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Assam:

Growth of Primary Education in ‘
Assam came under the control of East Indi

1826.The first Agent of the East India Company Mr-
after his arrival he took interest in the promotion of in

Assam. He also opened a school in Garo Hills

the hil] tribe. Moreover, the beginning of moder
literature in Assam can be attributed to the efforts of the Chr

Missionaries rendered unique service to‘wards the 'promotxon 0
of the tribal areas of Assam- The American Baptist
Oliver Cutter came to Assam and setup nearly

blished by Nathan
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Mr. David Scott came to Assam in 1826.Soon
digenous system of education in Assam.
To win over the confidence of Assamese people he started gleven sghools, mostl?/ in lower

for the expansion of primary education among
1 education and the promotion of language and
istian Missionaries. The Christian
f vernacular and for the upliftment
Missionaries under Rev Nathan Brown and
gar. The first Assamese
Brown in 1846. They went into the interior
aro hills, Khasi Jaintia hills, Nagaland,
several books in Assamese language. Another
dited the first Assamese Dictionary “Dictionary
ke- Assam Elementary Education
ducation Act,1948, Assam Basic
on act,1962, Kothari Commission,1964-66,
Education Programme, 1994,
cation Act,2009 are concerned with the development

in Assam.

ducation of Assam (In 2014-15)
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~ India (1947), Sylhet was trans
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was Murarichand College of Sylhet (now in Bangladesh) in the barak (Surma) Valley. The college
was named by the proprietor after his grand father Basu Muarichand Rai. With the partition of
n which later became Bangladesh. Hence,

ferred to East Pakista
in Bangladesh. Next, Cotton College,

the first college of Assam, the Murarichand College, is now 1
ion, was established in 27% may 1901. This

the nerve centre of higher education in the entire regi
college was formally opened by Sir Henry Cotton and hence the college was named after the
“ed as the first college in the entire of

Chief Commissioner. Thus, Cotton College is now regarded
state of Assam. These colleges imparted collegiate education up to 1930 and gradually new

colleges was established like 1B College (1930), St. Edmund’s College (1924), St. Anthony’s

College (1934), Gurucharan College (1935) and Lady Keane College (1935) at Shillong. So, the
’ independence was very deplorable. Only after

educational development of Assam prior to i
P he field of education. There were nineteen general

independ :d expansion took place int
o, B e verst during 1945-50. In the succeeding years there has been a phenomenon

c .
g?é%ﬁs;n;;ﬁjﬂﬁié?s in Assam. The establishment of the ﬁrst University at Gpwah'ati in
January 1948 gave a real boost to the expansion of higher education from th.e pre-university up
to the postgraduate and doctoral level in the whole of Nonh E?st India. Inspite of the la'Fe start,
higher education in Assam had a very rapid growt'h in ‘post mdependen‘t era. The University
network in Assam today consists of 2 Central Umversgy, 13 State University and 4 pnvatej
University, 1 State Open University (KKH State Open Unilvershlty) and 1 1T . Thege are Gauhati
Ulliversity’(l948) , Dibrugarh University(l965), Assam Umve'r51ty§l994), Tezpur Ul‘uve.r§1ty(1994),
Assam Agriculture University(1968), Jorhat,' Cotton statfz uanf?rSlty, BodolzrmddUTuvels.lty, A_353m
ome, Uaiversity Rajiv Gan dhi Cooperative U.mverSIty, Srimanta Shankar eva}l{mve'rsny.of
Medical Health and Science: Shankardeva university; Kumar Bha}skar Barman Sanskrit University,
Jyoti-Bishnu Cultural University (Proposed), Madh_abdeva Ur?wers'lty (Proposed):ﬁ Bhﬂ?tmde.Va
Jni\l/_er;ist;n?l’ropose d), Don Bosco University, Kaziranga University, Down Town University,

. a1 University. Now, there have a total of 20 universities, 571
s Saiense ©0 ‘ ;l:fdcil:;;oiijemment colleges namely-Cotton College, Government Law
general colleges 1€

: i £ Science and Technology, Diphu
! .~ e Sanskrit College, Institute 0 gy, Dip
College, Krishna Kantzll i]li?ld“(q}uovemment College and Kok'ra_]har Government College.
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> Which help the students to
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up for their rights.
These values are —

1. Physical development value

2. Social value

3. Cultural value

4. Educational value

5. Civic value

6. Psychological value

7. Recreational value etc.

Co-curricular activities make the students
able to stand up on their own legs. Without
brilliant academic carrier, a student through
co-curricular activity can reach the peak of
his life. For example- World Women Boxer

Champion MC Mary kom, Anshumita Boro
are able to establish in their life due to co-
curricular activity. Cricketers like Sachin
Tendulkar, Vitat Kohli, MS Dhoni, RickY
POnting , Brian Lara, Sanath Jaysurya etc_:.
have gained popularity and success for thelr
co-currjcular activity i-e- Cricket. Lata
Mangeskar is very famous for her beautiful

Singing. Famous Bollywood actor Arpit?bh
11 for his brilliant

Bachchan is known to @ ' .
acting, Sri Devi, Hema Malini, Deepika
Padukone ,Salman Khan, Shah Rukh Khaﬂ all
actors are world famous due to their o~
curricular activity i-€- acting. Le?“arqo 'da
Vinci is world famous till today for his Painting

eration’s heart

“MONALISA”. The young 8" -t
throb Zubeen Garg 1S popular for1 tl
melodious songs. S0, 2 child can be .al') e 0
Success in his life by co-curricular act|v1j[11§si.n

Co-curricular activities help the chi
Many ways. They are —

i.  Enhances self conﬁ'dlence

ii. Develops special skil s

iii. Improves the academiC 'p'erformance

rtunities

iv. Creates better oppo

||¢q1

v. Develops sense of responsibilities
vi. Exposes new activities

vii. Develops Speech skills

viii. Develops psychomotor power

ix. Develops adjustment capacity
Develops social efficiencies

X.
Develops physically, intellectually,

Xi.
morally etc.

There are various types of co-curricular
activities. These are -

a. Morning assembly programme

b. Poem recitation

c. Calligraphy

d. Quiz

e. Debate

f. Singing/group singing

g. Drawing and painting

h. Individual talent show

i. Fancy Dress competition
j. Various games-indoor and outdoor

Importance of co-curricular activities for

students:
1. It makes students fit for the future

and to develop a sense of
competitive spirit.
2. It enhances the learning experience
of the students and helps them to
recognise and develop their inner
skills such as leadership qualities,
innovative skills, and creativity.
It gives the students a chance to

3.
think to develop their creative ideas
with the help of their facilitator.

4. It develops their social interaction,
healthy recreation, self-discipline and
self-confidence.

5. Provides them a chance to relax,

refresh and mingle easily with

others.
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The Issue of Women Empowerment and

Indira Goswami’s the Bronze Sword of

Thengphakhri Tehsildar: A Postcolonial
Reading

Dr.Anuradha Chaudhuri
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witnessed in the writerslike TemsulaAao,
Dai, AruniKashyap,
UddipanGoswami and many others along with
our very dear Indira Goswami, popularly
known as MamoniRaisomGoswami. Thus, in
Fhe light of discussion so far, it would be quite
interesting to see as t0 how with the
litterateurs across the country, very sensitive
and progressive writers in Assam like
MamoniRaisomGoswami have been able to
address the major issues concerning mankind
particularly the women in the changing
scenario in Postcolonial period

Goswami has almost in 2
masterpieces championed the cause of the
downtrodden and the under—privileged section
of the society as well as the destitute
Women, neglected and unwanted by all.In Fh.e
words of Amitav Ghosh, «Indira Goswaml 1
one of the pre—eminent literary

figures in
India and a woman of remarkable courage
and conviction..-- She has also been an
important voice i

. ,
n championing women’s
causes, and has don¢ M

uch to highligh-t 'the
Plight of widows....-- a social and polmca;
activist”.(The Bronze gword ©
Then . nsildar 2009)

gPhakhrlTehsd ar

Indira Goswami has unearthed a'nd
3°0umemed the in

eprivation of the unfortun

In her last work of fiction, The Bronzé Swsogzl
of ThengphakhriTehsilder (2009);
records the heroic tale of a
freedom fighter who Was p.robabl)./ the first
Woman revenue collector in

Fictionalisinghistory, folklore an

Lo TE ) en
in this artistic creation has docum
and unreme

Mamang

11 her literary

facts unknown unheard
’ ¢ tern
As said by Spivak in “Can the Subalte
|| 03 |l opges TR, 2032 || afetE

justice as such.

Speak”that ‘If,in the context of colonial
production,the Subaltern has no history and
cannot speak, the subaltern as female is even
more deeply in shadow.’(28) In this light,the
thrust will be in the consciousness of the

woman in Assam as is explored in
akhri’.The colonial

an efficient but mute
r the British whose
helms the British
11 their needs.

colonial
Goswami’s‘Thengph
woman is depicted as
revenue collector unde
attractive personality overw
as well as the nationalists to fulfi

A Postcolonial reading of Indira
Goswami’sThe  Bronze Sword  of
T) hengphakhriTehsildar with Thengphakhri,

the British Government employee from Bodo
community of Assam at the centre may bring
many hidden facts into focus throwing a
special sidelight on the status of women in
Assam in general and in Bodo society in
particular during the colonial period. Thus,
gazing at Thengphakhri from a Postcolonial
eye will help in visualizing the latent spirit and
extra-ordinary facts of her life justifying the
mission of women empowerment undertaken
by different forces at different times with a
vision of bringing about social equity and
All credit goes to Indira
rescuing an important segment
| history of glorious Assam.
the tehsildar during British
Raj has been a compelling character, an
empowered woman so to say who worked
shoulder to shoulder with the British officers
at a time when the educated Indians, social
reformers and the British Government itself
took the mission of demolishing the citadel of
age—old conventions and inhuman practices
related to women like sati, child-marriage,
purdah—system etc. During such 2 socio-

Goswami for
of the eventfu
Thengphakhri,
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