink some altern
women. In order to bring women

may be adopted through educatig

1. Eradication of illiteracy
whole family is educat

2. The state should continye to

schooling facilities jn all the

local population can make

The question of shortage of

and therefore concerted

ative and innovative strategies for empowerment ©
to the central stage of development, the following steP®

is the first step, because when a woman is educated; the

ewﬁafy

help in an abundant measure in providing

areas and in all habitations, however small, $°
use of them.
teachers is bound to remain for along imeé en teachers
effort have to be made to recruit as many worr)

that the
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10.

11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

as possible. It should be the aim of all states to appoint women teacher in primary
schools and great number of women teacher in mixed schools.

The existing functional deficiencies of schools should be remedied by replacing
buildings which are totally inadequate to modern educational needs. There should
be appropriate building with other infrastructural facilities for meeting the need of
girl child.

Different awareness programmes should be organised by different agencies for
holding legal literacy programme for making women aware of laws relating to women
and gender discrimination. Besides health awareness, environmental education and
population education be imparted for developing their consciousness to different
issues.

Efforts must be made at various level for motivating women to form self-help groups.
These groups will receive loans from banks for undertaking various income generating
activities. This may facilitate the economic condition on the family.

Women literacy and basic skills project should form an important non-formal
education programme for the poor and rural women. In addition to functional literacy
the women should be trained in important life skills related activities.

Attention to need based vocational training and equality of opportunity on the labour
market is fundamental for addressing the issues of poverty.

We can say that the process of empowerment begins in the mind, from the awakening
of a women’s consciousness. Empowerment should generate new notions of power
and pave the way for a ‘more humane society for all’.

Paradigm shift in the philosophy, policies, and programmes need to be emphasized.
From the dominance of male superiority and polarities to be the concept of
complimentary from the fragmented and narrow perception of reality to a holistic
and ecological paradigm of women development.

Organisation of gender sensitization programmes for community, teachers, policy
personnel and health workers etc.

Reservation of women for admission in various courses.

Preparation of women for contesting Panchayat elections and exercise their rights.
Introduction of new professional courses for women.

Organisation of career counselling for awareness of girls.

Special training programmes for leadership development may be periodicaily
organised for women in educational administration.

Strengthening adult literacy programmes in those districts and blocks where the

literacy is below 10 percent.
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18. Provision of helpline services for women,
19. Helping the parents in gettin

g their daughter enrolled.
Conclusion

Women are the cornerstone of Women empowerment. More effort is required in this

arca. Proper education will empower her socially, psychologically, economically and politicallys
it is a powerful weapon to fight against malnutri

decisions about themselves, their families ang communities. President A.PJ Abdul Kalam
has rightly said- ‘Erripowering women is a prerequisite for creating a good nation. When

women are empowered, society with stability is assured. Empowerment of women is essenti
as their thoughts and their valye systems lead

to the development of a good family, 9
society and ultimately a good nation’,
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THE SILENT WOMAN- A STUDY OF WOMEN IN
DONNE’S LOVE POEMS

Kaushik Hazarika
Asst. Prof, Dept. of English, Sipajhar College

The last fifty years as so have witnesses innumerable studla on Johrf Donne
and his poetry. As new criticism and theory evolved, scholars and critics have continuously
taken up newer issues regarding John Donne and his poetry. Am?ng these, one of f‘he

t important and intense study has been related to the quesho:.m of gender or the
mos al of women in his poetry. Donne in his poems constantly writes about women,
gzmzfypassionately, explicitly and indirectly through analogy and metaphor. But unh];.e
hisello)redecessors and contemporaries — Sidney Spenser a?d Shakespea@, Don;\le ralz y
lenders over woman's physical beauty. Moreover Donne’s poetry f:ontams such a wide

o o riences, viewpoints and conditions that the study of his portrayal of women
;zitz:ofs;pae matter,of great interest for feminists and other critics alike.

The historicity of a feminist interpretation of D?nne dates bacfk to the.ﬁme‘ of
Druden when he declared, “Donne perplexes the minds of the fair sex with m;;
eculat of philosophy, when he should engage their hearts and entertain them wi
Hagera f love.” Twentieth century critics like C.S. Lewis claimed that Donne
ﬂTe SOfmeSS“O. k-en;ad male contempt for the whole female world”. Lewis served as an
dlsp!ay?d or < ond wave feminist critics who sought to write about Donne from a
vementperpet ewith the aim of exposing male hegemony and female sub-ordination.
b perspe}f:nvw to provide insight into the politics involved in keeping the womep
S l:’aper,ills t and also seek to find out Donne’s perception of woman and his
address:ical,ﬁ:negf them in his language, through a close reading of some of his famous

represe
love poems. - .

:ouslv. Donne’s influence on modern poetry and cntxcnsm was based upo: hﬂf acc‘holsedm
Cl'mous S'J’ ic tone et uncontrolled obsession with writing about women, .o ec : g
misog manlSt:: ing the gender stereotypes of his day. In one mot.ion,‘ Donne will beau;nfull;;
e Chd t:e ?“;nmale body and mind beneath an exploring, scientific eye, familiar bits o
expan
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body acquiring geographical dimensions, and in another motion, Donne will degrade
| fand disparage the, female on the grounds of familiar Renaissance mentality. A distinctive
eatunaost of Donnc.a s k::ve poems is that they are usually addressed to a woman, who in
I;]&lfws::dmmacuelsal?l;l‘ent. Hencg in Donne, addressing someone means both expressing
the alienate:.fl0 :phere ?)? tsheglgf -His woman addressees belong to the domain of silence, t0
which we don’t read. Hen nOn-.Verbal, Tl}e speegh we read is an indication of that
from the muteperspe-cﬁv C? t:n mterpretahon of Donne’s poetry from the other side,
she makes oo e.unsand becomes necessary. Elaine Hobby is right when
us aware that the audience of Donne’s Poetry was not the conventional lady/

lover.but oc;’ther rzeg:aho constaptly occupies Donne’s meditations, However, one asp ect
remains constant: Donne rarely lingers over the woman's physical appearance, and leaves

the reader to assume that the woman i
inD. ! : ) .
or reflection of male desire, or a sex obiect onne’s poems is a shadowy figure, the object

to be circulated for the tjtijlati ent
o Do : or thefitillation and amusem
from BnTi: Canmalzncoizahtel:l:né ?alof?d e:hample of this is the implicit echoes of verbalization
! - » WWhere the poet begs to an absent male audience not to Put
barriers between himself and his Mmistress,

“For God Sake, hold your tongue and et me love.”

says things, arguments which are commonly rejected

. ) Oves mine than |
Say, wh:z) l;nf centric happiness doth Jje,. (Lovers Alcherny)
er perspective in ord : ,
as Elaine Hobby state: ordertoapproach Donne’s range of implied addresses 15
“One of the most marked f, o
of the woman it is supposedly addreseasmedms of Donne’s love poetry is the silence within it

; . ject of
desire, but not as a speaking subject” to; the woman is usually present as an object

His famE:’nsen;h;? ‘ifl_:zm;le(;f”hisoiot::ns tthhe “I” becomes “we” only his voice is pemelsed
ns uadin
the lady into havmg physmal intercoy e speaker’s repeated attempts at pers g

- rse with him through his amazing arguments- The
lady does not express her feelings through language but tﬁe rel:;:r‘can wsge” her different

hhhhh
nnnnnnnnnn
9 9.0 o
CIPC Y
S ande -0 o
o
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reactions where she asserts her rights to reject his offer. But here again Donne through
the possession of the written word tries to win over the assertive resistant lady through
clever reasoning although based on false premises.

Some critics like Stanley Fish argues that Donne’s love poems are monologic
because the male poet formulates the words and inevitably subordinates the woman to
his masculine persuasive force a view that stands correct when we consider his lines:

“Which my word’s masculine persuasive for Begot in there and by the memory”
(Elegy on his mistakes”)

Many critics have termed Donne a misogynist and not for unworthy reasons.
Many of his “Songs and Sonnets” and “elegies” mock or disparage women as deceitful,
inconstant or irrational: ‘

“Hope not for minde in women” (Lovers Alchemic”)

Gold, Silver and diamond mines associated with the New World raided by the
colonialists whose enterprise so caught Donne’s imagination as in “The Sunne Rising”,
“both the Indias of spice and mine” are in the lover's bed to be enjoyed by him. For
Donne sexual possession of the female is characteristically equated with territorial
acquisition: “She is all states and all princes I'-the proprietorial relationship of a male
ruler to female demesne. In the poem “Woman’s Constancy” the poet wonders how the
woman who has loved him “one whole day” will justify her inevitable inconstancy, since
inconstancy is natural to all women. The stated intent of such poems is the dehumanization
of woman. She becomes an infusion commodity, usable goods, a mindless, piece of
flesh without individuality.

“I can love her and her, and you and you (The Indifferent).

Much of Donne’s earlier poetry specializes in obscenity. It was written by young
male bent on establishing a reputation in a male society at Lincoln’s Ira, where fraternal
bonding and dominance were founded on the sexual prowess of the members. Misogyny
grasps deep roots into the psyche that generates these poems. Explicit references to
sexual intercourse and female sex organs can be farced in these poems:

Some that have deeper digg’d loves Myne than |
Savy, Where his centric happiness doth lie; (Lover’s Alchemy).

Here indeed Donne has spoken of the female sex organe as a mine, into which
the phallus deucedly plunges in search of the “centric happiness”

Women's falsehood and inferiority are thematically central throughout some of his poems:
«pyactice may make lie know some other poet But take.my word, shee doth not know

a Heart (The Blossome)

anoonoaunnannonnuaannnm nnnnnnnnnnnnnn
9na2anl;
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Another of the songs that states this case bluntly against women is the speaker of
the “The Primrose” who concedes women's character as:

Since there must reside
Falsehood in woman, I could more abide
She were by act, than nature, falsified.

A reason for this contempt for women results from thé Renaissance medicinal
belief that each potential act of intercours

e is alittle death. Donne refers directly to this
medicinal doctrine in a poem called “Farewell to Love”:
Since each such Act, they say '
Diminisheth the length of life a day”.

Donne’s allusion to this do
“The Flea” and “The Good-

ctrine can be found in other poems as well such a5
morrow”. Women therefore Donne is the earthly

overwhelming Renaissance era ideals bewildered his subconscious. When Donne did
fall into such a mentality, critics were 1

: ed to christen Donne a misogynist. These ideals
were set forth primarily by medieval ang early-modern Christians, who found several
justifications for women’s inferiority i

n the stories of Genesis and the New Testament: 1)
woman was created after man, and therefore man must b
the fall suggests pride, that she

muchtm&n-—andsecrecy-asm

anything); this capacity for malleability not only made women appealing, but made
em incredible agents of

any force, good or bad. Therefore a study of women in Donne’s

VOL-I, ISSUE -1, 2015 [17 |
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poems is central not only in Donne’s undemtanding of woman but the condition of
woman in that age as a whole.
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A BRIEF SURVEY OF FOUR CROSS
CULTURAL TEXTS

Dr. Malini Nair
Associate Professor & Head, Dept. of English, Sipajhar College

The term cultural studies designates the critical analysis of the production and
reception of all forms of cultural institutions, processes and products and literature counts
as ]uSt one of the many types of ‘Symbolic constructions’. A major concern of cultural
stufh.es is to identify the role and the historical changes of the social, economic and
political forces and power structures that produce, sustain and propagate the meanings,
truth value and relative status of diverse cultural phenomenon and their institutions

whichincludes the institutions of traditional literary production and study. The exponents

?f‘ cult}lral studies tend to subvert the hierarchical distinctions between ‘high art’ and
high literature’ and the traditionally ‘low

er' forms that appeal to a much larger body of
consumers. The study of elite canonical literature is clubbed together with popular fiction
and romances, magazine writing, journalism and advertising together with other arts
that .have mass appeal such as comics, film, television, video and all forms of popular
music. Another important feature of cultural studies is the endeavour to transfer to the
centre of cultural study such hitherto ‘marginal’ or ‘excluded’ subjects like the literacy,
artistic and intellectual productions of women, the working class, ethnic groups and
colonial, post-colonial and third World cultures. A frequently expressed
associated aim is to displace in schools and universities the central subjects of study and
value systems, which have been established by and therefore reflect and the special
interest of white European males. By pluralizing what is taught in these institutions, the
mono-culturalism of the traditional curriculum is sought to be substituted by
multiculturalism. Some advocates of cultural guides like Gayatri spivak (In Other World:
Essays in Cultural poetics, 1987) and Andrew Ross (No Respect: Intellectual and Popular
Culture, 1989) orient their writings and teachings toward the explicit political end of
reforming the existing power relations which, they claim, are dominated by a privileged
gender, race, class or ethnic group.

g, Culture is both a means of domination, of assuring the role of one class or
group over another and a means of resistance to such domination, a way of articulating
oppositional points of view to those in dominance.
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Entire bodies of writing emerged out of the imperial front, that line of contact
between colonizer and colonized which is characterized as much by reciprocal envy and
adulation as by reciprocal fear and resentment. On the one side of that front stand
works like Forster’s Passage to India and Kipling’s Kim, while on the other stand such
works as Rhy’s Wide Sargasso Sea or Kincaid’s A Small Place. Each colonized nation
also produced its own body of literature that dealt with the imperial experience or
attempted to define a post-imperial sense of national and cultural identity. In the United
States, the former slave population of displaced Africans has given rise to a literary
tradition of its own, many works of which, from the poetry of Langston Hughes to the
novels of Toni Morrison, seek to make sense of their history and their continuing
experience of racism. Cultural studies is also intimately linked with post-colonial theory
for its deals with the reading and writing of literature, both in the previously or currently
colonized countries, or literature written in colonizing countries, which deals with
colonization or coloriized people. It focuses particularly on- the way in v?hich tht.e litet:at\:ue
by the colonising culture distorts the experience and realities, and mscnbes the mfen?nty,
of the colonized people, and on literature by colonized peop’les which attempts to attribute
their identity and reclaim their past in the face of that past’s otherness.

This paper argues against the homogenizing of texts by "cr.nltura.l o.thets’ under
the rubric of post-colonial studies. It is essential while still remaining W}ﬂ\m the broad
framework of post-colonial studies, to take a closer look at culture specific tests‘so that
certain serious concerns in them are overlooked. The wester.n concel?t of the ‘other’ /
colonized cultures is based on the Manishean allegory,.that is, of set?mg the worlc.l as
divided into mutually excluding opposites- if the \{vest is ordcfred‘ratlonal, masculine,
good, then the ‘other’ is chaotic, irrational, feminine and evil. Slmply .to Teverse fhe

lar;zing where all is reduced to a set of dichotomies is to be complicit in its totalizing
I;r(:d identity destroying power. Indeed the rationale behind writing this paper is one that
cautions us from such complicity.

and as beings in cultures they are both constructed and changing so that while

they may be ‘other’ from the colonizers, they are also different one from another and

i ized through such concepts as black-
their own pasts and should not be totalize r .
fcrc())rr:s‘cio:i:sness. Indian soul, aboriginal culture and so forth. The colomzeczl peoples will
also be other than their past, which can be reclaimed but never recon:stltuted and so
must be revisited and realized in partial fragmented ways. For as Gloria Anzaldua so
i 't go home again.......
ignantly says, 'You can't go |
> It is being increasingly felt that there is a need to explore pluraht},v fx:om both
cultural and textual perspectives. What is now termed as ‘the Universal Project’ seeks to

9
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:ii’ggmﬂ;le coglme(:tx;) féfctors. within this plurality in a bid to pin down the mental,
» and aesthetic universal in literature. These three texts- The Souls of Black

Folk by W.E.B Dubois Kincaid have b
een tak . . -
. the common universal claims made in thzm, en up for study in an attempt to identify

In hi ,
nature o?th: ﬁay ‘Th.e Souls of !31ack Folk’, WE.B. first formulated the problematic
yot  victim of i expen. f—:nce of.bemg both American and Black, loyal to a nation while
nese. Dubom sper;rzuc:l;e against the minority ethnic group when he speaks of ‘tWO-
’ orf how an innocent child’ . .
shattered by his first encounter with ent child’s sense of belongings and self.-worth

racial prejudice, when a schoolmate refused his visiing card ‘peremptorily, with a glance’-

“Then it dawned upon m : .
others........ shut ourt)0 e with a certain suddenness that | was different from the

from thei 7 » .

pain by‘::i:;rtfrgg zved .... -+ Dubois goes on to explain how he overcame the

finally acceptance E: ﬂ? c‘s‘rcle mdlfffrence, silent hatred, self pity, fierce competition and
of the “two-ness”. An American, a Negro; importantly “he began t0

ha i i in hi
ve a dim fee}mg that, to attain his place in the world, he must be himself, and not

.........

The i-li i :

indicatie ofrtnhzltcll::pgl;:; ii‘ltle.o}f1 Glon::.\ Anzal.dua”s essay Borderlands/La Frontera is
albeit b o Sightls o m inherent in her situation. Dubois is echoed by Anzaldua,
el foad Yy .ere-nt .context, when she says, “I had to leave home so I could find
- me, ”y Xwn;l mtnr’lsm nature buried under the personality that had been imposed
system; ofh . dua. s problem was that she was caught between the values and
e e own (Mexican) community and the American society. Initially, Anzaldua

d to reconcile the two by wholeheartedly accepting the progressive ideals on the
white man only to realize the painful truth that the white man would not be as
wholehearted on its acceptance of her. “If you want to be American, speak, American”
If you don't like it, go back to Mexico where you belong .......... » Anza’ldua echoe;
Dubois yet again when she talks of alienation, psychological conﬂict and the Itant
dual identity when she says, “We don’t identify with the Anglo-American <:ultur;les ‘:ﬂ
and we don’t totally identify with the Mexican cultural values ....... I have so inter:ali;l eg
the.;. s conflict that so times I feel like one cancels out and we are zero, nothing so
one”. lee Dubois Anzaldua too finds peace in the knowledge that” “one ::lay the in’ner
struggle will cease and a true integration (will) take place” for all her people.

. Anzaldua finds peace by striking a balance between the culture she was born
into and the culture she was to adopt in part. “Though I'll defend my race and culture

nnnnnnnnn
ooooo
ooooooooooooooooooo
aaaaa
aaaaaa
nnnnn
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when they are attacked by non-Mexicanos ............ I abhor some of my culture’s ways.”

At the same time, Anzaldua also understands that the reason” my coloured and colourless
sisters glorify their coloured culture’s values was “to offset the extreme devaluation of it -
by the white culture”. Finally, like Dubois, Anzaldua realizes, “I will have to stand and
claim my space, making a new culture with my own lumber, my own bricks and mortar
and my own feminist architecture”.

At first reading Jamaica Kincaid’s essay “ASmall Place” has nothing in common
with Dubois and Anzaldua, but a closer look reveals the common threads. Jamaica
Kincaid takes a look at Antigua through the eyes of a tourist (read non-native) and with
wry humour and gentle sarcasm exposes their double-standards. For the tourist Antigua
is an exofic island, an escape from the mundane, a place where “the sun

Always shines, where the climate is delicioﬁély hot and dry....” With “the thought of
what it might be for someone who had to live day in, day out in a place that suffers
constantly from drought .......... . must never cross your mind”. Kincaid points out how
the white man is privileged over the natives by the natives themselves in their own
land... “You disembark from your plane ..... since you are a tourist, a North American
or European-to be frank, white and not an Antiguan black ........ ... you move through
customs swiftly with ease. “Kincaid then goes on to list the everyday ‘privileges’ that the
tourist takes for granted but are beyond the reach of the poor natives and of how this
privileging of the tourist over the native in v .

their own land gives rise to a palpable sense of antagonism between the natives and the
tourist. Kincaid justifies the Antiguan’s anger because the tourist has only turned “their
(own) banality and boredom into R

a source of pleasure ............. » The natives can envy the white man his wealth and
health but they have to reconcile to their lot by learning to count their own strength as
blessings before they can feel whole and happy, they will remain the ‘other’ but will
overcome the bitterness in this way. _‘

In conclusion, we see that the great challenge which ethnic artists have taken
up is not which tradition to choose, which cultural imperatives to obey. Rather the great
challenge was not to choose at all. For to have chosen one tradition, as Anzaldua says
was to ‘betray all others’. The truth is that no heterogeneous, hybrid civilization can
afford to accept a total or implacable model upon which to base art or life. The concept
of heterogeneity has undergone a change. First, it meant a heterogeneous society in
which people were living or refusing to live alongside each-other, sharing a landscape
which they despised since their hearts beat for lands different from that which their feet

.-
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touched. Then heterogeﬁei implied indivi i
et oo piap stgc ! plied individuals leaving their cultural garrisons for the

ety reconciled to their i i di
and th - paradoxical nature of being different
e same. Today, it has come to mean a mixture of the races, an interm?ngling of

9 eabl i
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A BRIEF HISTORICAL ASPECT OF THE
MAHABHARATA AND ITS CHARACTER

Mr. Jayanta Kr. Hazarika
Associate Prof, Dept. of History, Sipajhar College

The ancient Indian Civilisation is the outcome of the Rigvedic Dharmasastras
and literature. No doubt, the ancient Indian Society takes a definite shape in all the
ways during Rigvedic times. Next to Rigveda Sambhita, the people of the Bharatavarsha
can equally acclaim intellectual pride in the great epics of the Ramayana and
Mahabharata. The Mahabharata is perhaps the most remarkable masterpiece in the
whole range of the Indian literature. It is the biggest and lengthiest of the world’s epic. As
a great document of the historical work, it has immense value in the contest of the
present Indian society. Moreover, the Mahabharata also presented its policy, its
characteristic and idealistic value beyond India, mostly among the people of the South-
East Asia and in other countries. The people of those countries also treated the
Mahabharata as a great scholarly work, which helped in the formation of the society
and culture of those countries.

The Mahabharata is regarded not only as an Itihasa, Akhyana and Purana,
but also as Kavya, Dharma-sastra, Raja-niti-Sastra, Artha-Sastra, Kama-Sastra, Niti-
Sastra and Moksa-Sastra. It has also referred the ancient art of warfare (rananiti) of the
Bharatavarsha. Therefore, it has an encyclopedic character. The following line makes its
character more meaninghful: “Yad ihasti tad anyatra Yad nehasti tad Kva cit” (what-
ever is here may be found else-where, but what is not here cannot be anywhere else)

The traditional view is that Maharishi Vyasdeva was the creator this great epic.
He is also known as Krishna Dvaipayana and was the son of Parasara and Satyavai. It
is also said that Vyasa was the narrator of the slokes of the Mahabharata and Ganesh
Deva wrote that work. Accordingly, with the great effort of these two sages the work is
said to have been completed in three years. Originally it had been compiled with some
8,000 to 10,000 slokes or stanzas. In course of time it is enlarged with as many as

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
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33,000 slokes. As time went on, attempts were made again to enlarge this “Bharata” of
dif;gt 'odsmtt(:, a‘;Aealr;,CyCIOPGdia of the various knowledge of the Indian mind. At

d fabl, per; o abhara.ta has included a large number of episodes, fictions
and fables of religious, moral, philosophical and political nature. It must be noted that

the present text is a work of centuries and different additions were being made even .

Zfrt: rﬁ:ﬁ ‘fjm centurz AD. In the present text of the Mahabharata there are altogether
Samhita There?“sanw. sloke:e, of various episodes. So it has been called as a Satashastri
it o ey el s el s 0
o ; - T'he Mahabharata has not got i rm O
t:;gg‘;d““frgg ﬂt:\e vedic period. It therefore, must have beent gc?rtn‘:ozer?is?:rfizg the
e tl;e l‘z’a\h r;lh e fourth century B.C. to the fourth century A.D. By the fourth century
. abharata must have attained the form of the epic with about 82000 slokes

:ggi 2:;’: (;?en: :])s:e pogul‘arly known as ‘Sata-Sahasri’ Samhita. Some alterations an
cenbing AD, O then:':h Zr l?-. at:Z narrations of the Mahabharata even after the fourth
itihasas and after extensive resea’rca:,t:: the comparative study of the various puranas:

Mahabharata was composed in co majority of the scholars opined that the maif

mposed in between 1800-1500 B.C
e main theme or the story of Mahabharata is the struggle between the tWO

ace the Kauravas and the Pandavas, and later on it i

in favour of the Panday .
. as. This inq to some
lace in about 1000 great was, according

B.C. (RS.Tripathi, History of Ancient of
date for the Mahabharata was is 1400B.C. (Hir:du civilization)

historical evidence took p
India.) Another suggested
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that the epic received additions, alterations and amplifications here and there. It is seen
that a conscious effort was made to convert the Mahabharata into a depository of all

. virtuous knowledge and wisdom of the human race. We have got genealogies of all

prominent figures of the Kuru race and other royal dynasties from the Mahabharata.
Besides, there are extensive stories (Akhyana) and fictions like the stories of Dusyanta
Sakuntala, Yayati, Nala-Damayanti, Rama Savitri-Satyavan and several others and also
a large number of smaller stories (Upakhyana). These narratives cover more than one-
fourth of the whole epic. The description of the Bharata wars also covers a vast area of
the epic. Some information of the Bahagavata Gita is also found in the Mahabharata,
like raja-dharma, apad-dharm, moksa dharma etc. So, gradually it is enlarged into a
great epic..

It is interesting to note that the Bharata wars takes time for 18 (eighteen) days
and the epic is also divided into 18 (eighteen) parvans.

These are Adi, Sabha, Vana(including Vadha Kawya), Virat, Udyog, Bhishma,
Drone, Karna, Salya, Gada, Aishik, Stri, Santi, Asvamedha, Ashramik, Mushala, Maha-
Prasthanik and Swargarohan parvans or divisions. All the parvans are of unequal in
length. Besides these parvans, there is supplement or khila called Harivamsa. This parvan
is again divided into three sub-parvans viz. the Harivamsaparvan, the Visnuparvan and
the Bhabishya parvan. The first sub-parvan discusses about some legends and several
genealogies. The second and the third deal with the account of the life of Krishna and
the future aspects. The materials of the Harivamsa have been drawn from the Vishnu,
Bhagavata, Bhavishya and other puranas. The Harivamsa glorified Krishna and the
Mahabharata. But it is written much later than the rest of the Mahabharata.

Regarding the character of the Mahabharata, it seems that, its language and
metre are very simple, lucid and dignified. It has vigorous dialogues. The episodes are

also of dramatic style.

Actually, to speak the truth, the Mahabharata war is the ‘logic of the history’. It is
the war of justice against the injustice,.a victory of the noble force over the evil force.
The Mahabharata served a noble purpose to maintain nyaya-dharma in the universe.
Lord Krishna was a central force of the Bharata war. Through Him, it is believed that He
established a civilized culture and virtuousness among the Indian mind and this type of
culture and civilization has been travelled to the distant overseas countries in different
period.

Therefore, we can rightly call the Mahabharata an epic par excellence. It has
glorified the races of the Bharatas of high antiquity. The moral objective of the work is to
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extend the spirit of Eternal Law covering the four human values: Dharma, Artha, Kama
.and Moksa.. Among the four values, the dharma is to be regarded as the most valuable
::l:;et;:;f ﬁ;ls ;:ork. I;ifere, dhdarma means moral and spiritual values which are always THE NEPALIS OF DARRANG DISTRICT: THEIR
Wwith the wellare and progress of the human beings of the universe. It is the ~GLEGE 1
supreme teaching of this work. So, it is rightly called the fifth veda of the sacred CULTURE AND RITUALS S ‘\‘\\
Bharatavarsha. faf < N\
.f/,:?'.! . 2 OO !
Imran Hussain ii” €
i Associatate Prof. & Head, Dept. of History, Sipajhar College J; \ YV

_ Origin of the Nepalis: Originally the Nepalis are inhabitan%?q‘g]-?‘?,/’p:ﬁ%ich |
References : is a small State situated in the foothills of Himalaya in the North of India, and it was also
an independent state ruled by their own king. In the year 1816, the Nepalis first came to

1. Chakrabarty Raj 3
Raja Gopalachari: Katha Mahabharata the contact of India. In 1814 the first Anglo Nepali war broken out came to the contact

\

> Don ~ ;
- Dr. Aiyar, C.PRamaswami: The Cultural Heritage of India Voll. II of India. In 1814 the first Anglo Nepali war broke out and the Nepali King Amar Singh |
3. Dattabaruah Harinarayan: Astadasha Parvan, Asamiya Mahabharata by the English, King Amar Sinhgh was forced to conclgdg a Treaty by Lord Hastings at 1
4. Kosambi, Damodar Dharamanand: An Introduction to the study of Indian History. Sagali and according to the terms of the treaty the Nepali King had to cede some portions |

of this territory including Garwal, Darjeeling, Kumaon, Simla, Nainital etc. As these |
territories came under the British dominion, the inhabitants of these regions automatically
came under British domination. The Gorkhas who were warriors had been appointed
to the Indian Army and were posted in different regions. Since then the Nepalis migrated
oo to India in search of work and in course of time they began to stay in India. In the year
1824, David Scott, the Chief ‘Commissioner of Assam posted light Infantry Regiment
(Later Known as Gorkha Regiment) at Jayantia Hills and this regiment was used to
repulse the Burmese [nvasion in Assam. The retired army personal began to live in
North-Eastern region instead of going back to their native land. Moreover the evergreen
hills, the vast forests and unoccupied lands promoted the Nepalis to come and settle in
this region. At present about 40 lakh Nepalis live in the North-Eastern States and it
contains 20% of the total population of the region. |

Since the ancient time, Nepal had a cordial relationship with Assam. In Harshabda

153 Nepal was ruled by Jayadeva Il and his queen Rajyamati. They were supp(?SQd to

be the contemporary of Bhagadutta Dynasty. Kanaklal Barua mentioned,

Harshavarnadeva the king of Kamrupa was the father of Rajymati. The king of Koch

Bihar, Bishwa Singha married Nepali princess Ratnakanti or Ratnakumari and from this

period, the Nepalis began to come to Assam. At present near about .’%O lakh Nepalis live

1 in Assam. Moreover Nepali Muslims (a small portion of the Nepalis Population) also

oooooooooo Paafanlanlaafant; Paafealenlnalentententantentsntend.
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came to North East in the year 1895 for the first time and settled at Shillong. From
Shillong they proceeded to the other parts of Assam in between 1930 and 1940. Some
of them settled in the undivided Darrang District. In the year 1940, four families of
- Nepali Muslim settled themselves in Mazbat area of Darrang District, Dalgaon, Paneri,

Suklai, Tangla, Orang, Dhansirighat etc. At present 4 lakh Nepalis live in the district. In
the year 1986, the greater Darrang District was divided into two parts —(a) Darrang and
(b) Sonitpur. According to the demarcation of boundaries from Panchnai to Bomadi
(D.un.mni Chowki) the land between this area came under the jurisdiction of Darrang
Dlsinc.t. In 1991, Bodoland Autonomous Council was created with its head Quarter at
Kokrajhar, and most of the Nepali- Speaking People of Darrang came under B.A.C.
(now B.TAD. :

Customs and rituals — The N

epalis live in Society. Various customs, rites and rituals

(a)) Marriage :- Caste system has-a greater influence in Nepali Society in terms of

rsg:tt:r:‘:)?izlore‘ationi,me influence of Home is found in marriage ceremony. But th
primary socia‘:”fzsltsi a;lsent " mal.'l’lage' According to the Nepali custom, marriagé is 2
val and there is no age bar or. limitation for marriage in the society:

ne interior villages. The first proposal for marriag®

dustice:- In judicial matters the

Panch Valadmj”
pf:\nchayat perform the judicial e

society are done under his guid

Nepali : - :
epali Calendar ;oThi I‘Cllepah new year (begins from 14 April is known as Sambai®”
(Saoum), Ve o, e 523523 (Bohaa), et et), A (A S
, in ,Kartlk(katl),Mugushir (aghon), Push (puh); nt

(magh) Fagun ( Fa
’ gun), Chait (Chait), Diff . . Jiffere
mor . i » Different fes diffe
nths, Nepali number (in composition to English) art;Vals are celebrated in

Festivals:- The maj
- ain festi i
Pondhey | estivals are Nepalis are Tiz, Dosoi, Tihar, Maghe Sankranti, Asharko
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Tiz is performed in the month of Vadau (Vada). In this festival the married
sisters of the Nepali families are invited to their paternal houses and they get warm
reception there by father, brothers. The system is also known as “Darkhane”. Haritalik
Brata is also performed by the unmarried sisters on the 3™ day of Vadau Sankranti to
get a husband. “Chouthi Haneki” is also another type of funny games played by the
Nepalis.

Dosoi or worship of goddess is festival of the Nepalis. This is celebrated in the
month of Ahin Animal sacrifice is another important factors of this festival. Durga is the
main Goodess is another festival of the Nepalis. This is celebrated in the month of Ahin
Animal sacrifice is another important factor of this festival. Durga is the main Goodess
to be worshipped by the Nepalis. Another Goodess like Swarswati is also worshipped
by the Nepalis in “Sri Panchami” Nepali also worshipped Lord Bishnu (creator) in Kartik
Purnima.

Tihar is another famous festival of the Nepalis. In this festival Goodess “Kali” is
worshipped and is celebrated in the month of Kartik. Animal like Cow, Dog, Crow etc
are also worshipped in the same month. These are known as Gaj Tihar, Kukur, Tihar,
Kauri Tihar etc. In the second day of the festival, brothers are worshipped by their
sisters, by putting Bhai Tika on his forehead and they pray to God for the welfare of their
brothers.

“Maghe Sankrnti” is celebrated in the month of Magh and it is compared with
the Magh Bihu of Assam. In this festival women make different type of food and cake.
The system of “Raksha Bandhan” is also prevalent among the Nepalis.

Some other important festivals of the Nepalis are Naga Panchami, Asharko Pandhra,
Kuchi Anthi, Sravani Purnima, Kulpuja, Naula Puja etc.

In “Maha Sivaratri Puja” Load Shiva is worshipped. The Nepali women perform
Swasthani Brata” for the welfare of their husbands.

“Solla Sradha” is another type of ritual of the Nepalis, perfomed for the “dead

person”
Culture: The Nepalis celebrate various cultural programmers. Some of the Nepali folk
songs are Sangini, Malsini, Juwari, Damphu, Voile, Maruni, Jhaore, Tilok, Deuchi, Tiz,
Ashare, Churke, Dai, Momgshire, Roteuli, Khado, Gothale, Jhati etc. seen in the Nepalis
society.

Among the Nepalis some important musical instruments are also played. These
are Madol, Chehnai, Murchanda, Binayo, Naumtibaza, Panchebaza, Phemebaza,
Chaimco, Jamata (Tal), Damaha, Dhol (Drum), Bachuri (Flute), Charangi, Murti etc.
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Some of the folk dances of the Nepalis are Deuchi, Voilee, Maruni, Sangini,

Dahari, Khukuri Dance, Daibarado, Dhan, Chabrong Jhaora, Damphu, Tamang Solo,
Lakhe etc.

Ornaments:- The Nepali women use Pote, Tlhari Néu i '
' Nep , , Naugeri, Chandrahar, Godabari,

Jhalaki, Naktha,Kollibai, Chungri, Phuli, Sirabandhi, Charani, Athani, Siki, Adhali,and

Mohars as their ornaments. ’ ’

Dt?sses:- _The dresses used by the Nepalis are Dourachuruwal, Dhaka Tupi, Patuka,

Faria, Gunio, Choubandi, Choli, Gomta, etc. Nepali Dhaka Tupi and Khukuri is their

nafional symbol. Cloths msde from wool, like woolen ¢ olen
chadar are also used by the Nepalis. arpet, woolen bed sheet, wo

Reference :

1. “Sabhapatir Abhivasan ” Assam Sahitya Sabha , Prese dress
, . first
Mangaldai Session 9* feb.1974. dential ad to the fory =
2. “Nepali Samajat Bihar” by Tarapati Upadhaya and Drana kr. Upadhaya.
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4. « :I:ayanl:h: ‘: (uarterly Magazine published by Nepali Sahitya Sewa Sadan Rowt2-
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Upadhaya, Published by Dr. Hemanta k. e roopl of Assam compiled by T2
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5. “Annesha ” A cultural committee bj
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INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY
OF ASSAM, 2014

Mrs. Gultaz Begum
HOD (in-charge), Dept. of Economics, Sipajhar College

1.1 INTRODUCTION:

Assam is the second largest State of North East India by its geographical area
having highest population in the region.. The State is spread over a geographical area of
78,438 sq. kms. and shares boundary with the states of Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland
and Manipur in the east, West Bengal and Bangladesh in the west, Meghalaya, Tripura
and Mizoram in the south and Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh in the north. The State
has 27 districts, out of which four districts are under the Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC). Topography of the major part of the state is plain except two districts namely
Karbi-Anglong and Dima Hasao.

Development of a region solely depends on its infra-structure. With a sound
infra-structural base, a region cannot develop economically. The most important and
difficult job in the development process is to provide the basic infrastructural facilities
viz., human resource, transport and communications, power etc. From the very beginning
Assam lacked basic infrastructural facilities due to geographical isolation and difficult
terrain surrounded by hills, rivers and dense forests. This paper is an earnest effort to
highlight the infrastructural development policy of Assam, 2014.

1.2 Population:

As per the Census of India, 2011, the population of Assam is 3,11,69,272, out
of which 1,59,54,927 are male and 1,52,14,345 are female. The decadal growth of
Assam’s population during the period 2001-2011 is 16.93 percent as against 17.64
percent for the country as whole. The density of population of Assam has gone up from
340 in 2001 census to 397 in 2011 census. The corresponding all India figure was 382
as per 2011 census. Less densely populated are Karbi- Anglong and Dima Hasao districts.
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1.3 The Economy:

The growth rate of GSDP in the State during the 9th plan period was 1.51%
which increased to 5.33% during the 10th Plan period. The State Government was able
to achieve an annual average growth rate of 8.42 % during the 11th Plan period. The
projected growth rate for 12th plan period is 9.38%. The expected growth rate of
Agriculture sector during 11th plan period is 3.06 % against the national growth rate of
4% and is expected to rise upto 4.65% during the 12th Plan period. The expected

rate of Industries sector during 11th Plan period is 4.45% and projected growth
rete for 12th plan period is 4.65%.The expected growth rate of Services sector during
11th plan period is 8.86 % and projected growth rate of 12th. As per advance estimates
the GSDP of the state, in terms of constant (2004-05) prices in 2011-12, will be
s B0465.13 Cr as against Rs.74214.94 Cr in 2010-11 ( quick estimate),signifying @
growth rate of 8.42%. As per advance estimates, the growth rates of Agriculture & Allied
sectors, Industry and Services sector during 2011-12 are expected to be 6.43%, 7.19%
and 9.74%, respectively. As per advance estimate for 201 1-12, the per capita GSDP of

" tprices is expected to be Rs.37481 as against Rs.34201 in 2010-11. The

per capita income of Assam on the basis of NNSDP (current price) i is estimated
. price) in 2011-12 is estim
to be Rs.33633 as against Rs.30569 in 2010-11. Plan period is 12.50%.

1.4 Socio-Economic Characteristics:

'ln the state, 85.92% of the total population is
the major part of the population.
workers of the state.

1.5 The Business Environment:
Industrialization in Assam dat

of Tea and which occupies an im es back to the days of first commercial plantation

that, Assam, with its Four Refin ?o"ta“t Position in the state’s economy. Apart from
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: rural. Agriculture is the mainstay of
Agricultural workers account for 54.44% of the total
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1.6 Human Resources:

The state literacy rate is 73.18 percent against the national average of 74 percent
as per 2011 Census. Out of which male literacy figures at 78.81 percent and female
literacy at 67.27percent. Urban and Rural literacy rate is at 88.88 percent and ?0.44
percent respectively. A large portion of the population in the age group of 15to 30 in the
major towns is computer literate while a large section of educated people can also f‘f’ad
and write English. Assam has 9 universities including Central & Private §ector Universities,
one specializedAgriculture University including one Open University. The.re are 5?0
colleges at Graduate levelfor studies in Arts, Science, Commerce, La.w, Sanskrit & Arabic.
There are 5 Medical colleges, one Ayurvedic College, two Veterinary Colleges , one
College of Aquaculture, one Regional Dental College, three Homeopathy Colleges and
one Nursing College in the Government sector. The state has also Industrial Arts & Craft
School and State College of Music to offer professional education for under graduate. With
regard to Technical Education, the state has one Indian Institute 9f Tetfhnolow(l]'l‘),
One Indian Institute of Information Technology (IIIT) , 13 Engineering Coll.eges/
Universities ( Govt & Private Sector including NIT) offering ?l graduate cc?urses with an
intake capacity of 3737 students per annum. The State has eight polg‘rtef:hn.lcs and twenty
three industrial training institutes (ITI). These institutes offer s?ecna!nzahon options in
various disciplines. In addition, Central Institute of Plast?c Engineering & Technology
(CIPET) & National Tool Room offers Diploma and Certificate courses.

1.7 Infrastructure:

infrastructure facilities are a prerequisite for any industrial investment.
Assam }?agea?::la: (l:rc‘mtinually developing the needed infrastructure tou.rard.s, its vision of
being the gateway to the South East. The major modes of transportation in Assam m::ie
Roadways,Railways, Airways and Inland Water\-vays. At present, there are two oad-
cum-rail bridges andone road bridge over the river Brahmal?utra. The fourth .bndge
over the river near Dibrugarh (Bogi beel) is under construction and a fifth bridge at

Guwahati is under construction 6.

(a) Road Ways:

A total road length of approximately is 69,000 kms. Covering both metallic and
non -metallic surfaces. The major towns in the state are connected by National Highways,
East-West Corridor is under construction and proposed to be completed by end of
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(b) Air Connectivity:

The functional Airports of Assam are at Guwahati, Jorhat, Silchar, Dibrugarh,
Lakhimpurand Tezpur. There are regular air services for New Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai,
Hyderabad,Mumbai, Agartala, Imphal, Dimapur, Aizwal, Bagdogra, Jorhat , Dibrugarh,
Lilabari, Tezpur fromGuwahati. Dibrugarh, Jorhat and Tezpur are also connected to
Kolkata by regular flights.Guwahati is also connected to various places of Arunachal
Pradesh & Shillong by Helicopterservices. Druk airlines of Royal Government of Bhutan
is also operating a flight through Guwahati to Bengkok twice in a week. Lokopriya
Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport (LGBI Borjhar Guwahati) is the only declared
international Airport for entire North Eastern Region. It is observed that the frequency of
flights and number of travellers have increased enormously during the period from 2001-

2010. In addition to this there is a significant jump of passengermovement during the
period 2001-10. The CAGR (2000-10) is 15% against all India average 12.9%.

(c) River Connectivity:

Assam is endowed with extensive navigable waterways. The major rivers are the
Brahmaputra and Barak and their numerous tributaries. The riverine system’s length is
4065 kms, out of which 2194 kms area navigable throughout the year and the rest
during the monsoon only. The river Brahmaputra from Dhubri to Sadiya has been
declared as National Waterway No-2 by the Government of India. The Directorate of
Inland Water Transport, Assam and CIWTC operate water transport services on the
river Brahmaputra and Barak on commercial basis. These services are used for the
transportation of passengers and goods alike across the state and to neighbouring West
Bengal through Bangladesh. There is a good scope of utilization of this river route for
economic development of the state.

(d) Railways connectivity:

The total route length is approximately 2506 kms. Several services directly connect
Assam to major cities of India. Within the State, all the major towns are directly linked by
railways. The headquarters of the North-East Frontier Railways is located at Guwahati.

(e) Inland Container Depot:

Container Corporation of India Ltd. (CONCOR) operates an ICD at Amingaon,
10 km from Guwahati having one Reach Stacker with 50MT capacity and Two Sling
cranes with 35 MT 7 capacities. Two bonded warehouses of CONCOR along with a
private warehouse adding up a total area of 6400 sq. m. operate from the ICD.
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(f) Power:

The Government is committed to provide quality of power supply through
dedicated feeders and to encourage setting up of captive power plant in the Industrial
Estate/Industrial Growth Centers, etc. at the same time the State would encourage Private
Sector to set-up power plant in the State.

(g) Telecommunications: .

The Telecommunication network is one of the fastest. growing sectors in the
state. Individuals and industries alike face no problems in procuring telephone and other
telecommunications facilities. The penetration of landlines as well as cellphone telephony
is high and is steadily increasing.

(h) Internet Connectivity: o .

Broadband and Wireless Broadband are available in the capital city of Guwahati
and all major towns of the state. Major cellular phone operators also provide GPRS, 3G,

etc to cellphone users in the state.

In respect of infrastructural development of Assam is still backward. This region is
facing certain special problem. This include -
(@)  Peculiar geographical location ;
(b)  Border region ;
()  Inadequate rail transport network ;
(d)  Higher unit cost;
(e)  Insurgency problem; etc.

References: i
(1) Dhar, P K., The Economy of Assam (Including

Publishers, New Delhi, 2012.
(2) The Gout. of Assam, Industries & Commerce Department, 2014.

(3) www.investinassam.com

Economy of North- East India), Kalyani
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A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY ON ‘WOMEN AND
ENVIRONMENT’

Chitra Rani Barua
Asstt. Prof. Dept of Geography, Sipajhar College

Introduction Of The Study:

Environment denotes the sum total of physical and biological factors that directly

influence the survival, growth, development and reproduction of organisms. The
encyclopedic definition of environment i

» * The sum total of all conditions, agencies
and influences which affect the development, growth, life and death of an organism,

species or race.” Abiotic factors of environment include inorganic and organic
compounds, physical factors and gradients as such as temperature, moisture, wind,
currents, tides, solar radiation, etc. Biotic factors includes plants and animals and microbes.
Among these elements, especially among the living organisms, the most important
element is man. Because man is the most intelligent, rational and civilized organism of
all the living organism. Man is the only living being who can create and destroy the
environment according to his need. With the evolution of civilization man has succeeded
to control and dominate Nature with the help of the knowledge, science and technology
through gradual development . Although, the man have faced various problem to manage
their day to day life. In this case, the women have played an important role to manage
their environment. Because the women not only play an important role in the house,
they also play a very significant role in upgrading the society. In this context, the
Environmental Education is very necessary to all.

The World is unique for every human being, but in general; women's lives vary

greatly from those of men because of patterns of socialization related to gender. In terms

of '.he environment, women around the world play distinct roles in managing plants and
animals in forest, drylands, wetlands and agricultu

2012~ A,
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for domestic use and income generation and in overseeing land and waterf res:l)urzﬁz
By so doing, they contribute time, energy, skills .and personal v151ons;nt;l)uar:tx)rlr:a ss:) and
community development. Women's extensive experience makes them an luable sou
of knowledge and expertise on environmental management and appropri .

Objective of the Study :

Following are the main objective of the study— ,

1. Equal access to opportunities for using society's resourc‘e. l
2. Involve women actively in environmental decision making at all level.

Discussion : ;
Women have a vital role in environmental management and deyeloprrfxent. Then;
full participation is therefore essential to achieving sustainable deve!OPmefn;lfr‘:etm“of ﬂmme
natural management from a global pe Cﬁvme’ w‘}l"?nm e fir;dr:;sn i:y?uatur:uy itis
. answer ,
ra i d preservation of resources. 1he ! oy L
thze\:grtlizteglac;?calanly I':hose living in rural areas have special relationship with the

environment. . y
' i lation is rural based. Biomass plays a cruci
than 70% of the Indian popu S Tu .
rolein rrr:zzgang daZily s:rvival needs of the vast majority of .the mml?:us;};?rlli “_,;::e 1;
i ival and its availability is related to biomass. The . :
o for surviv netized. Population and processing of biomass

Subsistence economy is mostly non mo e and village crafts based or biomass as raw

i i duc
agriculture forestry, minor forest pro
Mmaterials, are also the biggest sources of employment. . R

o women have been responsible for subsnsterfoe and surviv t;:rw e ,
food fuT:a(ficl:l%r:u:md habitat though they rarely get the C"ecl"t for "“ﬂ“;{';lgmlz e
SUPD,Ort z;;stem According to World Bank in 1991, “ women play an essen

. ding soﬂ, 3
m tural resources inclu ) d
b aé:’r;ag:rxzi ::1 na ditional and contemporary knowledge of the natural world aroun

them.” Whereas women were previously neglected or ignored, there was increasing

tural environment and in returns, the

. ) . women on the na :

:genttxon 1:ha1d to t'henur::::thi on the health and well-being of women. The gender
ect on the enviro

istribution of resources and
nagement and distribu
between men and women the r:fI:ang well being of people. To conserve our natural

li .
"r:P;onsibiliﬁes ar\f1 ﬂ‘: g; SS?V-?;V role. In amajority of the world, women are responsible
urces women hav
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for farm work and related domestic food production. Traditionally, women have dealt
with non-monetized biomass based subsistence economy of the household ie. Fire wood,
cowdung,, crop wastes, organic manure etc. In comparison men tend to destroy nature
to earn cash even if it means creating hardship in their own families for their womenfolk

1o collect fuel and fodder, sale of herbs and wood. The upmost is that women work as

unpaid laborers on family farms with a greater role than men in operational decision
"~ making. The population pressure has increased male migration, which in turn adds to
the women’s work load. In effect this means that women's responsibilities extend from
the household duties to working in the fields as well.

* In developing areas of the world women are considered the primary users of
natural resources ( land, forest and water), because they are the ones who are responsible
for gathering food, fuel and fodder. Women have often played leadership roles or taken
the lead in promoting an environmental ethic reducing resource use and recessin grecycling
resources to minimize waste and excessive consumption. Women can have a particularly
powerful role in influencing sustainable consumption decisions. In addition, women'’s
contributions to environmental management, including through grass

-roots and youth
campaigns to protect the environment, have often taken place at the local level, where

decentralized action on environmental issues is most needed and decisive

Conclusion:

The protection of women decision makers, planners advisers and managers
related to environmental management should be increased. Environmental education
should be expanded in rural areas, when women once mobilized play significant role in
environmental protection.

To potential of science and technology should be utilized to solve environmental
related problems and ease women’s workload inside and outside the home. The central
government should develop a strategy to eliminate various obstacles constitutional, legal
administrative, social and economic in nature to women's full participation in sustainable
development. The government, non-governmental organization, Environmental
conservation agencies and the common and mobilized women as active participation to
protect and enrich the natural resources that sustain us. Inspite of all these aspects there

must be promotion of disseminating the gender relevant knowledge and valuation of
women’s role through formal and non-formal education.

- -1,2015 [39]
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PEACE EDUCATION AND ITS IMPACT ON
HUMAN LIFE

Joyashree Nath ‘
Asstt. Prof., Dept. of Education, Sipajhar College

Introduction:

There has been tremendous
spite of this growth and developme

care of basic human needs of the citizens residing therein?

The Dictionary gives the meaning of peace as ‘a state of quite, freedom from
disturbance, freedom from war, cessation of war, a treaty that ends war, freedom from
contention, ease of mind or conscience, tranquillity,

Meaning of Education:

“By education I mean an all round drawing out of the best in the child and man-
body, mind and spirit”-Gandhi

The term ‘Education’ has been derived from
means ‘to bring up’ or ‘to nourish’. In other words,
brought up according to certain aims and ends in view,

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

the Latin word ‘educare’ which
it means that the child is to be
There is another derivation from
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' b ' ‘e’ s ‘out’ and
the Latin word ‘educere’ which means ‘to.leafl out or to.:ra‘:rgﬁ; zf I::de‘?tr:laﬁon is ‘to
‘ducere’ means ‘to lead’. According to thlS. view, the mai tI:mother view according to
lead” or ‘to draw out’ rather than ‘to put in’. There ':d‘z ducatum’ which means the
which the term ‘education’ comes from the Latin w%ést creation of God has got two
‘act of teaching’ or training. Human life which is the ral. Biological aspect is found in

ects. The biological and the sociological or cultural. cts of life with the food and
:Tgnt and animal life. Man maintains the b:z;zg;hlenasgst the sociological or cultural
trans;‘ ltsﬂllt - 3;2::’:;: ifp ngne:sn: lfiffaplone. It includes nature, customs, traditions,
aspect is the rare _

values of social life. N .
Without education man cannot maintain both the aspects. To m

; iti . our SOCiety tO

; ously.
achieve progress and face the challenges of our life courage .

i ce education: . ledge and
Meamn: - Pe: cation is the process of acquiring the values, the knowledge
eace edu

developing the attitudes, skills and behaviour tolivein h:armony wnth oneself with others
and with the natural environmen;o earlier stated ﬁah The lmowlojdge, sldtl}l‘s and mﬁ%s:
. Cebezudo and ﬂlfe?ﬁ: been at the core of peace educ:t:on foriungm ;aitf e
gnponant fhe values uit: to meet the new p.eace challer:hg: ;r; c:rfusporequixe o peace
2i§tadesh?re t’;‘]l?es:er::allengﬁ and °pp°rmmh-falam?izg uses and skills of non violence
educ(;iir;n rrsr:'ore intensely focusing on ﬂ.le prac?;ﬂiﬁzso of war.
and on the institutional task involved in the a education enhances the construction
ted that peace educal one > e Co
Harries and Lewer(2005)s2 bjects such as peace that our civilization cannot

- are su e thal our v e
of a peaceful society, stating t::ff heace what is at stake in our times i the intellectual,
oord notto study. In (48 T . vidual and groups

. ing o . o o

moral and physical well being 90tcentury,” peace education” programm
es of the . . fi-nuclear,
?l‘? e th ; wodg:mavel:;ﬁg ’em,imnmental mp;ﬂrumt:‘; rights, awareness, tolerance
\:oel:;tloniflllir;t resolution techniques. ﬁ:i;ntscra o;\g others. The whole world is under

e C der equality am . :
. en ]
e ey codions,unuaieddemers 1 thecoce,overyone
€ grip of violence, unn@AY =7 castastant
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is craving for peace. But peace is not a subject to be memorized but it needs to be

practical in life. The concept of love and affection, tolerance, fellow feeling, brotherhood

and co-operation help to cultivate peace. Peace education has developed as a means to

achieve the goals and directed to the full development of the human personality and to

the strengthening of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
Peace Education and its necessity:

Peace education is very necessary for every nation for their internal strength. As

nation weakens, they are less able to suppress age old communal and inter-ethnictentions.
There are some

major necessities of peace education towards human society. They are-
1. Peace education provides culturally rich inputs to every learner. Through this

education every individual have respect the institutions of family and the society.

It helps to develops social cohesiveness, respect of own culture heritage, beliefs
of the social activities,

Peace education reduces the conflict and tensions of the people. For making a
Peaceful nation cohesion is very important among the peace. Through this system
it is possible for make our nations internal growth.

3. Truth, love, peace and non-violence are the core universal values which will
help to make the foundation

to build a value-based programme. And it helps to
make emotional integration among us.

about their culture, heritage and national identity. Every individual will have to

helps to the society.
5. Through peace education it has a great demand in the world of violation of
human rights every where.

6. Peace education programme h
with others. Its develop the se
of society.

7. Peace education helps to pay respect for other peop,
implies the capacity to live together in harmony.

Different branches of knowledge have produced scientists, doctors, engineers,
lawyers, a variety of specialists but th,

ey failed to make them humane, just non-violent
and peaceful. But peace education p
to experienced life as a whole and

elps to develop co-operation and work effectively
nse of unity and brotherhood among the people

les view and opinions. Peace

nnnnnnnnn
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i i ining:
Peace Education as conflict resolution training

: P s on the social
Peace education centred on conflict r?:logll:ct): re?;ﬁ“ ii’lttf:r)-c;lersonal disputes
ict, training individu fighter
joural toms of conflict, training indiv earning to manage anger, fig
:,herl;?:;l'c::echs:ir::es of negotiation and mediation. Learning

i istening, time-taking, identifying
and improve communication through skills such as listening

. : ain elements of these
needs and separating their facts from emotions, constitute the m

ibility for their actions and
d to take tespOnSlblhty ; . “
programme participants are also encourase eral, approaches of this type aim to “alter

b proinstorm fogether on wmpmmmlgeﬁive to positive attitudes toward conflict as
beliefs, attitudes, and behaviours...

Elbedour, 1999, emphasis added).
abasis for preventing violence” (Van Slyck, Stemn and ou

i i jon training that can give the
There are various styles or approaches in conflict resolution

o ient it towards a peaceful
iction situation and orient it to
Practitioner the means to accept the confliction s “Conflict is very natural and normal,

i it:
resolution. As one peer mediation coordinator puti
but you can't go.

n:
Peace Education as a Democracy educatio ‘ education typically focus
) me centred on democracy > ) o
Peace educafion program conflictand postulate that with an increase

iated with ; - olence
on the political processes m:lt;dood of societies resolving conflict through violen
democratic participation the

o t to foster a conflict-positive
rograms of this kind attemp nflict as a platform for
. platorm
and war decreases. Thus nity by trining students o view of critcal thinking, debate
orientation in the com}'“t;:is type train participants in the shils o f speech indiv;dualit&'
Cteaﬁvity.a'nd %m-‘;ghm'go and promote the va.lua (:;cf;esgrr:ﬁgussiﬁec&on. Their aim
and coalition-bui hes diversity, compromise and ¢ ments accountable to the
tolerance of Approac f} itizens” who will hold their g;vesemAcﬁvities are structured to
. « ible ¢ | . :
is to produce respoﬂstirnarily through advetsanal. p?choos% makes decisions, takes
standards of peace, P the role of the citizen that € thers” skills that multi-party
have students “assume and respects the opinions of o er: decreases the
Positions, argues positions Based on the assumption that emO:l;ahCKs necessary for
chl:nlmlocracy fare tl)as:;i :,,%O‘T,ar it is assumed that these are the sam
ikelihood of violen '

o ce.
Creating a culture of pea \pe i partic

Approaches of this individuality, tolerance of diversity, compromise and

ldi ech, ‘responsible citizens’ who will hold their
and coalition but!dm.g :nghs:: aim is to produce resp.ons@le cmze:; svo o .
;Zt‘:scienﬁo;sa‘::f::;bie to the standards of peace primarily throu ersarial process
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Peace Education as a Human Right Education:

dispositions. Essentially, while conﬂictrpromoting attitudes and behaviours are
characteristic of earlier phases of human-development, unity-promoting attitudes and
behaviours emerge in later phases of healthy development. H.B, Danish (2002, 2002b,
2004, 2005, 2007, 2008a, 2008b) proposes an “Integrative Theory of Peace” in which
peace is understood as a psychosocial, political, moral and spiritual reality. Peace
education, he says, must focus on the healthy development and maturation of human
consciousness through assisting people to examine and transform their worldviews.
Worldviews are defined as the subconscious lens (acquired through cultural, family,
historical, religious and societal influences) through which people perceive fourkey issues:
1) the nature of reality, 2) human nature, 3) the purpose of existence, 4) the principles
governing appropriate human relationships. Surveying a mass of material, Danish argues
that the majority of people and societies in the world hold conflict-based worldviews,
which express themselves in conflicted intrapersonal, interpersonal, intergroup, and
international relationships. He subdivides conflict-based worldviews into two main
categories which he correlates to phases of human development: the Survival-Based
Worldview and the Identity-Based Worldview; It is through the acquisition of a more
integrative, Unity-Based Worldview that human capacity to mitigate conflict, create Unity
in the context of diversity, and establishes sustainable cultures of peace, is increased - be
it in the home, at school, at work, or in the international community.

Conclusion:

In order to face the challenges of our time, we need to explore all the avenues
through which we could combat the growth of intolerance, violence, arm race,
environmental exploitation, and racism. The present political system has divided people
on the basis of caste, religion and ethnicity and also the fronta] armed groups are organized
along ethnic, religion and territorial lines. In order to make Peace education a reality, we
need a holistic process, equal participation and contribution from all the communities.
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i i haviours.
The peace education teaches the skills and values associated ‘;nt?op;:;gfiﬁtivclﬁvely
The programme is designed to enable and encourage people fo i e
Roout issues, both physical and social and .tO ('ie‘:flloifcic:'nnrr;sr:niﬁes through peaceful
living together and solving problems that arise in the

means.
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IMPORTANCE OF POTTERY, BRASS AND
BELLMATAL INDUSTRY IN ASSAM

Anowara Begum
Assistant Professor, Sipajhar College Economics Dept.

POTTERY: Pottery is one of the age-old crafts of Assam carried on by the most
antiquity method of production. The art of making pottery was known to the people of
Assam from early times. As regards the history and

origin of the pottery industry in
Assam, it has been possible to gather that the use of pottery wares was prevalent as far

distinct classes of persons engaged in the manufacture of potte
Valley, the Hiras and the Kumars. The wood “Kumar” is deriv.
and means maker of posts, The word Kumar, on the other hand,
valley is concerned is not used to denote pers

but is applied to persons of several different ¢

1y in the Brahmaputra
ed from “Kumbhakar”

so far as the Brahmaputra
ons of any particulars caste or sub-caste

astes, chiefly the Kalitas, Keot and Koch

nnnnnnn
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Nagaon distric, Joyanagar, Chatla, Kalain, Rangamati, Mafijut, B’s?"n:ﬁa:fdsgﬁiﬁ
in undivided Cachar district. Dibrugarh, Madaﬂd1§f, Marghent?, Sl apur, Rokakhata,
in the undivided Lakhimpur district. Fakirganj, Gatripur, Rupsl, S22put =0 < Hajo,
Dubapara and Mariani in undivided Goalpra d‘St“Ct and Gu d;sln ct. The ;tate of
Rangia, Barpeta, Chayagaon, Pathsala, in the undivided KamruP T ocal potiary e
effeirs of the pottery industry in the State s not vety SPem =FTE TR B =
mostly been replaced by the superior clay or porcelain g also small and most of the
into the State from outside. The profits °f. the mdusm; ?:m::ative occupations. Accroding
raditional potters have left the trade and shifted o Oﬂ;elr » loyment in this branch of the
to the Khadi & Village industries Board of Assam, to g mlpzsy;ég in 1992-93. The raw
cottage industry was 25’73?" ﬂ’e;:?hel zlgjt;ng:us clay and the tools and implements
e el (ot ), the el lyape) nd e chel),
The articles made are cooking post (such as akaﬁ:ua)h anddy (thali), larger vessels (hari
satar) water jars (kalah and takel), vessels for bo grbpaan areas, there are small groups
and jaka), besides, lamps, pipes and d“;":;"ﬂlfl:\gfd‘;ﬁa like Durga Kali, and Saraswati,
:;)ttets who .specialize in rflai““gat:ll;“;:eg artistic sense in nomaking the images which give

C. The artisans often display they make beautiful dolls, toys, etc., and sell in

ts. In off season, ' g
x'f‘n}l?ﬁffﬁikﬁiﬁd melds. In recent years, some s::;ﬂz pave! beenencotalwn, P ﬂt:z
the State Khadi and Vilages Industs® o;lal items of products to the production of

ir traditi
village potters to switch over from their ',Iadl better marketing potentially. The Board
glazed pottery wares, bricks and tileswhich have however impactof these schemos
has beon providing for raining facltesto he artisans, hor
as been providing for trainin yet to be felt on wide scale.

. : te is . .
e p;ﬁefy md:s::lll:nt:;f::usw . The brass and bell metal industry was highly
rass an

: i etals in
. ,’l'heslullofarhsanswhowork?donm
developed throughout Assam In the past of a copper temple at Sadiya and copper

the past is well proved by the existing (rie:,nmss cups of Goalpara districtknown as Kansas
Plates issyed by the rulers. Copper ac:nce The industry has suffered deac:f; ;r;;l I conﬁmnned
Assam of Sl o i. Bihaguri Mangaldai uru :
:r:l: tt:gl;;h; ;fac% m‘eocﬁ Bmhe“a’.riokciling;BBokahnajgaon, Japi Hajia, Ghorbund
s e H - aon, . . . J Ih t - ..
undivided Darrang fh;'ln;*'l‘_'akhmapafg pur district Kakajan, ;‘lsﬂ;bcircl)nﬁ Jorbat d;i:cc:s ?aneﬁ
gnagu;] a;wa mBuarpemnlel :istn'ct, Hajo, Rani “gia - I-<a‘,\r,!i?i);;:;pau:cla\imen:l as the best throug’h‘out
metalin?int:rt;s utensis of Hajoand gag::?: :ls'le industry is also very small. Bell meta]
the State. The number of artisans € essels are made of him sheets and pieced together

O oottt -
Utensils are cast in moulds bUtDIBSS Ve ettt g
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The articles manufactured by artisans mainly

consist of utensil and vessels of day to day
domestic use, such as ‘lota’ (flattish bowl with

narrow neck), ban-kahi (plate with stand),

thagi (high plate), ban-gilas (tumbler with holding stand), kharahi (through-holed tub),

‘kalah’ (jar for holding water), ‘sarai’ (high tray), saria (tub), ‘tem’ (small container to
carry lime), ‘thali’ (large vessel for boiling rice), bell metal spoons, tumbler, kahi (dish),
-etc. Mirrors made of shinning metals were also in use in the past. Even now these mirror
called dapon or darpan are used by the bride and bridegroom during marriage
(Historically, the bell metal industry dated back to the seventh century A.D. when the
illustrious Ahom king greatly patronized this industry with an unfailing zeal which was
subsequently followed by an effective patronage by the heads of monasteries and landed
aristocracy. The patronage by the kings and their progenitors obviously helped the growth
and developed of this craft in Assam. The products of the industry soon found extensive
markets in the neighboring countries of Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet. Assam’s bell-metal
industry is chiefly confined to few areas, namely Titabar, Raha and Sarthebari. Through
the highest concentration being still in Sarthebari, a substantial segment of the people
engaged in the industry has almost abandoned it and got engaged in agricultural pursuits
and other vocations. The most important feature of the bell metal industry is that the
bulk of units (kahar sal) engaged in production are run on partnership basis as a result of
the age-old-syestem. In each unit, normally four or five artisans pool their resources
under a common production programme, known as ‘kahar-bhaiga’ or ojapali. The
artisans mutually decide to work under the master artisan “kahar’ or ‘Oja’ who owns the
tools and implements in such establishment and

‘ manages everything under him. The
rest of the workers are known as Bhaigas’. In these units, in fact, the workers are not

) i ts
and other facilities required for the industry. The bell-meta] industry in theegngﬁ

area remained in good sted for quite sometimes as it could provide em
C ployment to a
few thousand local artisans in some 250 Operating units. The number of sych units has,

. These units received a substantial portion
the total meta| consumed, in the form of
they would return the finished products to

Pan?nadan?
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

of their supplies, say about 70-80 percent of
scrap from local traders on the stipulation that

.........
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. i cifications. The traders received
them were to be moulded and processed accoans g;;:; :l;eayment T ot weages bt also

not only the finished products from the artis T F . ork basis and
collecteil the residual metal. The payment tosthrc:1 eamsalminglz ;:mss::e‘:ts were forced
they were no better than mere wage-earners. S0 t less payment from the traders, on the

u i d at times they had to accep ) . ovoly of
Dz{:\notfl}:;rgsfasl:eac?f products. The traders in away enjoyed the exclusive monopoly

. iccruing from the sales.
marketing the products and this grabbed the entire profit accruing

i jals to member-
e i. too, supplied raw materials
- tive Society in Sarthebar, too, back after
arﬁsanszl;:hic;ggz;a f:r the manufacture of finished products ﬂZ’r:ld iz;til::lmthe ociety
Payment of wages to them. However, due to inadequate working ’

: jals to member

could not supply even 20 percent of thfe tOta!t;e gfu ::ﬁn ;ch:m: zieer:i by the traders
. veri - . .
artisans generally the making charggs ota However, in case of the society, the making
a;:d the Co-operalive ?mizt:s:r:fdldirrespemc:lc;dve of whether the salesbwe.reTl;r;srl;c; :l:ill;
- arges were more or e?sme Co-operative Society is around Sarthel ar;\ (e marieng
I?;ar:a .olf]og T)raltll?:ect,al products is carried on independently throug
e finished bell- 0

i 1l as through a Sales Depot
. Tezpur and DlSpur aswe
Guwahati, Jorhat, North Lakhimpur, ) ed.

" the saaﬂh:;aﬁt’ama. The Tinest® ‘l”a“‘:h: h;:‘;,ri(:lsce because of heavy investment
i is declining ) i ity of
The bel.l-met.al miﬁtz :-Saw.materials which is beyond thg ﬁnagcilec;g;c::n <:s

?}f working cap;?l;ig:?:,;ich leads itself to the exploitation of the artisans by

e artisans, a situa

; f this industry. There is
. t important centre o . e
and traders. Sarthebari and Falo ar:or:ftfie State. But the artisans are not in a position

ir product throug i oods to meet the demand.
fogd d‘emand for thll?:o produce tools to produce mpro:rehsflgc design having more than
;I)aj gs;su:l:;?::“t;z of this tradiﬁonall han&;nc;:f:l:fﬁndent on the handicraft for their

e com n e »

20 i o 000 e g oyt
livelihood. The brass an r and a bit more attractive. A w1th g O saimless stee
Substitutes which are cheape tensil are generally preferred by e cons dueto the
Products and other types Oﬂ:i bell metal utensils and the stmul@ne;us av s ez: ity o
xorbitant price of brass an ade utensil which are abundant in the market. ile,
cheap and attractive machine ™ the consumer preferences are rapidly

. technology, . . ae
With the advancement oi s;lfl'-‘ln::: falncx‘n dustry are following old designs and indigenous
changing, the artisans of be

i i i lishing
.~n such as electrical mold{rl_g, casting, pol )
methods. Modern technique of P;Oﬁ‘:‘;yctz?\ﬁnue to follow the primitive and cumbersome

etc., are still unknown t; t:zf; :“o lcy of the Government of Assam, 1986, a committee
Process. Under the indut
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nfants,
9 "‘W

ol a9,
92090084
nnnnnnnnn




[50] sprout - VOL-I, ISSUE -1, 2015~

was set up to study the issue and problems involved in the recognition and modernization
of bell metal and brass metal industries in Assam. The committee took up steps for the
benefit 10,000 artisans engaged in more than 300 units of bell metal industry in Assam.
To ensure the regular supply of raw materials to the artisans engaged in the bell metal
and brass metal industries at Sarthebari and Hajo respectively, the Minerals and Metal
Trading Corporation (MMTC), Government of India, set up a raw materials depot

Guwahati. Artisans are being sent places like Moradabad and Patha for training and
honing of skills. '

Bibiography : '
Economic Development of Assam, Problems and Prospects
By -

Prasen Daimari

EBH Publication 2008, Guwahati

Economy of Assam

By -

PK. Dhar

8% edition, 2009

Kalyani Publication, Ludhiana
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